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Concerning ſome Miniſters who have 
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I. In Auguſt and Nevember, 1747; and in  Zanuary . 
and April, 1748: — Containing the LIBEI againſt». 


5 _ theſe Miniſters; and Proceſs thereon, \. unto” the 
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An A PEN DIX by the Cine of the Aſſociate Synod ; 7 
- "Wherein the EVIDENCES upon which the ſeveral rice, 5 
of the Libel have been found proven, as in the above Pro- 
ceedings, are EXTENDED and ILLUSTRATED, . 
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"7; 71ſt, 1748; — Containing farther Proceſs.” x 
S liel, unto the Sentence of Dress 
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HE maintaining of a Teſtimony for the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
in a Way of Seceſſion, has been formerly attended 
with various Difficulties and Diſcouragements: But 

the Floods of this Kind have now ariſen to a more over- 
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whelming Height, in the melancholy and amazing Oppoſition 


to that Teſtimony which ſome Brethren, who had ſolemnly 


concurred therein, have lately fallen into and are proſecuting. 
And indeed, if ever we were brought into the Straits; be- 


twixt an Obligation, on the one hand, to deep our Place in 


contending for Truth, — and an Occaſion, on the other hand, 


of ſaying, O that I had Wings like a Dowe ! for then would 1 


lee azvay and be at Reſi, I would haſten my Eſcape from the 
auindy Storm and Tempeſt : This comes more eminently to be 
the Caſe, with reſpect to that deplorable Courſe of theſe Bre- 
thren, which has extorted the following Proceedings of the Aſs 
ſ ciate Synod, 

Their Opp:/tion to the Seceſſion-teſtimony hath appeared, e- 


ſpecially, in two Shapes : As, for ſome time, they were over- 


turning it generally and materially ; ut, next, they have come 
to run it down particularly and formally, And, 


I. There has been a general and material Overturning of 
that Teſtimony, by their Defence of a preſent Swearing -a 


mong Seceders—of the religious Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs-oaths, 
againſt the Deciſion of Synod thereupon. It is very obvious, 
that a preſent Swearing of the faid Clauſe, contains a folemn 


approving of the preſent national E/a6/;/bment of the true Re- 
ligion, in oppoſition to and eæcluſive of any publick ſtated 


Teſtimony againſt the Corruptions and Deſections of that E- 


{tabliſhment ; and that it contains a ſolemn approving of the 


preſent national Prof?/on of the true Religion by the eſtabliſn- 

Church, in oppoſition to and exc/ufive of any publick ſta- 
ted Te/limony againſt the Corruptions and Defections of that 
Profeſſion : So that a preſent Swearing of the ſaid Clauſe—a- 
mong Seceders, mult very plainly contain a general and mate- 
rial Renunciation by Oath, of the whole preſent Te/{:mony, as 
it is ſtated and maintained in a Way of Seceſſton. But various 


Shifts have been uſed, in defence of that Oath, for evading 5 


this plain Senſe and Amount thereof: And theſe Shifts have 
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_ Enemy I, — 5 te Tr of WY an oped troall T i, 
3 1 the common Uſe of Language, yea the common Prin: 1 3 5 
eiples of human Underſtanding, on that Subject. For, |. 2 
I, It has been pretended, Tae the Matter approven Fand 
* efpouſed, in ſwearing the foreſaid Clauſe, 7s neither the Profeſ= > | 
at . nor Settlement, but only the true Religion profeſſed and ſets. | _ 
died: And for illultrating this, a Suppoſition being made of a 
Man having a Treaſure hid in a Dunghill, it is added, May! 
Fe not own and value the Treaſure, and yet under walue the Dung! 
be” 8 to what Purpoſe can this Similitude be; unleſs it were b 
made to run, — that the Man may value his T reaſure, accor- 
= ding io its Poſture of being hid in the Dunghill, ſo as he ſhould. — 
engage to maintain it in that Poſture, without either changing” 7 
or clean ſing its Situation? For it is only in this odd Shape, 1 
= that this Matter could could bear any (though ſtill but a low 
and lame) Reſemblance, unto the Caſe of a Man's fearing 
=>. that he prefeſſeih, and ſhall abide at and defend to his Life's | 1 
End, the true Religion, viewed juſt according to the preſent na- | *© 
38 tional Profeſſion and Settlement thereof. 
And indeed, it is a Diſtinction of peculiar Abſurdity, as | © 
wuell asa Piece of very looſe Dealing with Oaths,—to tell us, I 
wat the Matter approven of and eſpouſed, in {wearing the 
foreſaid Clauſe, is neither the Profeſſion nor Settlement, but only 
de true Religion profeſſed and ſettled: As ifa Man, in ſwear- FA 
ing that Clauſe, were to make no Account K theſe, Words of 
fit, viz. preſently profeſſed in this Realm, and authoriſed by the | © 
- Laws thereof: And as if he were not approving what he avows | _. 
by theſe Words; though. thereby he avows before God, the | ?* 
preſent national Profe Non and Settlement of Religion, without | 27 
Any Exception: And as if he. were not fully approving ang e- h. 
Jpou/3ng the ſaid Profeſſion and Settlement; when it is thereby | I; 


— 
2 


that he az/cr7bes the true Religion, deſcribing it to be the true 1 
Keligion preſently profeſſed in this Realm, and authoriſed by the 7 

-  Caws:thererf, thus ſwearing to the true Religion acc ae to 18 

that Deſcription thereof — and no otherwiſe. | aps 

| Moreover, conform to what is mow allg., lte W. 1 Mou 


ſes for Scut/and's covenanted Reformation, in the laſt Centu- 2 
ry, behoved to have been great Idiots: When, in the Period +a 
of Deſection before the Year 1638, they a ente from an Act 7 


of Parliament in favours of the true Kirk of God and Religion; 25 
beleocauſe unto the Words, true Religion, there were added theſe © 


-- Words, -pre/ently profefſed within this Realm: And when, in 
= the 8 33 they reſulad 2x to renew the aatighal Covenant 
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that Purpoſe, he aſſured them; that he never Atendec tc 
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Brethren are cpouling onthe Side ofthe Burgeſs ath againſt | 
the Deciſion of Synod thereupon, were only a Defence of th 
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_. - 2aly, As to the preſent national Efab/;ament of the true R? 


Wounds and Breaches upon what Laws there are authoriſing 


ligion be of any preſent Force and Soundne/5, further than is 


are preſently ſtanding along with them? What Laws there 


Laws that have followed upon them, to the Prejudice f 
true Religion and Reformation? And all this is the Caſe, 
even beſide what is blameable in any of the Laws bm 
en. eee 
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4% nance of Religion as. it is preſently profeſſed, — and thus, as = 
ce it zncludeth and containeth within the Compaſs thereof the 
ec foreſaid Nowations and  Epiſcopacy and accordingly, the 
renewed the Covenant with an expreſs Reference, not to ts 
pre/ent, but to the pa Profeſſion thereof —in the former Peri- 
od of Reformation: — All which may be found explained in 


75. & 80. 


But though it has been thus pretended, as if what theſe 
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true Religion ; yet they are now obliged to yield this Point 
ſo far as to be (landing up in an avowed Defence of the preſent” i 
national Profe ion and Efabliſbment of the true Religion, ces? 
cording to that Oath. However, - is "26 
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ligion, or the preſent Authorifing thereof by the. Laws of This” I 
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Realm: We are told, that any Laws authoriſing Def 
cannot be among the Zaws authoriſing the true Religion; 10: 8 
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that an approving of the Laws authoriſing the true Religiomg 
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cannot imply an approving of any Laws authoriſing Defe&:=" 
on. But what avails ſuch Quibbling ? Though Laws authga? 
riſing Defect ion be not Laws authoriſing the true Religion; yet 8 


are they not Laws which detra#? from and impair, or make 
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the true Religion ? Can any preſent Laws in favours of REE 


allowable by and con/iflent with other Laws prejudicial to Re-—Y 
ligion and Reformation, which have been ſince ſet up ang 
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are, then, authoriſing the true Religion, if they be generally” 4 
conſidered, according to their preſent State and Bearing. — 
are they not Laws wherein Breaches and Wounds are actually. 
taking place, according to all the Extent of othier conjunc?, i 
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ral Approbation by Oath, of the preſent Hatiohal Eftablifment ” of- "Ib of 
=” the true Religion, or (he preſent Author i/ing thereof bygpe Laws | 
ibis Realm; —and | . 
ſtabliſhment, amid all the Corruptions and Defecions whege= | 7 
with it is preſently loaded and impaired; , yea, ſuch a general?“ 
Approbation thereof, in the very Time of a publick Tei, £ 


yet without the leaſt Reſerve about theſe Evili, or the leaſt - 


and excluſive of any publick ſtated” Te/{imony againſt them; 


conce:ning the true Religion? 


8 » — 
* | 5 * "'» 
% as ff, F bo IX 0" 
8 > Pay g 25 WL. < $7 as py a , 
£8 F N 2 LE tz? S 12 1 2 6 . 
n , RE 5 ers. . a "9. » As a kx ts by 2 5 
* Do 1 3 * "A "46 * PF, * ＋ 7M 6 3 2 A. 8 . N a # F * 3 
2 0 EN * 9 5 X : . 1 3 2 8 2 42 7" 
* 2 tow 6 75 3 FF wo 5 5 N 1 "Te 
j >, by — 8 * Ts > 8 n 
5 - 4 * is 1 *, 7 os; TS * 4 . * W a war, og. x > : „ 
f "ut Kt" 5 . A * 1 1 7 # 2 9 N 
1 2 7 e 228 em „ we is," . 1 1 5 * 


af . 
* 


W 


* * 1 W Dy 2 Th ed Oh 
ES: 1 


uch a general Approbation of that E- Þþ-. 


neceſſarily ſtated againſt the ſaid Corruptions and Defections, -- 


Hint of Regard to that Teſtimony: Mult not this very plainly We 


amount unto the wearing a general Approbation of the :faid . 3. 


Eſtabliſhment, according to what preſent State and Bearing. it 2 

has amid thoſe Corruptions and Defections, in 3 Sf — 
: : < 

as to be a Swearing of general Satisfaction with the pre- : 

ſent public State of Religion among the Hands of the pre- 1 


ſent Civil Government? And what elſe, what leſs can this 6 
be, than a general and material Renunciation by Oath of the Fa 
whole preſent Te/limony, with reſpe& to any Government-ewils - 

| a 


34ly, As to the preſent national Profeſſion of the true Reli- ſt⸗ 
gion, or, the preſent Profeſſing thereof in this Realm: Very 
odd Shifts have been uled, for ſalving the Burgeſs-oath on 


that Head. 
Sometimes the true Religion, and the Profefſron of it, are be 


= confounded: So that, in the Courſe of Reaſoning, there u- as 
& Jes to be a ſlipping of the one into the place of the other ; as Pe. 
= if the true Religion, and the Profaſſion thereof, were the ſame | me 
Thing; and as if Complaints upon the P., were Com- Bu 
& plaints upon the {rue Religion, : the 
But the moſt peculiar Fancy, perhaps, which could occur of 
= upon this Point, is, that of telling us, — ht the Profe/ſion to tet 
= evhich the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſi-oaths relates, has no . 
= reference to the Church, but to the Slate; that it is the State or wh 
= Parliamentary Profeſſion; — and that Arguments for the Sinful- _ 
wo e/s of it, drawn from its Relation to the Church, are quite out pre) 
= of Purpo/e, There is not room here for enlarging upon the rily 
FE groſs and dangerous Abſurdity of this Poſition : However, it tha 
may be obſerved in general, that one may juſtly be aſtoniſh- wh 
3 ed, to ſind a Profe/ion of the Chriſtian Religion, ranked among the 
= evi ain, and attributed unto a civil Capacity; as if this Tri 
= Profeiion-could be competent unto a State or Parliament, in FL 
= centaditintion from the Church, that is, unto a State or the 
Parliament as: fach. For it is moſt obvious, that a/l Pre- | the! 
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1 ü NJ imply the Idea of a Chriſtian Church, and Men as Member, 
thereof; fo that the Profeſſion: of the true Religion in % , 


be- "Ream, muſt neceſſarily be the Profeſſion thereof by the: A,, 
ral“ in this Realm: And the Parliament at the Revolution had 
. {ome better Senſe, than to think that a Chriſtian Profeſ/iong i 
* | or Confeſſion, could be attributed to them in their State or 
aft. parliamentary Capacity; when they expreſsly ratified the Cons 2 
: feſſion of Faith, as the Confeffion of this Church. 1 
aid. 1 Moreover, there is yet another ſtrange Turn given to the 
10 preſent national Pa ofeſſion of Religion; as if there were only td 
to be meant hereby, the Reformation-flandards of the Church of 
8. S Fears, in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, 
I * —abſtratting from all Corruptions and Defections, in the Con- 
Us wag of the pre/ent national Church, with reſpect to theſe Sans 
dat, And the putting of ſuch a Senſe upon a preſent na- 
the tional Profeſſion, as to make it ſignify only the Standaras of =* 
* Truth that have been received in a Nation, abſtracting from 
all their preſent Corruption and Defection, or partial Apo- 
* ſtaſy, with reſpect to theſe Standards; this is certainly ſub⸗ 
ry verſive of a/! UTe that was ever formerly made of the Word 
ak P. of. ion in our Language, — or of the Word correſponding 8 
thereto, in any other Language of the World. There ma 
—_ be ſome Variety in the common Uſe of the Word Profeſſion z 
5 as it is fometimes uſed to ſignify, more eſpecially but impro= 2 
1 per y, the Matter profiſſad, and is otherwiſe uſed to ſignify, i 
A more eſpecially and properly, the Profi//ing of that Matter 
But it muſt be 2/entially inconfiltent with all Acceptation of 
that Word, to make it ſignify the Matter profeſſed, excluſive” 
-ur of or abſirating from the Profe//ing of that Matter; as no Mat- 
as ters or Standards of Truth can come under the Name Profeſ= 3 
5 fron, any otherwiſe than as they are Matters or Standards 
«pet which Men do profeſs, that is, which they do publickly . 
* maintain, and chſerue. And when the running Epithet of 
out | Preſently, or preſent, is given to Profeſſion, this muſt neceſſa- 
the J rily refer to the proper and molt a&ive Senſe of the Word; ſa | 
„it that the preſent national Profe{ion can mean nothing elle, than 
* what preſent owning, maintaining and obſerving there is, by 
ng the preſent national Church, of theſe Matters or Standards of 
his Truth which have been received. | | <A 
in | And that thus the Shift now uſed, is but a playing upon 
* the Word Profeffion, contrary to all common Underſtanding 
thereof, might be manifeſted by many Arguments: But it 
mall only be obſerved here, that, „ 
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If this Word Pr on be traced back to its Original in 


N 


S 7 


= the New. Teſtament, viz. 60noyts., —it will be moit evident, 
tat it properly and immediately relates to Mens Actions and 
- Behaviour; for (as Dr. Owen obſerves, on Heb. iii. 1.) „do- 
e l is properly a joint Agreement, Conſent or Concurrence, g 
& in the Declaration of any thing.“ 7 
2. The ſame Author, on Heb. iv. 13. proceeds thus: Pro- 1 
& ion is our avowed Obſervation of all evangelical Duties, C 
< on the account of the Authority of Chriſt commanding 7 
£ them; and Abſtinence from Conformity to the World, 0 
e in all Evil, on the ſame forbidding it.” And (on Hes. d 
Iv. 14.) © Our Profeſſion, as formally /uch, conſiſting in the v 
„ diligent Ob/erwance of the Laws and Ways of Chriſt, is a 
continually oppoſed by the World.” And (on Heb. x. 23.) 18 
he teaches, that the Continuation of this Profeſſion lies“ in a- tl 
<© yowing the Faith on all juſt Occations.” Moreover, on b 
Heb. iv. 14. he faith of this Profzon, ©* It contains both our 71 
7 ſacred Subjection unto the Goſpel, and our jo/emr Declara- 7 
be tion of it: As to which Declaration, he adds, This is te 
& made two Ways, (1.) by Works; our Profeſſion by Works, t1 
5 is our conſtant and folemn O&/erwation of all Chriſt's Com- tl 
«© mands. —(2.) by Words; — the oral open awvowing of the /e 
Lord Chriſt, his Ways and Worſhip.” And he obſerves, p 
as the contrary Evils, (I.) Apoſtaſy, or a total Deſertion 7 
0 of our Profeſſion; (2.) Declenſion, or going back gradually ſt 
'£* from our Diligence, Progreſs and Attainments in it.” b 
3. What Senſe, at the Reformation from Popery, was had || 2 
of Profeſſion, as held out in the Words, true Religion preſent- 9 
h profeſſed, — may appear peculiarly, from an A quoted in tt 
the Preamble to the Bond of the national Covenant, anno bi 
1638: Which “ decerns and declares all and ſundry, who al 
«© either gainſays the Word of the Evangel received and ap- in 
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eſent actu rofe//zon ol that true Religion, as taking 


place in a Way of ſacred Unity and Fellow-membbiſbig, in the 

Society of Chriſt's Body. EE. = 
It is therefore moſt evident, in oppoſition to all the fore- 

going Quirks and Evaſions, that as the preſent national Pro- 


feſſion of the true Religion, — is a Profeſſion referred to, a- 
wowed and approven of, in a preſent Swearing of the religious 


Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-oaths; and as the ſaid national Profeſe 
ſion can only be that which is preſently made by the national 


or eflablihed Church : So this their preſent Profeſſion, accor- 


ding to any received Uſe of Language, can only ſignify,.— 
what publick owning, maintaining and obſerving, of the Truths 


and Inſtitutions of Chriſt, and of our Reformation-ſtandards, 


is to be found taking place among them at this Day. Now, 
this their preſent Profelſion, is openly lying in a Courſe of pu- 
blick Defections and Corruptions ; — Defections, as to throw- 
ing up with many Branches of Jeſimory and Points of Faith 
fulneſs, concerning the true Religion; and Corruptions, as to 
zaking up with various Errors and Evil, under Colour of the 
true Religion, Wherefore a general Approbation by Oath, of 
the preſent national Pro/z/fon of the true Religion, or the pre- 
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= concerning Religion — both in Church and State: So that; 
by their Defence of the ſaid O2:h, in oppoſition to the Sy- 
= nod's Deciſion thereupon, there has been a general and mate- 
rial Overturning of that Teſtimony ;—which awful Work 
hach been foully puſhed on, in the 20eralion- ſcheme of their 


lowing Appendix, p. 88. 89. 90. 91. IOI. & 102. 
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ſecond Reſolution, with the Sefarian Projects which it con- 
tains and whereby it is defended; as will appear in the fol- 
But, 


II. Theſe Brethren have not ſtopt here: They have come 
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next to go more expre/s/y, or particularly and formally to 


Work, in running down that T. imony which they had moſt 


3 ſolemnly eſpouſed; and this awful Work is managed in a Set 


of .Pamphlets from that Side. 
Concerning theſe Pamphlets, it may be obſerved by the 


4 by, that they keep the former Engine ſtill playing, in a reſo- 


= lute Defence of the Burgeſs-Oath againſt che Deciſion of Sy- 
nod thereupon : Though their Defence of this Oath be ſo ever- 


five of the foreſaid Teſtimony ; that (as is evident from what 
has been already laid down) it is really an opening the Door 
to Seceders, for /wearing themſelves back into Communion 
with the eſtabliſhed Church, in a joint Profeſſion and Defence 
of Religion, againſt any ſeparate Meaſures from them on that 


Head. And indeed the Defence of the ſaid Oath, in oppoſi- 


tion to any thing pnbliſhed on the other Side, is turned fo 
deſperate, that it is like to {tick at nothing. As for Inſtance, 
in a late Piece, intitled, 4 Review of Mr. Gib's Remarks, 
8c. when the Author comes to a Paſſage of the Remarks, 
where it ſeems he could find no other Evaſion, he falls into 


a direct and groſs fa//;/jing of the Language: For in p. 14. 


S5. of the Reazieww, there is a- Quotation pretended to be 
made from p. 14. & 15. of the Remarks, as Mr. Gib's expreſs 
Fords, upon which there is great Inſul:ing ; though, after all, 
one will immediately find, by comparing, that the pretended 
Quotation in the Review, is not only different from, but con- 
tradictory to the genuine Paſſage in the Remarks, ; 

But to return: Though the Attacks expreſsly made upon 


the judicial Teſimony, by ſome late Pamphlets on that Side, do 


moſtly proceed from one Hand; yet they are juſtly to be con- 
fidercd, as what the whole Side has imbarked in. For, as 
the main Author of the new Doctrine about Lies in the Teſti- 
mony, has got t of his Brethren to embrace that diſmal 
Scheme, in the Preface to his late Obſervations; and as it is 


well known, that the ſaid Doctrine is now become the Dar- 
Ang of their whole Party; So particularly, their pretended 


R 


+ 1 


as hath been conſidered in the publiſhed Remarks thereupon; 


_ obſerved, p. 100. 


ed in the Adi of the General Aſſembly: And though (by 4% 6. | 


ſioners of the late General Aſſembly their craving, in behalf 1 


„ 


< , i * oy « TD 1 ; 3 
Synod has ventured to couch it in a late fearful A for a Fa, 


The Subſtance of that new and awful Doctrine, will be 3 


found collected in the Appendix, p. 100. 101. 104. & 105. 


But though it was ſufficient there, to evince, that the judi- 
cial Teflimony, continued in the ſolemn Aci#nowledg ment of Sins 
—and Bona, comes to be impugned and ſubverted by ſuch Do= i 
ctrine; and though there be not room here for enlarging on ⁵ 


this Sut ject: Yet a few Obſervations may be added, for clear- 


ing the Teſtimony againſt theſe Impeachments, in expoſing 


the vain Pretences upon which they are founded. And, 


1/t, In the judicial Teſlimony, concerning the Ad of Settle- | 
ment at the Revolution, as to Preſbyterian Church Govern= * 
ment and Diſcipline, - the very 4 itſelf in this Matter, even 
beſide other concomitant Procedure, is teſtified againſt, as 
making a retrogr ade Motion, whereby all the legal Securities gi- 
wen to this Church, in that covenanting Period betwixt 1638 
and 1650, are overluked and paſſed by; — according to what is 

Now, what ſort of Courſe is taken for obſcuring and ex- 
plaining away this Point of Teſtimony, as there expreſſed ?. 
It is juſt a pitiful] Attempt of defaming the ſaid covenanting 


Period, by telling us, — that though there were ſeveral legal 


Securities given to the Church in that Period, which the ReπƷe 
lution-ſettlement finfully neglected and paſſed over; yet the Settle= * 
ment of Church-government, particularly, had newer any other 
legal Security, after the Act 1592, and that Pre fore the Newo- 
lution-parliament behoved to Jook back thereto, in eſtabliſhing 
the Preſbyterian Government, As if legal Securities to the 
Church, did not imply legal Securities to Church-governmert, 
Yea as if, though the Parliament (by Act 4. 1640) ratified an 
Ad of Aſſembly, ordaining that Epiſcopal Goverment be holden 
unlawful in this Kirk, being not wvarranted by the Word of 
God; as alſo, the civil Places and Power of Kirkmen, being 
zncompatible with their ſpiritual Function: And though (by 
AX 5. 1640) they ratified an Act of Aſſembly, ordaining 
the Subſcription of the national Covenant, as then renewed, 
with a particular Abjuration of the Government of the Kirk 
by Biſhops, and the civil Places and Power of Kirkmen, as un- 


lawful within this Kirk, upon the Reaſons and Grounds contain» \ | 


1640) they reſcinded all Laws in favours of the civil Place. 
and Power of Kirkmen; upon Conſideration of the Commiſ- 1 
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of the Church, the Re/ci/fon of theſe Laws, as prejudicial tb 
Her Liberties, and incompatible with her ſpiritual Nature: And 
though (by 42 5. 1644) they ratified the League and Cove- 
nant, with the Ad of Aſſembly authoriſing the ſame; — in 
EF which League and Covenant, after ſwearing an Engagement 
for endeavouring the Pre/erwaton of the reformed Religion in 
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the Church of Scotland, in — Government, and the Reformation 


of Religion in the Kingdoms of England and Ireland, in — Go- 
' wernment, according to the Word of God; there follows an Ab- 


Juration of Prelacy: And though (by A. 15. 1649) they ad- 
ded to the King's Coronation-oath, a ſwearing his Allowance 


c“ of the national Covenant, and of the lolemn League and 


& Covenant, and Obligation to proſecute the Ends thereof 
& in his Station and Calling; and that he ſhall, for himſelf 
c and his Succeſſors, conſent and agree to Ads of Parlia- 
« ment injoining the /o/emn League and Covenant, and fully 
eflablithing Preſbyterian Church-givernment, — as they are 
« approven by the General 4/embly of this Kirk, and Par- 
& iament of this Kingdom, in all his Majeſty's Dominions:“ 
And though (by 4@ 16. 1649) they ratified the Act of Aſ- 
ſembly — approving the Veſiminſter Confeſſion of Faith ; in 
which Act of Aſſembly it is declared, that (even without the 


A A 


.= Magiſtrate's Conſent, after humble Remonſtrance to him) it 


is free to aſſemble together ſynodically, (wiz. even in General 


Aſſemblies), as we/! pro re nata, as at the ordinary Times, up- 


on Delegation from the Churches, by the intrinſical Power recei- 
wed from Chriſt, as often as it is neceſſary for the Good of the 
Church ſo to aſſemble: And though (by 4@ 26. 1649) they 
did “ fatute and ordain, that no Perſon that is malignant, and 
& diſaffected to the preſent Work of Reformation and Cove- 
& rants, —ſhall hereafter be- employed in any Place of pu- 
ce blick Power and Truſt within this Kingdom :” And though 
% (by 42 39. 1649) they did break the Yoke of Patronages, 
as a Popiſh Cuflom that hath no Warrant in God's Mod; which 
Yoke was bound on by the 4# 1592:—Yet as if all this, not to 
mention other Things, had been 20 legal Security to the Set- 


tlement of Church- government! Again, 
24ly, In direct Oppoſition to the judicial Teſimony, it is 


taught, (as obſerved, p. 101. ), That in the Treaty of Union, 
ce the Parliament of Scotland do not determine, whether the 


Church of England was Epiſcopal or Pręſbyterian; they leave 
eit to the Parliament of England, to aboliſh Epiſcopacy and 


«© ſettle Pre/bytery, if they had a mind.” And what is the 


; -. mighty Reaſon given for this? It is, that the Parliament of 


Scotland 
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' Scotland ce leave it to the Parliament of Lag land, to ſettle the 7 l 


Government of the Church there, as they ſhall think ex, 


Security of the Church of England, as they ſhall think expe- 


dient: And did not every body know, that by the Church of 


England, was meant, the Epiſcopal Church of England then 


taking place? Yea, (as is noticed in the Teſtimony), did 


not the Commiſion of the General Aſſembly then remonſtrate 
againſt that Clauſe in the A# of Ratification, as containing a 


Stipulation or Conſent for the Eſtabliſhment of the Hierarchy and 


Ceremonies, in England ? But, - 
Zaly, There are yet broader Attacks made againſt the judi- 
cial Teſtimony, on the Head of the Revolution. 


As is well expreſſed in that Teſtimony, ** This Church 


© and Land having groned under the Yoke of arbitrary Go 
% vernment, and a hot Perſecution, for the Space of about 28 
“Fears; the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to break the Yoke 


© from off our Necks, by a glorious and ſurpriſing Appearance 


© for us at the Revolution, in the latter End of the Year 16883 


_ ©©. whereof the Prince of Orange was the happy Inſtrument, 


© who was afterwards proclaimed King, to the Joy and Satiſ- 


« faction of all ſuch as had a juſt Senſe of the Worth and Va- 


© lue of their Liberties, religious and civil: Wherefore this 
% Pręſbytery judge it their Duty to commemorate with Thanks 
% fulneſs the divine Power and Gooaneſs manifeſted in this auon- 


© aerful Work, whereby all the three Nations were reſcued from 


* Popery and Slavery,” Moreover, in the ſaid Teſtimony, a 
fad Mifmprovement of that glorious and ſurpriſing Appear- 
ance is complained of and witneſſed againſt, particularly as 
to the Inſtances afterwards repeated, p. 103. & 104. And 
as Mr. Wilſon obſerves, Def. p. 316. ; „If the Lord ſhall en- 
< ter into Judgment with us, on account of the Miſimprove- 
ment of the Deliverance given us in the Year 1688, and 
« for our manifold Defections and Backſlidings from him 


“ ſince that Time, a Furnace ſeven times hotter than the for- 
mer may yet be ſet up in Scotland. But, in direct Oppo- 


ſition to the Teſtimony againſt that Miſimprovement, ſome 
ſtrange Things are now advanced ; as are afterwards noticed, 
p. 104. & 105, And, 5 

1. We are told, that“ the national Covenant, as it was 
« ſworn to and explained in 1638, and alſo the ſolemn 
<6 League and Covenant, are, by expreſs Acts of the Rewola- 


* /i0n-parliament, vindicated from the Indignities done totem 


in the preceeding Reigns :” And for Proof of this we are 
C i 


„ pedient,” But the Thing left them was, 10 provide for tbe 4 


generally 


__— 
6 
i 


l " — 
N 
5 3 * 

. 4 


generally referred to As 27. 


= twixt 1640 and 1648, as having been actuated by Madneſs and 
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S 28. 1690. Now, among 
various Acts of the preceeding Reigns, reſcinded by theſe Re- 
volution- acts, there were indeed 7hree, relating particularly to 
the foreſaid Covenants ; wiz, Act 5. Charles II. Parl. 1. Se,. 
3. which ordained every Perſon entering 
into a Place of publick Truſt, on pain of being reputed and 
puniſhed as an U/urper of his Majeſty's Authority, to ſign and 
ſubſcribe a Declaration, bearing that the foreſaid Covenants 


dere and are in themſelves unlawful Oaths; as allo Ad 5. 


F ames VII. Parl. 1. Se. 1. which declared, That the gi- 
<< ving or taking the nationa?! Covenant, as explained in the 
& Year 1638, or of the League and Covenant, (ſo common- 
& ly called), or writing in defence thereof, or owning them 
< as lawful, or obligatory upon themſelves or others, ſhall in- 
66 fer the Crime and Pains of Treafon.” 

But after all, there were ſundry other preceeding Acts a- 


gainſt theſe Covenants :— Particularly, beſide ſome others, 


there was Ad 7. Charles II. Parl. 1. Se. 1. whereby all the 
Subjects were diſcharged, ** to require the Renewing or Swear- 


4 ing of the - League and Covenant, or of any other Cove- 
7 nants, — concerning the Government of the Church,. — 
% without his Majeſty's ſpecial Warrant and Approbation; and 


cc 
cc 


this Poſition, That it is lawful to Subjects, upon Pretence of Re- 
formation, or other Pretence whatſoever, to enter into Leagues 


and Covenants, is declared rebellious and treaſonable ; and it is 


further declared, that the nati2nal Covenant, as renewed in the 
foregoing Period, with the /o/emn League and Covenant, were 


and are in themſelves uniawful Oaths, —and that there did lie 


20 Obligation upon any of the Subjects from the ſaid Oaths, or ei- 
ther of them, to endeawour any Change or Alteration of (the then) 
Government, either in Church or State; which AR alſo did an- 


nul all Acts and Conſtitutions, eccleſiaſtical or civil, approving of 


theſe Covenants ; and likewiſe declared the 4/zmbly 1638, to 
have been an unlawful and ſeditinus Meeting, —and that all 
their Proceedings were in themſelves from the Beginning, are 
now, and in all Time coming, io be reputed unlawful, woid and 
null, — and that all foregoing Ratifications thereof ſhould from 
henceforth be wid and null; yea, the whole foregoing Progreſs of 
Reformation was thereby declared to have been unlawful and /e- 
ditious Andall this, beſide the other A reſciſſory, in the forego- 
ing Seſſion of that parliament; whereby allghe Parliaments be- 
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—to renew and {wear the ſame, without his Maje/ly's Wars * 
rant,—as they will be anſwerable at their higheit Peril:“ 
And likewiſe, Act 2. Charles II. Parl. 1. Se. 2.; whereby 
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Delufion, and unfit to be any longer upon Record, are re/cing- 2 
ed and annulled, with all their Proceedings, — ſo as the whole 
ſhould be held in everlaſting Oblivion. | 
Theſe, then, were terrible Aas againſt our ſolemn Co- 
ants, whereby they ſuffered awful Indignitzes: Though (ac 
cording to what Mr. Wodrow obſerves, Vol. I. p. 24. G25. 
it was not till a little afterwards that the Parliament ordained 
Perſons in publick Truſt, to ſubſcribe the Dec/aration—re- 
nouncing theſe Covenants as in themſelves unlawful; and not 


till ſome Years afterwards that an Adherence unto them was 
But the foreſaid terrible Acts againſt 
our Covenants, doing them ſuch awful Indignities, were not, 


declared high Treaſon, 


by an expreſs Act or any otherwiſe, reſcinded at the Revolu- 
tion: Only that then, by reſcinding after Acts, Perſons in 
publick Truſt were indeed relieved from an Obligation to re- 
nounce theſe Covenants as in themſelves unlawful, on pain of 
being puribed as Uſurpers of his Majeſty's Authority; and the 
Subjects relieved from an immediate Liableneſs to be deftroy- 
ed as Traitors, for owning them. Again, | 
2. We are further taught, that“ the Revolution-parlia- 
% ment do a//zrt and avouch the alone Head/hip of our Lord 
% Chriſt over his Church, the intr:z/ic& Poxwer of the Church, 


and the divine Rig ht of Preſbytery: Which Doctrine is 


directly everſive of the judicial Teſtimony; while therein the 
General Aſſembly at the Revolution, (who did not af/zrt (or 
acknowledge by any formal Act) the alone Headſhip of our 
Lord Chriſt over his Church, the intrinſick Power of the 
Church, or the divine Right of Preſbytery), is witneſſed a- 
gainſt as Aceping Meaſures with the State in their ſeveral As 


and Deeds at that Functure. 


But now, what particular or direct Proof is offered, for the 
above Novelties of Doctrine? Why, we are referred to the 
5th Act of the ſecond Seſſion of Parliament at the Revolution, 
as reſcinding the AR, Fame VI. Parl. 21. Chap, I. ratifying the 
Aas of the Aſſembly 1610: Which pretended Aſſembly, amidſt 
a Maſs of corrupt Proceedings about the Introduction of Pre- 
lacy, had interwoven this Expreſſion concerning the General 
Aſjembly, viz, ** The Indiction whereof the Aſſembly ace 
*© knowledgeth to appertain to his Majeſty by the Preroga- 
© tive of his Royal Crown.” Again, we are referred to the 
Act, Parl. 1. Se,. 2. April 25. 1690, reſcinding the Ad anent 
the Supremacy 1669: Which Act of Supremacy had attributed 
unto the King ſuch'g bla/phemous Prerogative, concerning the 
external Government of the Church, with all eccleraſtical Meet 

8 888 © INE Ts 


dies,, and Matters to be propoſed and determined therein, — that 
| Whatever Acts, Orders and Conſtitutions he ſhould en fe | © 
= to publiſh concerning theſe, were to be ob/erwed and obeyed by BY © 
all his Majeſty's Subjects: And this b/aſphemons Act was re- 

ſcinded, juſt upon Conſideration of the Eſtates of the King» It 
dom having declared, in their Grievances, that it is inconſſi- a 
ent zvith (not the Eſtabliſhment of Church-government, in ge- — 
neral, but) the Eftabl;oment of the Church- government now de- 2 
ed, and oug bt to be abrogate. But in all his Act, or in the fore- F 
faid reſciſſory Clauſe of the other Act, — there is not one Sylla- | v 
Ble of our Lord Chri/t, nor his Heaaſbip, nor his alone Head- | * 
= Gi, nor the intrinſie Power of the Church, nor the divine 
= Right of Preſbytery: Though yet we are taught therefrom ta | © 
= reckon, that the Kevolution-parliament did aſſert and awouch 
the alone Head/i» of our Lord Chriſt over his Church, the | © 
- pntrinfick Power of the Church, and the divine Right of Pre- + 
ſdytery. However, : 
3. For ſupplying any Defect of the foregoing particular“ 

> Proofs, with reſpect to the above ſtrange Points, which are 

now advanced in contradiction to the 'Teltimony ; a general 

Sy/em of Proof is brought up, vs. the 42 27. 1690, reſcind- 
Ing the Laws for Conformity; 4 28. 1690, as reſcinding | _ 
the Anniver/ary Act, with ſome profane and bloody Laws to- tc 
ward the Cloſe of the Perſecution ; the authoriſing our Con- g 
Feffion of Faith and Books of Diſcipline, by At 5. 1690: But | ft 
eſpecially two general Clauſes of this laſt AR, vt. Their | p- 
© Majelties, with Advice and Conſent of the ſaid three E- ot 
** ſtates, do hereby revive, ratify, and perpetually confirm | ar 
all Laws, Statutes and Acts of Parliament, made againſt 
6 Popery and Papiſts, and for the Maintenance and Preſer- | S- 


vation of the true reformed Proteſtant Religion, and for | be 
the true Church of Chriſt within this Kingdom, in ſo far | th 
© as they confirm the ſame, or are made in favours thereof ; ” ra 
—and afterwards, upon a particular reſcinding of ſundry Acts, ve 
it follows, —“ with all other Acts, Laws, Statutes, Ordinan- | th 
7 ces and Proclamations, and that in fo far allenarly as the | #e 


7 faid Acts and others, generally and particularly above | ſh 
F* mentioned, are contrary or prejudicial to, inconſiſtent | v 
© with, or derogatory from the Proteſtant Religion, and Pre- fo 
* ſbyterian Government now eſtabliſhed ;”—with all which | fo 
there is taken in another Clauſe, from the Preamble of that} O 
ct, viz. Conceiving it to be their bound Duty, after the | R. 
great Deliverance that God hath hath lately wrought for | m 
= # this Church and Kingdom, in the firſt place, to w_ and | A. 
Z FRO | #* ſecurs 
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ce ſecure therein the true Proteſtant Religion, according ts 
the Truth of God's Word, as it hath of a long Time been 
& profeſſed within this Land.” | > 8 

And this new Body of Evidence, is reckoned fo far more 
than ſufficient for completing the Proof of the former, Points 


advanced againſt the Teſtimony ; that from this, along with 
the foregoing Proofs, further Doctrines everſive of the ſaid 


Teſtimony, come to be inferred, even to an aſtoniſhing 
Height, — as are obſerved, p. 104. & 105. : The Amount 
whereof is, That the Revolution arliament cannot jultly 
«© be charged with Omi/iors, as to the Settlement of the true 
Religion; the true Religion, as zt was profeſſed and fevorn 
% 79 in the ſecond Reformation-period, from 1638 to 1649, 


in oppoſition to the /24ignities done to it in the preceeding 


“ Reigns, was e/pou/ed and profeſſed by the Revolution- par- 
© liament; which does, either more generally, or more for- 
% mally and expreſsly, re/cind all the awicked Laws that were 
£ made againlt ay Part of the true Religion that was profeſ- 
« ſed in at Period, as well as the former, —and ratifies all © 
© the good Laws that ever were made in favours of it ſince the © 
% Reformation.“ 2 
Mie have now before us, a ſtrange Height of Contradifion 
to the judicial Timon, on the Head of the Rewolution, — to- 
gcther with the Subſtance and Strength of what is adduced for 
ſupporting ſuch Contradiction: And though there be not Op- 
portunity here, of ſuch Enlargement as might readily fall in 
on this Subject; yet the following Obſervations thereupon 
are propoſed. And, | 4 

(I.) What is now taught concerning 4# 5, (or the 4 of 
Settlement) 1690, as if thereby the covenanted Reformation 
betwixt 1638 and 1649 had been »evived! in oppolition to 
the Indig nities done thereto under the perſecuting Reigns ! by 
ratifying all the ge Laws which had ever been made in fa- 3 
vours of the true Religion, as it was profeſſed and ſavorn to in 
thut ſecond Period of Reformation! and by reſcinding all wwic- 3 
ked Laws to the contrary ! — This might well be reckoned i 
{ſtrange Doctrine, were it for no more than theſe Things, 
ig. Though the Parliaments themſelves, in that ſecond Re- 
formation- period, had been afterwards re/cinded and annulled, 
ſo as not to be any longer «pon Record, but held in everlafiing Þ 
Oblivion; yet there was not one Syllable, in any Acts at the 
Revolution, of reſtoring theſe Parliaments, ſo as their se 
might become capable of Ratification. Again, the foreſaid 
Ad 1699 doth particularly reſcind ſome deforming 1 3 
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Which had been already reſcinded in the ſaid Reformation- pe- a 
= riod, without ever conſidering them as having become alrea- a 
c dead and buried in that Period. Further, though the Set- 5 

tlement of Preſbytery by the Act 1592, had been afterwards | _ 

- revived, with further Reformation upon that Head, in the L 
ſiaid ſecond Period; yet the ſaid Ac was returned to, in the | _ 
ERevolution- ſettlement, without one Syllable about hat after * 
= Revival and further Reformation, Allo, in reviving the Act a 
1502, at the Revolution, the Clauſe thereof binding on the 
Yoke of Patronages —is excepted, to be thereafter taken into | I 


Conſideration; without any Regard unto the ſaid Yoke ha- * 
br ving been already broken, anno 1649, as a Popiſb Cuſtom, that h 


=” hath zo Warrant in Gid's Word, Likewiſe, when this AA 5. c 
1690 comes forward to a particular refcinding ſome Laws in x 
the perſecuting Reign of Charles II. it entirely overleaps all the la 
Laus or the rf Seſſion of his firſt Parliament, wherein the 5 
late ſolemn Covenants and covenanted Reformation had been a 
| . . . . . [ 
au fully overthrown; and as it begins with reſcinding the jr ff 5 
= 42 of the ſecond Seſſion of the ſame Parliament, ſo it again 5 
* overlaps the very next, or the ſecond Ad of that Seſſion, — Fo 
though this was the terrible A Reſc: ry, whereof ſome par- : 
= ticular Accountthas been already given, . 14. And like- 4, 
wiſe, the Revolution-parliament came afterwards to reſcind ce 
ſeveral wicked Laws concerning Religion in the perſecuting 60 


Reigns, beſide thoſe which had been ſpecified in the Act e, 4 
Settlement ; (while alſo the Act anent Religion and the Teſt, cc 
which the Act of Settlement had expreſsly reſcinded n %% far, cc 
come to be further reſcinded by Ad 28. 1690): But when at- ce 
terwards they particularly reſcind theſe other wicked Laws, cc 
it is without the leaſt Hint of any Salvo about the general 1 
Clauſe reſciſſory in the foregoing Act of Settlement; though 667 


in another Cafe (Act 28.), where a Clauſe is brought in as 2 

= comprehending a Part and but a Part of the preceeding gene- 3 

ral, they bring it in with ſaying, and but Prejudice of this Ge- 4 

neraliiy. Wherefore, as the general Clauſe reſciſſory in the 

Act of Settlement could enervate 0 former Laws, farther than I 

as they ſhould be found jnconſiſtent with the Settlement e- * 

therwi/e made in that Act; ſo it muſt be very unaccountable ww 

to ſuppoſe, that the ſaid general Clauſe was intended to re- 1 
main Fectual, againſt any wicked Laws concerning Religion 5 

in the perſecuting Reigns, which came not afterwards to be ne. 


= otherwiſe reſcinded. ; | fai, 
= And fo, in an Index and Abridgment of the Scots Laws, for 

Eto or three hundred Years back, carried on till ſome Years at» 
= -.. 8 IN ter 


3 | . 
Sf 2 of ® - 5 


ter the Revolution, by Sir James Stuart the King's Advocate; 
„pe | which Book, of common Uſe among thoſe who deal in Laws 
ra- matters, has undergone more than one Edition, and is print- 
Set- ed with a Privilege by the Lords of Privy Council. — without 
vards any Cenſure, as if it were any ways injurious to the preſent 
the Law or Government: Though the ſeveral Laws, both Before 
n the and after our ſecond Reformation- period, be there condeſcended 
after upon, as to what they import and when they were made, 
with the ſeveral Reſcindings and Revivings which any of them 
b had afterwards undergone ;—yet both the Parliamenis and 
into Laws of that Reformation- period, which came to be annul- 
led at the Reſtoration, are there paſſed in Silence as if they 
| that had never been; further than that the infamous 4s reſciſſo- 
N ry, overthrowing theſe Parliaments and Laws with the whole 
* Work of Reformation in that covenanting Period, are there 
Uthe laid down in the ſame Way as any other landing Laws, with- 
1 the out any Inſinuation of their having been either formally or 
been materially reſcinded at the Revolution. And Mr. Vodroau, 
> jurft in the firſt Volume of his Hiſtory publiſhed about 28 Years _ 
gan | ago, when ſpeaking of the wicked 42 reſciflory anno 1662, 
N (whereof ſome particular Account has been already given, 5. 
oi 14.), he ſays, p. 118. & 119. © They declare it a treaſon- 
like s able Poſition and ſeditious, That it is lawful for Subjects 
cind 0 enter into Leagues and Covenants for Reformation; this 
ung «« Declaration runs ſo flatly in the Face of Scripture, Rea 
4 of * ſon, and the approven Practice of many, that it is a Shame 
Teſt, © and Reproach that i? fands in the Body of our Scots Laws, 


/ wh and caſts a Slur upon our excellent Reformation from Pope- 
1 « ry, which upon the Matter is here declared to have been 
AWS, 6 ſeditious and treaſonable.“ — Wherefore it muſt appear ve- 


eral ry odd to tell us zow, and to bring in the Ad of Settlement 


Pugh for the chief Proof of it, as if the covenanted Reformation be- 
2 twixt 1638 and 1649 had been revived at the Revolution, in 
—_ oppoſition to the Iudignities done thereto under the perſecu- 
Ge- ting Reigns! | a 3 
| the Moreover, if it indeed held, as is now taught, that all the 
than good Laws which were made in favours of the true Religion in 
1 5 that reforming Period, as it was then profeſſed and fworn to, 
able were ratifed at the Revolution; this behoved to comprehend 
LO” a Ratifzing of the following Laws, among others, vix. Ak 
1 5. 1640, anent the Ratification of the Covenant, as it was re- 
o be newed in that Period; which doth ordain and command the % 
ſaid Covenant to be ſubſcribed by all his Majeſty's Subjects; and 
a — alſo ordain the ſamen io be preſented at the Entry of every Zara 1 
rae 5 MN * mens, = 


ter 
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bet, and before they 


8 publickly read, and fworn by the whole Members of Parliament 


claiming Voice therein, otherwiſe the Refuſers io ſubſcribe and 


- fevear the ſame ſhall have no Place nor Voice in Parliament. Al- 
fo Ad 5. 1644, which approves and confirms the League and 
Covenant, together with the As of the Kirk and Eſiate autho- 


rifang the ſame. Likewiſe A 15. 1649, which ordains, that 


before the King be admitted to the Exerciſe of his Royal 


Power, he Hall aſſure and declare by his ſolemn Oath, under his 


Hand and Seal, bis Allswance of the national Covenant, and 
Obligation to proſecute the Ends thereef in his Station and Cal- 
ling; and that he ſhall conſent and agree to Hats of Parliament 
3 {> wavins the Solemn League and Covenant, in all his Majeſty's 


eminions, And alſo, Ad 26. 1649, which doth ** ſtatute and 


* ordain, that no Perſon that is maliznant, and dijſaffeaed to 


« the pre/ent Work of Reformation and Covenants, and a- 
* gain{twhom there is juſt Cauſe of Exception, or juſt Ground 


4 of Jealouſy, becauſe of their Diſaffection, — ſhall hereafter 
bebe — employed in any Place of publick Poxwer and Truſi 


* within this Kingdom: — And it is ſtatute and ordained, 
© That if —aſter— being employed in Places of Power and 
* Truſt, they ſhall make Defection to the Malignancy, — this 


their Malignancy—being proved againſt them, ſhall be a 
4 ſufficient Cauſe to the Parliament of this Kingdom, or a- 


<* ny having Power from them for that Effect, to- remove 
* or ſuſpend theſe Perſons from the Places of Power and 
* Truft.” Now, though indeed none of the above Acts ei- 
ther could or ever pretended to make ſuch religious Qualiſica- 
tions eſſential to the Nature and Validity of civil Offices and 


Power; while they only contained Limitations for the more 


ſuitable and profitable Exerciſe thereof, by thoſe who had Au- 
thority to make and maintain ſuch Limitations : Yet ſecing 
the Authors of the new Doctrine about the Revolution, are 


© not come the Length of denying that 7he/e were Laws in fa- 


vours of the true Religion, as profeſſed and ſworn to in our ſe- 


cond Reformation- period; what they are now advancing, (as 
if all the good Laws then made in favours of the true Religion 
es then profeſſed and {ſworn to, had been ratified at the Revo- 
lution), mult therefore import, that particularly he/e Laws 
were r2vived, and ſo returned to their Effect, at the Rewo/u- 
tion. And ſhall any think, that they can get the World per- 


= fuaded of ſuch abſurd Fancies? Or can the new Doctrine 


1 which is advanced on this Head, be of any better Compari- 


4 ſon, 


\ proceed to any other Act, that the ſame be 
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However, $ | | | 
(2.) This extravagant Notion, That all the good Laws 
which had ever been made in fayours of the true Religion as 


it was profefſed and fworn to in out ſecond Period of Refor- 


$373 


mation—were ratified, and that all bad Laws to the _— 1 
t oY 


- 


—were reſeinded, at the Revolution; this is now taught wi 


great Confidence, eſpecially from the foreſdid general Clauſts 


in the Act of Settlement. 
And here it may be firſt obſerved, that it is but an empty 


Affair, to triumph about this new Interpretation of theſe ge- 
neral Clauſes, upon the Maxim of Generali including Parlicu- 


lars: Seeing that new Interpretation of theſe Clauſes is tefuſed, 
not juſt becauſe they are general, —but becauſe they are 6h 


evi/e ſo laid and circumſtantiated, as that they cannet adinit t 


any ſuch Interpretation. 


In the next place, It behoved to be a very looſe and abſurfd 
Way of dealing with ſuch general Clauſes in an Act of Para- 
ment, to receive them as comprehending all that ze c 
mean by the Words thereof, abſtractly taken : When the on- 


ly proper Reception of them muſt be, according to what we 


ſon, than unto the Etfavagancies of a Dysan, running d- 
rectly croſs to the moſt palpable Reality and Truth d Things? 


have Reaſon to conclude the Parliament means by them, as 


they are laid and circumſtantiated. 


Accordingly, the new Way of explaining theſe general F | 
Clauſes, is ſo very abſurd and awful, —that it equally ſerves -Þ 


for juſtifying the parliamentary Procedure about Rehgion, a- 


midſt all Apoſtaſy and Perſecution that had ever taken place in 


— 


Scotland, ſince the Reformation from Popery. For as pony Y 
ſe than 
general Clauſes, in favours of the true Religion; ſo, under 


Ads cannot, in the Nature of the Thing, be any w 


all the ſaid Apoſtafy and Perſecution that had formerly taken 
place, there ſtill were general Act, paſſed about the true Reli- 
gion, —of as fair and fawurable a Strain, in themſelves, as 


any general Clauſes at the Revolution. Thus, in the Vear 


1600, after King and Parliament had made conſiderable Pro- 


greſs in Apoſtaſy, as to the introducing of Prelacy ; yet they 


paſſed the following 4#,- viz. © Our Sovereign Lord, with 
Advice of the Eltates of this preſent Parliament, ratifies, 
© approves, and confirms the Liberty of the true and holy 


Kirk, and Religion preſently profeſſed within this Realm, 1 


and eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the ſame, and all Acts, Con- 
** ſtitutions and Immunities, made and granted to the fame, 
* as well in his n 40 de | 
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And ordains the ſame to be put to Execution in all Points, 
= © againſt all Perſons whatſomever, in all Time coming.“ 
Again, in the Year 1633, when the Apoſtaſy of that Period 
Was come to a much greater Height, and ſtill a-carrying on; 

another Ad was palled, as follows, wiz. ** Our Sovereign 


52 


Lord, with Advice and Conſent of the Eſtates, ratifies and 


0 approves all and whatſcever Acts and Statutes made before, 


F< anent the Liberty and Freedom of the true Kirk of God, 


9 ſet down and expreſſed.” 


4 and Religion preſently profeſſed within this Realm; and 
= © ordains the ſame to ſtand in full Force and Effect, as if 


& they were ſpecially mentiened;” Moreover, during the 


© late Period of horrible Apoſtaſy and Perſecution, two ſimilar 
= Fs took place, wiz. toward the End of the Reign of Charles II. 
gan 1681, which was one of the hotteſt Years of the Perſe- 


cution,—a general A was paſled, ratifying and approving 


Wl | 5 all and whatſoever Laws, Acts and Statutes, made by King 
Janes VI. and King Charles I. (in whoſe Time both our for- 


mer Periods of Reformation had taken place), for ſettling and ſecu- 
ring the Liberty and Freedom of the true Kirk of God, and the Pro- 
teflant Relig ion preſently profeſſed within this Realm: Yea, in the 
Year 1685, which was another of the hotteſt Years of the Per- 
ſecution, —when the Duke of Vora, a profeſſed Papiſt, had 
come to the Throne; an AA was made of the Tenor follow- 
ing, vig. Our Sovereign Lord, with Conſent of his Eſtates 
5 in Parliament conveened, ratifies and confirms a the Acts 


6 and Statutes formerly paſſed for the Security, Liberty and 


& Freedom of the true Church of God, and the Proteſtant 
“ Religion preſently profeſſed within this Kingdom, in their 
« whole Strength and Tenor, as if they were here particular- 


Now, conſidering the very wide and fair Terms in which 


| | " theſe Acts were laid, as plauſible, in themſelves, as any ge- 


neral Clauſes at the Revolution; if the Witneſſes for Refor- 


1} mation had then fallen upon the new Way of explaining ſuch 


c 


2H CC 6 
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Generali, by conſidering them abſtractly, according to all that 


they themſelves could have meaned by ſuch fair Words, — how 


4 might they hereupon have gone to Work ? Why, even du- 
ring the greateſt Height of the Apoſtaſy and Heat of the Per- 


ſecution, they might have reaſoned as follows, viz. © What- 
ever wrong Courſes the Parliament has /ately been taking, 
** yet they are turned right now; all is going right, and tight, 
* and well with them now : They have now come to approve, 
ratify and confirm the good Laws, Acts and Statutes former— 


ly made {or the Security, Liberty and Freedom of the true 
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But the Witneſſes for Reformation, in thoſe Days, were not 
left to dream themſelves out of their Teſtimony, or to profiz- 
zute Conſcience and common Senſe unto the Chime of Sounds 


Kirk of God, the true and holy Kirk, —and the Protefant R. 
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ligion, the true Religion, preſently profeſſed in this Realm: 
And it is not only /ome of theſe good Laws, or ſuch of: 


them as had been left unreſcinded, that they now ra- 


4 


ztify and confirm; but it is all of them; all and what/oe- * 


wer ſuch good Laws, Acts and Statutes, about the true 
Kirk and true Religion, as have been formerly paſſed ſince "i 


the firſt Dawning of the Reformation from Popery ; 7 | 

they are all now ratified, in their whole Strength and Te- 
nor, as if they were particularly ſet down and expreſſed: 
And thus the true Religion, as it was profeſſed and ſworn to 


in our Reformation-periods, is now again e/psuſed and pro- 
« fied by the Parliament; as they now, either more ge- 
© nerally or particularly, do ſtrongly ratify all the geo 


Laws that ever were made in favours of it ſince the Refor- 
mation; whereby all the bad Laws that have ever been 
made to the contrary, are conſequently overthrown !'”— 


and Syllables, by falling into ſuch fanciful Reaſonings. 


What therefore was the faireſt View they could reaſonably - 
take of ſuch general Acts, or what was the beſt Notion of 
them that could then occur to the thinking World? Why, 


they juſt behoved to reckon, concerning ſuch general As, 


let the Language of them be as fair as Words could make it, 
— that yet they really amounted to no more, than a general 
ratifying of /uch former Laws about the Church and Religion 
as might quadrate with the particular Settlement which was o- 
therwiſe taking place at the Time. 

Jult ſo, if we conſider the general Clauſes in the Act of Set- 


tlement at the Revolution, according to any common Senſe; 
we mult conclude, that they really amounted unto no more, 
with reſpect toany former Laws about the Church and Religion, 
than a general reviving and ratifying of ach as ſnould be found 
agrecabie, and reſcinding of /ach as ſhould be found diſagree- 
able, unto the particular Settlement which was otherwiſe made 
by the ſaid Revolution- act. But the particular Settlement made 
by that Act, was in a Way of tter Silence about the Refor- 
mation- period betwixt 1638 and 1649, as if ſuch a Period 
had newer been; as alſo in a Way of poing directly by—and lea- 
ving untouched, all the Acts of the firſt Seſſion of Parliament 


at the Reſtoration, with the ſecond Act of the next Seſſion of 4 
the ſame Parliament, —whereby the covenanted Reforma 4 
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ot the ſaid Period had been razed: And ſo the particular Set- 
"tlement of this Revolution- act, was evidently made to fland 


z 4 Confiftency with the Burial of that covenanted Reformati- 
on by thoſe A, reſciſſory: Wherefore it mult be very odd to 
ſuppoſe, that the gezera/Clav/es in this Act of Settlement could 
cantradict the particular Settlement therein, by making real Op- 
* poſition to theſe Ads reſei/ory, in favours of the ſaid Reformati- 
on period. And indeed to teach, that the Work of Reforma- 
tion betwixt 1638 and 1649, which was andeniably left buried 


find any Revive in the general Clauſes thereof whereby that 

| particular Settlement was fenced, —is a Scheme of ſuch glaring 
Abſurdity, as ſcarce needs to be expoſed. And, 
3.) It is quite vain to pretend, that this new Fancy, as if 
our late covenanted Reformation had been revived by the Re- 
vVvolution- ſettlement,— can derive any rea! Countenance from 
the above mentioned Clauſe in the Preamble of the Act of Set- 
=  thkment, or from the authoriſing of our Weſiminſier Confelſin 
on by the fame Act. For the Expreſſion in that Clauſe, about 
fſettling he true. Proteſtant Religion as it hath of a long Lime 
been profefſed within this Land, can bear no ſuch Improve- 


rent Times), 
and conſidering. alſo, that the faid Expreſſion is ſo. genera] and 
= indefinite, as to ab//ra# from any Di/tindon of Times ſince 
F the fart Reformation, with reſpect to the ſaid Profeſſion; — 
fo that it evidently aids from every thing in the Profeſſion 
oß the Proteſtant Religion, but what was common unto all theſe 
Times. | 
And as little can be inferred, in the preſent Caſe, from the 
authoriſing of our Wieſiminſter Confeſſion by the Act of Settle- 
ment, 
tioned in a Way of cver looking any ſpecial Deſignation that it 
had under the late covenanting Period, —but by this »ezv De- 
ſignation, wiz, the Confeſſion of Faith now read in their Pre- 
fence, Again, the Expreſſion of ratifying it as the publick and 
oo @wacued:Confeſſion of this Church, is ſo abſtract and indefinite, 
that cven though it had been deſigned to look farther back 
than the Church · diffuſive of Preſbyterians, then come out of 
the Furnace of Perſecution, who were then beginning to re- 
cover and be acknowledged: in a national Church- ſtate: Yet 
mil no particular Account is made of the Act f Aſembiy 1647, 
daopting the ſaid Confeſſion; and there is a Account at oy 
== - 1 | mage 


in the particular Settlement of this Revolution- act, could yet 


ment: Conſidering that the Prote/lant Religion had been ſome 
d vay profeſſed in this Land, (though very diferently at diffe- | 
all along ſince the Reformation from Popery ; | 


For, in that Act, the ſaid Con/e/fon begins to be men- 
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was adopted by that Ad, — nor of the Ratifeation thereof by 


the Parliament 1649, according to the ſaid A of Lſſembly y" | 


—and it is now ratified, in a Way of abſtracting from the H- 
gone reforming Confederation thereof, as a covenanted Paint of 


Uniformity in the three Kingdoms: Yea this Act of Settle- 1 
ment, in the ratifying of that Confeſſion, doth fo far abitra& I 
from all Conſideration of any thing proper and peculiar to the } 


Prefoyterian reforming Church of Scotland, concerning the ſaid 
Confeffion ; that it is ratified under 20 more particular View, 


than as the publick and avowed Confaſſion of this Church, con- 
taining the Sum and Subſtance of the Doctrine of the refurmed 


Churches. But, | 

(4.) In order to a clearer and more comprehenſive View of 
this whole Affair, let us next make a brief Compariſon of what 
has been laid down as witneſſed againſt in the Teſtimony 
about State-procedure at the Revolution, with what 1s now 


advanced to the contrary, as to the Evidences on both Sides; 


and it will be very obvious, on what Side the Balance falls, 


What has been laid down as witneſſed againſt in the Teſti- 
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made of the neceſſary Limitation and Bxplication wherewit | 


mony, about State-procedure at the Revolution, depends up= 


on immediate and dire Evidences : Which are briefly as fol» 
diffe- 3 
tion of its being à great and inſupportable Grievance ta this 


lows.——-That the aboliſhing of Prelacy was upon Conſidera- 


Nation, (which even a good Thing can be to an ill or preju- 
diced Nation); and contrary to the Inclination of the Generality 
of the People ewer ſince the Reformation, (which was a Reaſon 
wholly political); they hawing reformed from Popery'by Preſby- 
ters, (which was a Ground merely occaſional) : And the Strate- 
ad did thus aboliſh Prelacy, according to the PEOPL E's Claim 
of Right ; without acknowledping any oid or calling for any 
new Church-a#, which had or might have condemned it, ac- 
cording to CHRIST's Claim of Right in the Matter. That 


the Settlement of Preſbytery was in purſuance of the A abo- 


liſhing Prelacy according to the Claim of Right; in the Cloſe 
of which Act there had been a Reſolution declared, to /err/e 
by Law that Church-government in this Ningdam which is nfl 
agreeable to the Inclinations of” the People *: And this Settle- 


ment of Preſbytery was in a Way of reviving the former Set- 


* The Settlement of Preſbytery was without expreſſing any friptural 
Conſideration of it, any more particular than that of being agrecable to 
the Word of God; which is a Poſition that will hold about all the different 
Forms of civil government, and all Schemes of human Policy caneerning 
Things of themſelves. indiſſerent, according as any of them ſhall prove 
molt expedient. | | 
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= tlement thereof anno 1592 ; without conſidering that Rewi- | 
dal of the ſaid Act 1592, with the further Reformation con- 
= cerning it, or any further legal Securities to this Church, — 
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which had afterwards taken place in the late covenanting Pe- 
That in the above Settlement of Preſbytery, ſome old 
Adds were reſcinded, which had already been (and more ſuit- 


ably) reſcinded in the ſaid covenanting Period, without any 
Conſideration of their having been ſo: And the Part of the 


Act 1592 relating to Patronages, was reſerved for after Con- 


= ſideration ; without regard to its having been already made 
void by the Parliament 1649. That whatever be ſaid in ſome 


Revolution- acts, about reviving any former Laws ; yet they 


have never a Word about reviving any former Parliaments be- 


ol 


twixt 1640 and 1650, which had become annulled, —thongh 
it was not till the Revival of theſe former Parliaments, that a- 
ny thing they had done could come to be legally underſtood 
as belonging to the Category of former Laws, That mhoſe Acts 
of the firſt Seſſion of Parliament at the Reſtoration, with the 


ſecond Act of the ſecond Seſſion thereof, whereby the late co- 
© venanted Reformation had been awfully overthrown, —were 
not conde/cended upon or culled out by any reſciſſory Acts or 


Clauſes at the Revolution, though ſome other Acts of that Re- 
ſtoration-parliament were fo. That though ſome gHrannical 
and bloody As of the late Reigns, which did properly look 


28 forward, ſtriking directly againſt the Subje?; who ſhould own. 


or not renounce the Covenants, —were reſcinded at the Re- 
volution : Yet there had been ſome other wicked Acts before 
theſe, which did properly look backward, ſtriking directly a- 
gainſt the Covenants themſelves as they had been ſolemnly en- 


+ When the Act of Settlement obſerves, that Presbytery, having been 
eſtablithed by the Act 1592, was © thereafter received by the general Con- 
« fent of this Nation, to be the only Government of Chriſt's Church 


« within this Kingdom ;”” this did plainly abſtract from an acknowledging 


that Presbytery (as well as Presbyters) had got Footing in Scotland before 
that Time; and it was applicable to the Caſe of the Nation during ſome 
Years aſter that Time, till Prelacy was got introduced: But the Obſer- 
vation of its having been thereafter received, did plainly abſtract from the 
Caſe of its having been hereafter revived, in the late covenanting Period; 
and of its having been then received as a Point of Unifority for the three 
Kingdoms. | 

When the Preſbyterian Church-government was indefinitely eſtabliſh- 
ed in the Hands of thoſe Presbyterian Miniſters, who had been outed ſince 


the firſt of January 1661; this did wave a making any account of what 


Defeftion from the late covenanted Reformation, had been taking place, in 


= the Way of the Pzublick Reſolulioners, and of the Compliers with the In- 
= dulgences and the Toleration, oy 
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Oaths, and pretending to diſſolve the Obligation thereof, — 
as alſo, declaring againſt that former covenanting Wark, as if 
it had been /editious, rebellious and treaſonable ; which Acts 


were not condeſcended upon or culled out by any reſciſſory Acts or 


Clauſes at the Revolution. And, in a word, that in any Acts 
at the Revolution there was uo mention made of the late Re- 


ormation-work, or of our folemn Covenants, —more than if 


ſuch Things had never been. 

It is then upon ſuch Ewidences as above, (which are gene- 
rally expreſſed or implied in the Teſtimony, and which are o- 
therwiſe very notour), that the Teſtimony has theſe Com- 


plaints of the Revolution-ſettlement, wiz. ** Prelacy is never 


& conſidered as contrary to the Word of God, and abjured by 
© our Covenants; nor our Preſbyterian Church Government 
and Diſcipline, as what the Land is bound and obliged to 
*© maintain, by the molt ſolemn Oaths and Covenants ; A re- 
66 trograde Motion is made, near an hundred Years backward; 


and alli the legal Securities given to this Church, in that 


4 covenanting Period from 1638 to 1650, are werde and 
% paſſed by : Likewiſe all the Acts of the firſt Seſſion of the 


% firſt Parliament of King Charles II. together with the 227ꝶ 


c mous Ad reſcifſory (anno 1662), whereby a covenanted Re- 
© formation was razed, and the Acts and Deeds of that co- 


venanting Period were declared ſeditious and treaſonable, 


are /ft untouched in this above mentioned Settlement: The 
& Tndignities done to the national and ſolemn League and Co- 
„ wenant, and conſequently to the molt high God, the great 
Party in them, are never regarded; but theſe /o/emn Oaths 


6 and Covenants are lift buried under an A reſciſſery, and 


© other Acts and Deed ſubverſive of them.“ 

Well, when the eso Scheme is brought forth, in oppoſition 
to the Teſtimony on theſe Points; is it in the Way of ma- 
king any candid and fair Attempt to diſprove ſuch immediate 
and direct Ewidences upon which the Teitimony proceeds in 
this Matter? By no means. Or is it in the Way of produ- 
cing any immediate and direct Evidence; for ſupporting the new 
Scheme? Not at all. How then is the Affair managed? how 
is that Scheme offered to be ſupported? Why, it is juſt by a 
Number of frained Inferences and Hoſe Fetches from ſome Acts 
of Parliament, with forced and abſurd Gies upon general 
Clauſes thereof. | | 


IO  xxvih 
tered into and proſecuted under the foregoing Period; diſ-y* 
charging any Renovation of them without his Majeſty's Nar- 
rant, and afterwards declaring them 7# themſelves unlawful 
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We are roundly told, that“ the Rewolution-parliament do 


- afſert and avouch the alone Headſhip of our Lord Chrilt o- 
e ver his Church, the iatrinſic Power of the Church, and 


cc the divine Right of Preſbytery: And without there being 


2 Syllable of ſuch Things in any Acts at the Revolution; 
we are taught to infer all from an Ad reſcinding the A# of 


Supremacy 1669, and from the A of Settlement, in its re- 


Ih * ſeinding the 4# Janes VI. Parl. 21. Chap. 1. as alſo in its 


ratifying our Confeſſion of Faith and Books of Diſcipline, But it 


is very odd, to draw any ſuch Inferences from the bare reſcind- 
ing of that Act Fames VI. or of the Act of Supremacy 1669; 
conſidering what has been already obſerved upon this Matter, 
pP. i5.& 16.: And conſidering 2 that the reſcinding of 


theſe Acts was only in fo far as agreeable to, or in conjunction 
with, the reviving of the Act 1592; by which the Aﬀembly 
was ſtill 4-prived of Power, where the King or his Commiſſi- 


oners are preſent, to n9minate and appoint Time and Place for 


their next Meeting. And as to the alledged ratifying of our 


* Books of Diſcipline, (which muft be meant of ſuch a Thing ha- 


ving been materially implied in the revived Act 1592), with 
the ratifying of our Coaſe Mon of Faith; it is as odd to draw 
any ſuch Inferences from theſe Topicks : Confidering what 
has been already obſerved, about the Manner of ratifying that 
Confeſſion, with the Manner wherein Prelacy was aboliſhed, and 
our Preſbyierian Church Government and Diſcipline reſtored, 
at the Revolution : And conſidering further, that, according 
to ſuch a general and looſe Way of Reaſoning, the prefent e- 


ſtabliſhed Church might be called fund enough in Doctrine, be- 


cauſe they profeſs to retain our We/tminſter Confeſſton ; yea, e- 
very corrupt Church, and even groſs Hereticks, might be ſaid 
to affert and avouch a found Doctrine, becauſe they profeſs 
to maintain the Biòle. | | 

Again, we are taught, that © the national Covenant, as it 
* was {worn to and explained in 1638, and alſo the ſolemn 


© Leagne and Covenant, are, by expreſs Acts of the Rewo/u- | 
« tion parliament, windicated from the Hadignities done to 


* them in the preceeding Reigns.” And after all, as there 
is 10 Revolution-a& that makes any mention of theſe Cove- 
nants, or of Indignities done them, or of windicating them: 
So the 4s we are referred to on this Head, do contain no- 
thing about it, but a indicating the Subje#s from Tyranny and 
Butchery on account of theſe Covenants ; leaving the Cowe- 


een themselves to he confidered according to other unreſcind- 
add Acts, as hath been already explained. 25 


Moreover, 
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Mofeover, it is advanced, that the Revolution · parlia- 


« ment cannot juſtly be charged with Omiſſions, as to the Set- 7 
ce tlement of the true Religion; the true Religion, -@s it ad 


c profęſſed and ſworn to in the ſecond Reformation- period, 


La) 
A 


«© toit in the preceeding Reigns, was e/pou/ed and profeſſed by 


& the Revolution-parliament ; which does, either more ge- 


*© nerally, or more formally and expreſsly, reſcind all the A 
cc qavicked Laws that were made againſt any Part of the true 
© Religion that was profeſſed in that Period as well as the, 


Ly 


& former, and ratifies all the good Laws that ever were made 
And what are 


© in favours of it ſince the Reformation.“ 
the fine Evidences produced for ſupporting ſuch high Point? 
Why, there is firſt the ratifying of our Confeffon by the 4# 

of Settlement, with the great Doctrine about ſome general Claus 
fes in that Act: But how groſsly unaccountable and abſurd it 
is, to make ſuch [ferences from or put ſuch G/2/zs upon theſe * 
Things, has been already detected. And what are afterwards 
adduced, is the Act 27. 1690, which reſcinded the arbitrary - 
and perſecuting Laws for Conformity,--with the A# 28. 1690, 
as reſcinding ſome other profane and bloody Laws toward the » 
Cloſe of the Perſecution, and reſcinding the A fer a /olemm _ 
Anniverſary Thankſgiving ; (the reſcinding of which Anniver- 
fary Act was in a Way of abſtrating from and wawing all o- 
ther or further Conſideration thereof, than as Now either uſe= 
leſs or found io be hurtful ; ſo that all the real Efe@ of this re- 
ſcinding, was the People's Freedom from any /ga/ Obligati- 
on to keep the 29th of May for ever as an holyday to the Lord, 
in Thankſgiving for the Reſtoration of King Charles II.): But 
what further, in any common Reaſon, could the Amount of 
theſe Adds belong unto, than unto the great Deliverance from 
arbitrary Government and Perſecution, which the Nation met 
with at the Revolution; and as coinciding with the Overthrow 


of Prelacy, according to the peculiar Manner wherein Prelacy 


was aboliſhed, and Preſbytery reſtored, at that Time. 

Well then, aſter all the Parade wherewith the zeww Scheme 
about the Revolution has been given out, as a Thing proven 
and demonſtrated; vet there is nothing to be found in the al- 
ledged Profi and Demonſtrations thereof, but a Huddle of ſuch 
flrained Inferences and loaſe Fetches from ſome Acts of Parlia- 
ment, with ſuch ab/urd Glaſſes upon ſome general Clauſes of 
them, —as cannot deſerve any room but in Fancy no Faith. 
And are thele of any Moment, for counterbalancing the imme= 
diate and direct Ewvidences on which the Teflimony proceeds in 
the preſent Caſe ? Or can they warrant a Man's Conſcience, | 
| ® tl - at 
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from 1638 to 1649, in oppolition to the Iadignities done Y 
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to that ſolemn witneſhng and covenanting Work which the 

Lord has graciouſly brought forth amongſt us? ; 
The 44s of Parliament which are boaſted of in this Affair, 
= .o“ indeed ſerve for proving what the Teſtimony never denied; 
as to that grious and ſurpriſing Appearance which the Lord 
made for us at the Revolution, in that evorderful Work of de- 


and a hot Perſecution, whereof the late King William, who act- 
ed in Scotland by his Parliament and Miniſtry there, vas the 
happy Inflrument ; and as to the Overthrow of Prelacy, with 
the Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Religion and of Prefbytery, 
according to the Manner which has been already explained, 
But what ſays all this as to the Caſe of our making a grateful 
and ſuitable Appearance for the Lord at that Time, in return- 
ing to the Lord and his Work, according to the due Pattern of 
the late covenanting Period ? 

It is quite off the Purpoſe to talk here, about how far any 
Obſcurities, Ambiguities or general Terms of Law, ought to 
= be explained in Favours of the People, or about what Benefit of 
Law we might claim to ourſelves, againſt the civil Power : 
Por the Plea now taken in hand is of a quite other Nature 
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1 
A 
as it is a pleading from ſome Acts of Parliament, in favrs of 
the civil Power, and People, and this whole Generation, a= 
” gainſt God. The Matter called in queſtion, is about us in this 
Generation having many ways ſerved ourſelves Heirs unto the Sins 
and Backſlidings of our Fathers, according to ſome particular 
Inſtances condeſcended upon in the Teftimony : And ſo the 
ew Scheme broached in oppolition to the Teftimony on fhat 
Head, is properly a Scheme of rejecting theſe Cauſes of the 
Lord's Wrath, exploding theſe Grounds of his Controverſy, 
and ca/ling theſe Articles of his Indictment againſt this Gene- 
ration. And what is there offered for ſupporting ſuch a 
Scheme, in the preſent Arguings about ſome Acts of Parlia- 
ment? Is there any one particular or definite Word brought in 
from any of theſe Acts, 10 the contrary of theſe Things laid 
doun in the Teſtimony? Not one, Do any of theſe Acts 
make the leaſt mention of the late covenanted Reformation, or 
of our {olemn Covenants, or of Prelacy as contrary to. the 
Mord of Goa, and abjured by theſe Covenants, or of Preſbyte- 
Y as what the Land was bound by theſe Covenants to maintain, 
more than if ſuch Things had newer been; or do they con- 

- tain any one particular Hint about reverſing the above menti- 
_ vned* 4s reſci ſory, baron the ſaid Reformation and Cove- 
nants had deen buried, (and which are laid out among fand- 
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 wenant, do yet ſtand indicated from Tadignities,—and that 


Day !—And of what a lamentable Tendency is all this, to 


gainſt them, in a Claud of the moſt extravagant Fancies ? But, 


ing Lau, in our common. Index of Laws, to this very Day) 
By no means. But all the Schemè is built upon a confuſed 
training of ſome Acts which are not to the Purpoſe; ande- 
ſpecially, upon ſuch an Improvement of ſome general Clauſes, © 
as cannot conſiſt with the Nature of theſe Acts in the parti 
evlar Settlement thereby made, —and as could have ſerved, by 
a juſt Parallel, for g&p/sding the Charge of Srzate-defe@ion, du- 
ring the Heat of the Perſecution, according to what has been; 
formerly obſerved. Moreover. . 
(F.) The Awfulneſs of the new Scheme about the Revolu- ** 
tion, comes to be vaſtly aggravated, from the Application 
which is made thereof unto the præſent Time. The high 
Things which have been advanced as taking place then, con- 
cerning Religion and Reformation, are all brought forward 
as preſently taking place in the ſame Way ill“; and that for 
Defence of a preſent Swearing of the religious Clauſe in ſome 
Burgeſs-oaths. Thus, however the alone Headſbip of Chrilt 


over his Church, the iatrinſict Power of the Church, and the 


divine Right of Preſbytery,—have come to be farther incroach⸗- 
ed upon ſince the Revolution; by the Toleration, Patronage, 
and Porteous Acts; as alſo, by ſundry Laws made with eccle» 
frafiical Penalties, and otherwiſe : Yet we are taught to be- 
lieve,—that the alone Head/ip of Chriſt, the intrinfick Power © - 7 
of the Church, and the divine Right of Preſbytery, are aſſert» 
ed and awouched, in the national Settlement of Religion at e 
very Day! Again, however our ſolemn Covenants, our Co- 
venant- union with England, and the whole Reformation-work 

f the late covenanting Period, have come to be laid under 
new Grave-flones; by the Articles of the Union- ſettlement, 
(which alſo “ enacts and declares, that all Laws and Statutes 
5 in this Kingdom, ſo far as they are contrary to, ar inon- 
& ſiſtent with the Terms of the Articles, as above mention» 
ed, ſhall from and after the Union cea/e and become void“); 
ab alſo by the Ajuration- oath, and atherwiſe ; Yet we are 
taught to believe, that the aatianal Covenant as it was ſworn 
to and explained in 1638, and alſo the folemn League and Co- 


the true Religion, as it vas profefſed and ſworn to in the ſe- 
cond Reformation-period, does yet ſtand eſpouſed, profeſſed and 
ratified, —in the national Settlement of Religion at /i very 


withdraw the Generation from a Sight and Senſe of their Apo- 
ſtaly, —and to wrap up the Cauſes of the Lord's Wrath a- 
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6.) Before concluding the preſent Article, we may take 
= fome View of the vaſt Oda: betwixt the Birtb of the judicial 
FE Teflimony, and the Outbreaking of this new Scheme, whence 
the Awfulneſs thereof will be ſomewhat farther evident. 


© oO ESRI — ————— ff 4 


cc 


That ſolemn Teſtimony was brought forth in a Way of ſe- 


rious Deliberation at many Meetings, with ſundry Days of 


Faſting and Prayer, in the Affociate Preſojtery : And particu- 
Jarly, ſoon after their firſt entering on that Work, they were 
exerciſed (as their Minutes bear) in a Day of ſolemn Faſting 
and Prayer, That the Lord may be graciouſly pleaſed to 


4 diſcover unto them, the /everal Steps of Detection that have 


< been made in this Church and Land, and direct them unto 


„a free and faithful Prumeration of them.“ 


But as to the nezo Scheme, pretending to diſcover M:i/ates 
and Faſſbaods in the Enumeration of publick Evils there made 
about the Revolution ; has it come forth as the Fruit of any 
ſuch Deliberation and Exerciſe, among the Brethren on that 
Side ? Not at all. It hath broke out from one of them, as a 
peſtilentious Infection; in conſequence of his ac ſud- 


denly about from ſome Adherence he had been making, a few 


Months before, to his oi Profeſſion on this Head, in the firſt 
of his Pamphlets libelled. And all comes out as a By-bhow 


to the Teſtimony, from his Endeavours of being valiant for 


themſelves, in that abſurd Situation into which he and his 


Brethren had flung themſclves out of the Aſſociate Synod. 


Yea, whereas there had been a grave Freedom and Faithfulne/; 


uſed, in framing the Teſtimony; this new Flood of Contra- 
diction to it runs along in ſuch Streams of Fury and Fancy, as 


will not readily find a Parallel in any other Writings of the 
Age.—Thus has the Scheme broke out; and the working 
thereof has been like that of a reading Ulcer, or as a little 
Leaven which leaveneth the whole Lump, However, 

4thly, It has not ſufficed to go heſe awful Lengths which 
have been already conſidered, in running down the received 
Teſtimony : But it comes further to be a// overturned and 
exploded by the Lump; while we are told, (as is afterwards 
obſerved, p. 105.), That the hiſtorical Tac, in the Teſti- 
mony, ſuch as theſe relating to the Revolution, were al- 
ways excepted by the Aſſociate Judicatures, from being a- 
* ny proper Part of it, as a Teſtimony binding the Conſci- 
. ence before God ;—which formerly were judged no binding 


«c 


BS Part of it at all.“ 
What then is offered for proving this odd Story, as to the 
Aſſociate Judicatures having ever made ſuch an Exception as 
bout the 4i/orical Fas of the Teſtimony? Nothing but =o 
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take ther Fancy of the Author's, which is ſtill more aſtoniſning, 
icial iz. That © by this Eæception or Declaration frequently, o- 
ence 4 penly and judicially made, Multitudes were clear to make 
«& Acceſſion and embrace the Teſtimony, who otherwiſe could 
fſe- “ not do it, becauſe of their Scruples at theſe hiſtorical Parts * & 
s of & of it.” Now here is a neww Piece of Hiſtory, which every ® 
icu- body, who comes once to reflect upon it in a calm Mood, max 
were eaſily take up as carrying yts Deſtruct ion in its own Boſom: 
ting For the Thing here told, about the Afociate Fudicatures for- 
to merly, is what their greateſt enemies æwill ſcarcely believe; 
ave and the Thing told, about Multitudes making Aeceſſion to 
into them, it is at no rate be/zevable. — 
It cannot be well ſuppoſed, that any will believe what is 
akes here told concerning the 4//ociate Fudicatures formerly: As 
lade it may be well ſuppoſed, that all the World who knows an 
any thing about them, will have /% much Charity for them, as to 
that reckon that they have been acting with /omething more of com- 
as a mon Honeſty, than to train in Maltitudes to a ſolemn Tefli- 
ſud- mony againſt the Generation, upon many Points of hi/torical 
feau Fuad, —by the Bait of their being 2 2way bound to make any 
firſt Conſcience of it before God, whether the whole Aﬀair was true 
low or Jeon. | 
for And as to what is here told, concerning Multitudes making 
bis Acceſſion to theſe Judicatures, it is a Thing at 20 rate belie- 
od. wable: As it would imply an Abſurdity, ſomewhat of Kin to 
Ineſs Tran/ubſlantiation, to believe that Multitudes could get Clear- 
tra- nei to embrace a Teſtimony, as publick Witneſſis for Chriſt 
„as againf! this Generation, with reſpect to many Grounds of the 
the Lord's Controverſy therewith, both old and late, - from the 
ing Confideration of their not being bound to make any Conſcience 
ittle of it before God, whether they were true or falſe Witneſſes in 
the Matter. 
nich And as it will not believe, that the Author could be im-. 
ved ſelf when writing ſuch a Story, —which was never thought nor 
and wrought, nor heard tell of, till it broke out in Fancy uo Faith: 
rds So the only Hair from which Fancy can be ſuppoſed to have 
(ti- ſpun ſuch a Tether, can be no more than this, viz. As no 
al- Acceſſions were received by the Aſſociate Judicatures, after 
Ja- Publication of the judicial Teſimony, (unleſs there ſhould be 
ſci- any Ground to except the Aſſociate Seſſion of Dunfermline), 
ling but in a Way of Aaberence to that Teſtimony, upon Declara- 
tion of having peruſed and being /ati3fed with it, - without 
the. profeſſing to retain any Scruple about the hi/orical Part there 
7 as of, as to the Truth or Falhood of the Matter; fo it was uſual 


ſor People acceding, to expreſs their Satisfaction with the Te- 
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ſtimony, in mode Terms, as being according to their Capacie 
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ty: And the Aſſociate Judicatures made no Difficulty of recei- 


4 ving Acceſſions fo expreſſed, without ſuppoſing that a// their 
= People could have an eg Comprehenſion of it. | 
However, this Author tells us, that the Except ion which he 


” 


pretends theſe Judicatures uſed to make about the hi/orical 
Part, was for this good Reaſon, Becauſe the Truth there- 
„ ofdepended upon fallible Hiſtory.” But {till no Perſon 
could, except in a Way of awful juggling with God and an, 


* profeſs to engage in a folemn Confaſion of or Teſtimony again 
3 n Evils, without coming to have his Conſcience free of 


cruple or Dabiety, in the mean Time, about the Truth there- 
of: And as there is no Inpolſibility of his proving to be mi 
zaken in ſome Particulars ; when once that comes to be /uita- 
bly documented unto him, his Ignorance and Miſtake will her 
come in for new Matter of Confeſſion and Humiliation. More- 
over, as it is ne Thing for our Hiſtories now to be fallible, 
and anther Thing to have them actually failing : So, if the 
Reaſon of the ſecond Commandment, as to w:/iting the Iniguity 
pf the Fathers upon the Children, can {till be binding on our 
Conſciences before God, —and if thus a con/z/ing not only our 
Iniguity, but alſo the Iniguity of our Fathers, (Lev. xxvi. 40.), 
can be competent for and incumbent upon us, zaw-a-days; 
then even the Truth of fa/lib/e Hiſtory, in ſome certain De- 
gree of Evidence, muſt be binding on our Conſciences before 
God in thig, Matter, —as it is only from ſuch Hiſtory that we 
noau-a-days can gather any View of theſe Iniquities. 
What then is the Degree of Evidence neceſſary here? Why, 
we have the Lok D's expreſs Warrant, (Deut. xvii. 6. 2 Cor. 
Xili. 1.), to let our Conſciences reſt ſatisfied about the Truth 
of a Fact, upon the Atteſtation of #vo or tre Mitneſſes: 
Wherefore, unleſs we might turn Sceptichs about the Iniquity 


of our Fathers, by waiting for other Fwidence than is ble, 


and than the Lok D reguzres us to let our Conſciences Ja- 


5 tigfied with, in ſuch a Caſe; there cannot be juſtly pretended 


any Lack of neceſſary Evidence unto all concerned, about the 
Matters of Fa# laid down in the Teſtimony, as to the publick 
Evils therein teſtified againſt, —the Truth whereof we have, 
upon the Matter, atteſted unto us by many thouſands of Wit- 
neſſes; as they are ſuitably gathered from the moſt pubiick Hi- 
flory and Records of the Kingdom, within theſe hundred Years 
back ward, — ſo that the Truth of them has been lying openly 
before the World, uncontroverted by any known Perſon, to 
this very Day, UNCONTROVERTED : For amidſt any Bu- 


4 3 ; file that ſome are now making about Falſhoods in the Teſti- 


mony: 
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ite mony, it is not, after all, any Matters of Fat properly, 


25 which they venture to controvert; they are only raiſing a nes 


Wh and molt abſurd Controverſy about the Meaning of ſome Facts, 
the Meaning of ſome Acts of Parliament, which is not a Mat- 


he ter of Fa#, but of Fudzment, And particularly, what is al- 
ical ledged from the reſcinding of the Anniverſary Ad, (which 
re- however they cannot pretend was reſcinded in the Settlement of 
ſon Preſbytery but afterwards), is, at Bottom, but a new and 
me abſurd Controverſy about the Meaning of that Act: For, (be- 
8 fide what has been formerly obſerved, as to the ahHract Mans 
of I ner of reſcinding it), whatever Venom was ſpued ont, in the 
re: Preface of that Act, againſt the late covenanted Reformation, as already 
2 razed by preceeding Acts; yet that Act itſelf, as to any thing neu that 
ta- was enafted and done thereby, could not, in any common Reckoning, bg 
hen claſſed among the Acts razing the ſaid covenanted Reformation, but a- 
mong the Acts rearing up a new Fabrick in the place thereof. 


But while our Author teaches (with ſuch a monſtrous Imputation there- 
of to the Aſſociate Judicatures formerly) concerning the whole hiftorical 
the Part of the Teſtimony, that it is no proper Part thereof, as a Teſtimony 
uity binding the Conſcience before God, no binding Part of it at all: There is 4 
our ſhameful and awtul Stroke thus given, at the Root of all open Confeſſion 
our and Teſtimony, as to the publick Hvils of the Day, in the whole Grounds 
>.) of the Lord's Controverſy with this Generation: And if once the hiſtori- 

dd cal and condemnatory Part thereof, as to what it te/rifies againſt, be troden 
down; the doctrinal and aſſertory Part thereof, as to what it teſtifies for, 
De- could not juſtly ſtand in a Way of Secefjion : So that the whole of that Te- 
fore ſtimony, as ſtated in a Way of Seceſſion, comes thus to be troden down 
- we into a Mire of wild Miſtakes. ; 

And now, from all that has been faid upon this Head, two Things are 
1 very evident In the firſt place, that it was no chimerical Notion, to look 
in Js upon theſe Brethrens Defence of tome Burgeſs-oaths againſt the Deciſion 
of Synod thereupon, as containing a material Oppoſition to the received Te- 


-uth ſtimony; while their Proſecution of that Defence hath ſo ſoon brought out 
/es © this Matter i Form. In the next place, that themſelves have given an 
uity ample, though awful Teſtimony, unto the Equity of that Deciſion of Sy- 
51e nod ; as they have found no Way to maintain their Defence of the ſaid 
/a ? || Oath in oppolition thereto, but by ring down that Teſtimony. - 

The Synod having fund, by their Act, April 10. 1747, That they 
ded | « ought, in due Time, and as the Lord ſhall clear their Way, to conſider 
the & upon calling them mito an Account for' their Conduct foreſaid, according 
lick to the Order and Diſcipline of the Lord's Houle ; providing they ſhall 
VC, * not return to this Synod, in a Way of confeſſing the fintul Steps and 
Vit « Compliances which they have ſeverally faller. into, as above:” Accor- 


. dingly, having put a Libel into their Hands, for compearing at the Meet- 
ing in April laſt ; they did then, after Part of a Diet ſpent im Prayer, re- 

ſume the Caſe, as in p. 25. of the following Proceedings. 5 
nly Sundry other Things were in view to have been touched upon in this 
, ta Introduction? But ſeeing it hath already run out, fo far beyond the Length 
Bu- firſt intended, as may perhaps need ſome Apology to the Rev. Synod; 1 a 
eſti⸗ thalt conclude with adding, upon the next Page, that Deciſion of St 
| which is afterwards ſo frequently made mention f. k 8 =. 
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5 ſome Burgeſ5-oaths. 


= "HE Synod find, That a ſwearing the religious Clauſe 
8 of ſome Burgeſs-oaths, (viz. Here I proteſt, before God 
our Lordſhips, that I profeſs, and allow with my Heart, 


| 3 a? * 
$8 o- true Religion preſently profeſſed within this Realm, and au- 


= #horiſed by the Laws thereof I ſhall abide thereat, and defend 
tie ſame, to my Life's End; renouncing the Roman wes oy 
| called Papiſtry), by any under their Inſpection, as the ſaid 
- Clauſe comes neceſſarily in this Period to be uſed and applied, 


nod, with thoſe under their Inſpection, are maintaining; par- 
ticularly, that it does not agree unto nor conſiſt with an en- 
tering into the Bond for renewing our ſolemn Covenants 
and; that therefore thoſe of the Seceſſion cannot further, with 
Safety of Conſcience, and without Sin, {wear any Burgeſs- 
= oath with the faid religious Clauſe, while Matters with refe- 
= rence to the Profeſſion and Settlement of Religion continue in 
ſuch Circumſtances as at preſent, Moreover, the Synod find, 
any fuch Oaths, ſhould be required, in order to their Admiſ- 
ſion into the Bond for renewing our ſolemn Covenants, to at- 
tend Conference with their reſpective Seſhons, for ſignifying 
=. a Satisfaction with the preſent Judgment of the Synod, and a 
SWenſe of the Miſtake they have hitherto, through Inadverten- 
cy, been under concerning ſuch Burgeſs-oaths. And the Sy- 
HH P. 153. I. 14. read Minority. 
P. 156. I. 1. read ſtands not. | 
[ V. B. Some have thought, that it was through Mi ſtate, that the Bre- 
6 
$ 


Proceedings, p. 114. betwixt the Lines 30. & 31. read, Eodem loco 
& die, poſt meridiem. 


nod agree to fiſt farther Procedure at this Juncture, in the 
whole Affair of the Burgeſs-oath. 
"TE | S HK TT © 
Introduction, p. 18.1. 28. read came. 

Appendix, p. 73.1. 18. read on. 

In the Adds and Proceedings, &c, publiſhed laſt Year. 
P. 64. I. 4. from the Foot, read not only. 
threns Reſolution upon their Queſtion has been called an Affirmative : But 

1 they are much miſtaken. For though it has a negative Sound, yet it is {0 
= ebſurd as tobe affirmative in all its Senſe; affirming that material Over- 
= throw of the Decifion 1746, as alſo that Innovation of the Reference, which 
WW cre propged by Gelben. n 
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die Deciſion of the Aſſociate Syned, at Edinburgh, 
April 9. 1746, concerning à religious Clauſe in 


does not agree unto the preſent State and Circumſtances of 
the Teſtimony for Religion and Reformation which this Sy- 


That Burgeſſes of the Seceſſion who are already concerned in 
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act accordingly The Tenor whereof follows, viz. 23 
A THE 
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oP THE. 
ASSOCIATE SYNOD, 


At Er Un, A 


In Auguft and November, 1747; and i in 7 an. 
ary and April, I 748 5 Y I 


e er #908 


Some Miniſters who have ſeparated from the | 
ſaid Synod, 


In the New Church of Briſto, at Edinburgh, the F th + 2} 
Day of Auguſt, One 1 We Fare hundred and 4 3 
forty ſeven Tears. = 


HE As$S0ctartE 82 wok Had nid before = 
them, by their Committee for Overtures, 
an Overture for appointing a ſpecial Com- = 
mittee, to prepare the Draught of at 
Act for a publick Faſt; as alfo an Ouer- 

ture about the Cafe of the Mini/ters and Elders pre- 

ſently in a Way of ſeparating from this Synod, and 

others ſymboliſing with them : Which being conſi- i 

dered, the Synod agreed in appointing, that 4 

meet as a Committee upon theſe Affairs, and bring in 

Overtures upon them againſt next Sederunt. _ 


Eodem loco & die, poſt meridiem. 


The committee appointed to prepare the Draught? þ 
an Act for a publick Faſt, brought in the ſame ; Which 
being ſeveral Times read over in Synod, with Amends 4A 
ments, was unanimouſly approven of, and they en- - 4 
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nod taking under ſerious Conſide 


* — 


Cauſes of Faſting which have been condeſcended up- 
Bon in the judicial At and Teſtimony, and in the Con- 
eien of Sins prefixed to the Bond for renewing our 
BE Covenants : Conſidering alſo the awful and viſible Ab- 


= uſe of the ſignal Judgments and Mercies which the 
Lord has been lately tryſting us with, —as being fol- 
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lowed with a Growth of Security, Stupidity, Impe- 
© nitency, and Profanity, in the Generation; together 
with a growing Formality and Upſittenneſs among 
= thoſe of a diſtinguiſhing Profeſſion : And conſidering 


the melancholy Oppoſition which is manifeſtly taking 


Y place, on the Side of the Miniſters and Elders in a 
Way of ſeparating from this Synod, and others ſym- 


boliſing with them, unto the Management and Sup- 
port of the Lord's Work and Cauſe among witneſl- 
Jing Judicatures and Congregations : And conſidering 
the ſad Evidence which the Lord has been giving, by 
the late breaking Diſpenſation, of his Diſpleaſure with 
all of us, Miniſters and People, for our unſuitable 
Behaviour in his Work and Way; as alſo the loud 


Call thereby given unto all, to ſearch and humble 


themſelves for their manifold Provocations : And con- 


Y ſidering the threatening Aſpect of Providence both at 


home and abroad: — Therefore, and for other obvi- 


- ous Cauſes, the Synod appoint, that Thw/Yay, the 


twenty ſecond Day of October next, be obſerved as a 
Day of ſolemn Faſting and Humiliation, in their ſe- 
veral Congregations, and in vacant Communities and 
Societies under their Inſpection. | 

And the Synod recommend and appoint, that, on 
the ſaid Day, Prayers and Supplications be offered up 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;— that the Lord may 


graciouſly revive his Work in the Churches at home 


and abroad; —that he may awaken, humble, and re- 
form all Ranks ;—that he would prepare for what he 


may be about to do with the Generation ;—that he 


ration, 
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tractions for that End; — that he may graciouſly reco- 


ſeveral Branches of his Family, and all Ranks of Per- 


may ſupport and advance his own Work among 2 wit- 
neſſing Body, over - ruling preſent Darkneſs and Diſ- 
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ver thoſe profeſſing Witneſſes Who have lately gone 
out of his Way; — that he may graciouſly direct, lead, ⁵ 
and countenance the Synod, as to what Steps and 
Procedure they ought to uſe toward the foreſaid Mi- 
niſters and Elders, and others ſymboliſing with them, 
in order to their Recovery, and the preventing others 
from falling into the ſame or like Defection, and for 
the Support of the Lord's Work in oppoſition there: 
unto; that he may eſtabliſh and encourage his Peo»- 
ple in this Day of Temptation; that he may be gra- 
cious to our Sovereign King GEORGE, with the 


ſons, awakening, convincing, and converting them 
unto himſelf and his Way; — and that the Lord may 
haſten the more glorious Advancement of his King- 
dom among Jews and Gentiles ; — and may continue 
his Goodneſs as to the Seaſon of the Year. 
Moreover, the Synod recommend, that, on the 
{aid Occaſion, there be a thankful Acknowledgment 
of what Appearance the Lord has been making for 
his own Cauſe in this Hour of Temptation, and what 
Direction he has been graciouſly pleaſed to give to 
this Synod in that Matter. | 
And the Synod appoint, that this their Act be in- 
timate by all the Miniſters of the Synod, from their 
Pulpits, on the Lord's Day immediately preceeding 
the faid Day of Faſting and Humiliation, after publick 
Worſhip in the Forenoon, with ſuitable Exhortations. 


The Committee allo brought in an Overture con- 
cerning the Caſe of the Miniſters and Elders preſent- 
ly in a Way of ſeparating from this Synod, and others 
ſymboliſing with them; which being ſeveral Times 
read over in Synod, with Amendments, was unani 

A 2 moulſly * 8 
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| : ter r,—Extracted by 


AY 
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. Wondering the manifeſt awful 
Cition among others, Elders and People: And conſi- 
= dering the loud Call hereby given, to adviſe about the 
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* Tenor wherevf follows, viz. 


from and Oppoſition unto the Lord's Cauſe and 
Teſtimony among their Hands, by the Miniſters and 
Iders in a Way of ſeparating from this Synod : And 
reading of this Infe- 


Remedy of this Evil, by the Means of the Lord's Ap- 

intment, in exerciſing the Diſcipline of his Houſe 
for that End :— Therefore the Synod appoint, that 
there be a Meeting of Synod, particularly for delibe- 
rating upon this Affair, at Edinburgh, upon Tueſday 
the third Day of November next. And they appoint, 
that Tue/Jay, the firſt Day of the Meeting, be obſer- 
ved Hynodically, in conjunction with ſuch of the Aſſo- 
ciate Congregation of Edinburgh as can attend, in 
ſolemn Faſting and Humiliation, ſuitably to preſent 
Circumſtances. And further the Synod appoint, 
C——— wee as a Committee, at Edinburgh, up- 


on Wedneſday the 28th Day of October next, to pre- 


Aare an Overture for the Synod concerning this Mat- 
Jo, REe1vp, Syn. Cls, 


Ir the New Church of Briſto, at Edinburgh, the fourth 


Day of November, One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
forty ſeven Tears. 


"Efterday was obſerved by the Synod, according 


to Appointment, in folemn Fa/ting and Humi- 


ation, in conjunction with the Body of the Aſſociate 


n of Edinburgh. 
The Members of the Committee appointed to meet 


1 * at Edinburgh, upon the 28th Day of October laſt, re · 


1 that they got not met, through ſome 1 in · 


5 


* 


HE Synod confidering the manifeſt Defection 


Ms 3 


= Mr. cibse ; Houſe, 2 loco & Te, 05 u 


The Synod had laid before them by their 6 4 
tee for Overtures, an Overture as follows, viz. That 


ec the Synod may eſſay the taking ſome Step, at this 5 


C Time, according to the Rules of Diſcipline, in-the. ** 
&f Caſe of all or ſome of the Miniſters and Elders wha 
« are perſiſting in their Way of ſeparating from this 
& Synod in April laſt: —As alſo, that the Synod 
may conſider upon giving Direction unto inferior 
& judicatures, concerning the Caſe of other Elders * 
% and People who are now ſymboli/mg with the fore» "i 


“ ſaid Miniſters and Elders in their preſent Courſe,” Y 
Which Overture having been twice read, — * 


and a Brother having been employed, as the Mouth 


of the whole, in Prayer, for Light and Direction 
therein, Conference enſued upon it; and after long 
Reaſoning upon it, and Prayer again by a Brother, 
the Queſtion was put, Agree to this Overture, or, 
Not? And it carried Agree. Wherefore the Synod 


did and hereby do agree to this Overture; but they 


defer farther Conſideration of it till the next Sederunt. 


In Mr. Gib's Houſe, eodem loco, November 5. 1747. 


The Synod proceeded to the farther Conſideration 
of the Overture agreed unto at the laſt Sederunt. 
After ſome Converſe thereupon, a Brother was em- 
ployed, as the Mouth of the whole, in Prayer, for 
Light and Direction in this Affair. And after long 
Reaſoning upon the Caſe, and Prayer again by a Bro- 
ther, the Queſtion was put, E//ay the taking ſome I 
Step, at this Time, according to the Rules of Diſci» 
pline, with all, or ſome of the Miniſters in a Way of 
ſeparating from this Synod ? And it carried, nemine 

contradicente, Eſſay the taking ſome Step, at this * 
Time, according to the Rules of Diſcipline, with all 
the ſaid Miniſters: Wherefore the Synod did and 


hereby do agree to _ the taking ſome Step, at this 
T' ung .» 
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ter at Stirling, Ralph Erſkine Miniſter at Dunferm- 
ine, James Fiſher Miniſter at Glaſgow, James Mair 
> Miniſter at Linton, William Hutton Miniſter at Stow, 
David Horn Miniſter at Cambuſnethen, Henry Erſkine 
* Miniſter at Falkirk, John MCara Miniſter at Burnt- 
* ſhields, Andrew Black Miniſter a at Cumbernald, Fames 
VFohnſton Miniſter at Dundee, Fohn Smith Miniſter at 
= Fedburgh, and David Telfer Miniſter at Monteith — 
After further Reaſoning and Deliberation upon the 
Caſe, the Synod, without a Vote, appointed that — 
meet as a Committee, before they depart from this 
Place, with Power of adjourning themſelves as they 
ſhall ſee Cauſe, to prepare the Draught of a Libel, for 
being put into the Hands of the foreſaid Miniſters ; j 
and to have the ſaid Draught in readineſs againſt the 


nod agree to adjourn. 

As to the latter Branch of the foreſaid Overture, 
the Synod conſidering that they have not the Minutes 
E of ſome of the irt Diets of the Meeting of Synod in 
E Aprillaſt, and fo have not diſtinct Knowledge of the 


ful Steps and Compliances then taken; they do there- 
fore remit and recommend unto the ſeveral Preſbyte- 
ries, to inquire after theſe Elders, and to proceed a- 
gainſt them according to the Rules of the Church: 
And with reſpect to other Elders and People ſymbo- 
E lifing with the foreſaid Miniſters and Elders, in the 
ſeveral Congregations of the Brethren of Synod, fo 


Courſes in them; — the Synod recommend, that the 
reſpective Seſſions and Preſbyteries proceed againſt 


call ſee Cauſe. 


Extracted by Jo. REI D, Syn. Cls, 
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bp -. n ln to 12 Rules of Diſcipline, with all 
the faid Miniſters, viz. Meſſ. Ebenezer Erſkine Mini- 


Fit h Day of January next; unto which Time the Sy- 


Names of the Elders who were concerned in the ſin- 


as to be carrying on and concurring with diviſive 


1 them, according to the Rules of the Church, as they 
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eight Tears. 


HE Committee appointed by the Synod in N- 

| vember laſt, to prepare the Draught of a Libel 
for being put into the Hands of the Miniſters in a 
Way of ſeparating from this Synod, did produce a 
Draught of ſuch a Libel accordingly :— Which ha- 
ving been read all over, and then Article by Article, 


with Amendments, and deliberately conſidered ; af- 


ter Prayer by a Brother for Light and Direction in 2 
the Matter, the Queſtion was put, Approve of the. 


ſaid Libel for being put into the Hands of the faid Mi- 


niſters, or, Not? And it carried, nemine contradi= 


cente, Approve » Wherefore the Synod did and here- 


by do approve of the ſaid Libel, for being put into the 


Hands of the Miniſters in a Way of ſeparating from 
this Synod ;—the Tenor whereof follows, viz. 


LIBEL againſt Mer Ebenezer Erſkine and 
others, Miniſters, who have ſeparated from 
the Aſſociate Synod, 


At Edinburgh, the ſixth Day of January, One theu- 
ſand ſeven hundred and forty eight Years. 


W 


HEREas Proteſting againſt a Deciſion of a 
Court of Chriſt, of the laſt Reſort for the 


Time, in a Caſe plainly amounting to a neceſſary Stand 


for the Teſtimony already among their Hands, with- 


out any ſpecious Appearance of Reaſon for the ſaid 
Proteſting, in a Conſiſtency with the Holding of that 


Teſtimony; as alſo, the giving in ſuch Proteſt, with 


pretended Reaſons thereof, in a Style and Strain moſt. 
indecent and undutiful, and containing falſe bn = 
againſt the Judicature in plain Matters of FaTF;—are 
Caſes of heinous Sin and Scandal, as contrary to the 
Hard of God, particularly Heb. iv. e us 2 I 
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ring one another. Chap. xiii. 7. Render therefore to 
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aur Profeſſion, Chap. x. 23. 
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Rom. xii. 10.—In Honour prefer 


all their Dues ; — Honour to whom Honour. 1 Cor. 


| =” xiv. 32. And the Spirits of the Prophets are ſubjed to 


the Prophets. Jam. iii. 13. Who is a wiſe Man, and 
endued with Knowledge among you ? let him ſhew out 
of a good Converſation his Works with Meekneſs of Wiſe 
dom. 1 Pet. iii. 1 5. - Be ready always to give an An- 


E fwer—vith Meekneſs and Fear. Chap. v. 5,—All of 


| S fo the Humble. 


S 
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you be ſubject one to another, and be clothed with Hu- 
mility ; for God reſiſteth the Proud, and giveth Grace 
Acts xxvi. 25. {—ſpeak forth 
the Words of Truth and Soberneſs. Eph. iv. 15.— 
Speaking the Truth in Love. 2 Pet. ii. 11. Whereas 
Angels which are greater in Power and Might, bring 
not railing Accuſation againſt them before the Lord : 


As alſo to our Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 


31. Art. 3.— Which Decrees and Determinations, 


cc if conſonant to the Word of God, are to be recei- 


« ved with Reverence and Submiſſion ; not only for 


“ their Agreement with the Word, but alſo for the 
„ Power whereby they are made, as being an Ordi- 


& nance of God appointed thereunto in his Word:“ 
And to our Larger Catechiſm, Anſwers to Queſtion 
108. The Duties required in the ſecond Command- 
% ment are, the—keeping pure and entire all ſuch 
“ religious Worſhip and Ordinances as God hath in- 
ſtituted in his Word ; particularly, — ſwearing by 
the Name of God.” Queſt. 1og. The Sins for- 
bidden in the ſecond Commandment are, all—hin- 
dering and oppoſing the Worſhip and Ordinances 
which God hath appointed.” Q, 113. © The Sins 
forbidden in the third Commandment are, — any 
ways oppoſing of God's Truth—and Ways; or 


* backſliding from it. Q. 127. The Honour which 
RI « Interiors 
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hold. faſt the 
Profeſſion of our Faith without Navering. Rev. iii. 11, 
Hold faſt that which thou haſt, that no Man take 
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460 n owe to their i is, "all ”s Revell 1 
and Behaviour; —and 
6 Maintenance of their-—Authorlty; according to- 
„The Sins 
« of Inferiors againſt their Superiors are, all— 
© Contempt of— their Perſons and Places, in their 
& lawful Counſels, Commands, and Corrections.“ 


Word, 
(25 228. 


© the Nature of their Places.” 


2 131. © The Duties of Equals are, to regard the 
“ Dignity and Worth of each other, in giving Ho- 


6c nour to one before another.“ Q., 144. The Du-⸗ 


„ ties required in the inth Commandment are,— 
«© ſpeaking the Truth, and only the Truth, in Mat- 
ters of Judgment and Juſtice, and in all other 


© Things whatſoever ; —ſtudying and practiſing of 
« whatſoever Things are true, honeſt, lovely, and 
2. 145. The Sins forbidden 


in the inth Commandment are, all prejudicing 


of good Report.” 


© the Truth, — eſpecially in publick Judicature ; — 
& ſpeaking Untruth ; — ſpeaking too—meanly ol — 
* others ; —ſcornful Contempt.“ | 


AND wHEREas the venting and maintaining a- 


ny Tenet of mutual Forbearance, directly authoriſing 
a Toleration of known and acknowledged Sin, is a hei- 
nous Sin and Scandal, as contrary to the Word of God, 
particularly Eph. v. 11. And have no Fellowſhip with 
the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, but rather reprove 
them. I Theſl. v. 22. Ab/tain from all Appearance 
of Evil. 1 Tim. vi. 3. {f any Man teach otherwiſe, 
and conſent not to wholſome Words, even the Words. 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and to the Doctrine which is 
according to Godlinefs ; — Tit. ii. 7. In all Things 
ſhewing thyſelf a Pattern of good Works ; 


20. Art 3. They who, upon Pretence of Chriſtian 
Liberty, do practiſe any Sin, or cheriſh any Luſt, 
do thereby deſtroy the End of Chriſtian Liberty. 0 
Art. 4.—“ And for their publiſhing of ſuch Opinions, 
« or maintaining of ſuch Practices, as are contrary 
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ſhewing Uncorruptneſs : As allo to Confeſſion, Chap. 
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cc 
co the Light of Nature, or to the known Princi- Hort. 
= < ples of Chriſtianity, — concerning Converſation; I Cc 
<< or to the Power of Godlineſs; — they may lawful- I but 
ly be called to Account.“ Chap. 26. Art. 2. Saints, ſo tc 
„ by Profeſſion, are bound to maintain an holy Fel-“ o 
e lowſhip and Communion in the Worſhip of God, I © 1: 
„ and in performing ſuch other ſpiritual Services as “ tl 
© tend to their mutual Edification :” As alſo to Lar- “ o 
ger Catechiſm, Anſwers to Queſt. 112. The third 1“ © 
= Commandment requires, that the Name of God, I © h 
„ his—Ordinances, — Oaths, — and whatſoever elſe 1“ b 
there is whereby he makes himſelf known, be holi- © t 
= © ly and reverently uſed, —by an holy Profeſſion, and I © C 
= © anſwerable Converſation.” Q. 145. The Sins I Cha, 
forbidden in the 2::th Commandment are, — un- © c 
due Silence in a juſt Cauſe, and holding our Peace © t 
= < when Iniquity calleth for either a Reproof from our- * 
( ſelves, or Complaint to others.“ 171 
5 AND wWwaEREAS the puſhing for, or concurring “* t 
in and carrying on, a molt diſorderly Procedure in a 1“ 
= Court of CARIST, manifeſtly injurious to Truth,— “ 
as bringing it on to be condemned in the Dark, and of 1“ 
= a ſpecial Tendency to impeſe on the Judgment of I © 
Members in the Caſe, and ſtriking directly againſt the “ 
= lawful Conſtitution of the Court, —is a heinous Sin and I © 
Scandal, as contrary to the Word of God, particular- © 
ly 1 Cor. xiv. 40. Let all Things be done decently, and | © 
in Order. 2 Cor. xiii. 8. For we can do nothing againſt N © 
E the Truth, but for the Truth. Prov. ii. 3. 4. 5. . 
Tea, if thou crieſt after Knowledge, and lifteſt up thy I © 
= Foice for Underſtanding ; if thou ſeekeſt her as Silver, 1“: 
and ſearcheſt for her as for hid Treaſures : Then ſhalt, F 
thou underſtand the Fear of the Lord, and find the in 
Knowledge of Cod. John vii. 24.— Judge righteous of 
Judgment. 2 Cor. iv. 2. But have renounced the hid- ane 
den Things of Diſhoneſty, not walking in Craftineſs, ] Sir 
= mor handling the Word of God deceitfully, but by Ma- of: 
= mfc/tation of the Truth, 1 Theſſ. ii. 3. For our Ex- me 
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on Pretence of Chriſtian Liberty, ſhall oppoſe any 
& lawful Power, or the lawful Exerciſe of it, whe- 


ether it be civil or eccleſiaſtical, reſiſt the Ordinance Þ? 
« of God: And for —ſuch Practices as—are deſtru- * 


“ Give to the external Peace and Order which Chriſt 
6 hath eſtabliſhed in the Church, they may lawfully 
© be called to Account.” Chap. 25. Art. 4.— Par- 


6 ticular Churches—are—leſs pure, according as— — 


«© Ordinances [are] adminiſtred—leſs purely in them.“ 
Chap. 31. Art. 3. © It belongeth to Synods and Coun- 
„ cils,—to ſet down Rules and Directions for the bet- 


= on ordering of the publick Worſhip of God, and 


* Government of his Church :” And to Larger Ca- 


echiſm, Anſwers to Q. 108. The Duties required in 


the ſecond Commandment are,—keeping pure and 
« entire all ſuch—Ordinances as God hath inſtituted 
& in his Word; particularly, —Church Government 


© and Diſcipline.” . 113. The Sins forbidden in 


« the third Commandment are,—any ways oppoling 
© of God's Truth — and Ways.” 2. 144. The 
Duties required in the ninth Commandment are,. — 

6 appearing and ſtanding for the Truth.“ 2. 145. 
Ihe Sins forbidden in the ninth Commandment 


& are, all prejudicing the Truth, —eſpecially in pu- 


* blick Judicature ;—outfacing and overbearing the 
© Truth ;—concealing the Truth; undue Silence in 
& a juſt Cauſe.” 

AND wuEREAs the puſhing for, or concurring 
in and pretending to carry, any Deciſions in a Court 
of CurI1sST, Whereby a pretended Power is claimed 


and exerced, of tolerating known and acknowledged 


Sin, even though peculiarly heinous, as in the Matter 
of an Oath, contradifory to the whole preſent Teſti- 
mony, and to the 0ath of our Covenants ; — and 

B 2 where 


hortation © was not of Deceit, —nor in Calle eng 7 
1 Cor xiv. 33. For God is not "the Author of Confuſion, ® 

bu of Peace, as in all Churches of the Saints: As al- 
ſo to Confeſſion, Chap. 20. Art. 4.—© They who, up- 
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: i © whereby * Is e Teſtimony for Reformation x as a- 


mong the Hands of the Court is dropt, and Allowance 


iven for a Renunciation thereof; — and whereby a 
ſinful and dangerous Innovation is brought into the 
I Church of Cur1srT, viz. of ſubjecting the Decrees 


of Synods and Councils, in Controverſies of Faith and 
Caſes of Conſcience, to the Conſultation of inferior 
Judicatures, particularly Kirk. ſeſſions ; — is a heinous 


3 Sin and Scandal, as contrary to the Word of God, par- 


ticularly Lev. xix. 17. Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother 
in thine heart; thou ſhalt in any ways rebuke thy 


Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon him. Pſal. cxix. 


126. It is Time for thee, Lord, to work; for they 
have made void thy Law, 1 Cor. v. 7. Purge out 
therefore the old Leaven, that ye may be @ new Lump. 
Jude y 23. Aud others ſave with Fear, pulling them 
out of the Fire; hating even the Garment ſpotted by 
the Fleſh. Prov. xxiil. 23. Buy the Truth, and 
fell it not. 1 Tim. iii. 15.—The Church of. the living 
God, the Pillar and Ground of the Truth, Jude y 3. 
—Te fhould earneſtly contend for the Faith which was 
once delivered unto the Saints. rr. XIV. 23, 
For G od is not the Author of Confuſion, but of Peace, 


as in all Churches of the Saints. Acts xvi. 4.—They 


delivered them the Decrees for to keep, that were or- 
dained of the Apoſtles nnd Elders which were at Fe- 
. As allo to Confeſſion, Chap. 20. Art. 4. — 

* The Powers which God hath ordained, and the 


Liberty which Chriſt hath purchaſed, are not in- 


* tended by God to deſtroy, but mutually to uphold 
and preſerve one another : And for their publiſh- 
ing of ſuch Opinions, or maintaining of ſuch Pra- 
| Etices, as are contrary to the Light of Nature, or 

to the known Principles of Chriſtianity, whether 


concerning Faith, Worſhip, or Converſation ; or 


to the Power of Godlineſs ; ; or ſuch erroneous O- 
pinions or Practices as, either! in their own Nature, 
or in the Manner of Publiſhin gor maintaining them, 


8 


> ary 


« are tg to * a Pete 2 Order - 
« which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in the Church; the 
may lawfully be called to Account, and proceeded "= 
againſt by the Cenſures of the Church.” Chap. 22. 


cc 
cc 


13 


Art. 3z.—“ Neither may any Man bind himſelf by 


cc 


Oath to any thing, but what is good and juſt,” 


Art. 4. An Oath is to be taken in the plain and 
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common Senſe of the Words, without Equivocati- 
on or mental Reſervation.” Chap. 3o. Art. 3. 


Church-cenſures are neceſſary for the reclaiming 


and gaining of offending Brethren, for deterring 
of others from the like Offences, for purging out 
of that Leaven which might infect the whole Lump, 


Profeſſion of the Goſpel, and for preventing the 


Wrath of God.” — Art 4. For the better attain- 
ing of theſe Ends, the Officers of the Church are 
to proceed by Admonition, Suſpenſion from the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper for a Seaſon, 


and by Excommunication from the Church, ac- 


cording to the Nature of the Crime, and Demerit 


of the Perſon.” Chap. 31. Art. 3. © It belongeth 
to Synods and Councils, miniſterially to determine 


Controverſies of Faith and Caſes of Conſcience :? 
As allo to Larger Catechiſm, Anſwers to Queſt. 108. 
The Duties required in the ec? Commandment 


are, —keeping pure and entire all ſuch religious 


Worſhip and Ordinances as God hath inſtituted in 
his Word; particularly, —Church Government and 


Diſcipline ;—fwearing by the Name of God, and 
vowing unto him.” 2. 109 . The Sins forbid- 
den in the ſecond Commandment are,—hindering 
and oppoſing the Worſhip and Ordinances which 
God hath appointed.“ 0. 112. © The third Com- 


mandment requires, that the Name of God, his— 
Ordinances, — Oaths, Vows, and whatſoever elſe 
there is whereby he makes himſelf known, be ho- 
lily and reverently uſed, — by an holy wr” 3 


for vindicating the Honour of Chriſt, and the holy A 


AY ; ot e 2 e Cen, to Ne - Glory of of God, 
te and the Good of ourſelves and others.” 
„„ The Sins forbidden in the third Commandment | 
> * are, the not uſing of God's Name as is required, 
„ and the Abuſe of it, —by—Perjury ; all ſinful— | 
„ Oaths,—and—violating of our Oaths,—if lawful.” | 
2. 144. The Duties required in the ninth Command- 


“ ment are, —appearing and ſtanding for the Truth.“ 


Q. 145. The Sins forbidden in the zinth Command- 
c“ ment are, all prejudicing the Truth, —eſpecially in 


“ publick Judicature ;—hiding, excuſing, or extenu- 
«& ating of Sins, —or not hindering what we can in o- 
«© thers ſuch Things as procure an ill Name,” 
AND wutrEas Miniſters of the Goſpel their 
conſtituting themſelves into a pretended Synod, in a 


Way of /eparating from the rightly conſtitute Synod 


to which they belonged, through turning aſide from 
the lawful Conſtitution thereof, and from the received 


Teſtimony ſtill maintained by the ſaid Synod, — thus 


engaging in a /chi/matical Conſtitution for Support of 


their back/kiding Courſe, —is a heinous Sin and Scan— 


dal, as coatrary to the Word of Ged, particularly Acts 


It. 42. And they continued ſtcafaſtly in the Apoſtles 
Doctrine and Fellowſhip. Rom. xvi. 17. Now TI be- 


feech you, Brethren, mark them which cauſe Diviſions 


and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which ye have 
learned; and avoid them. 


Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame Thing, and that 


there be no Diviſions among you; bitt that ye be per- 


Feth joined together in the ſame Mind, and in the 
ame Judgment. 


Chap. xii. 2 5. That there ſhould be 
no Schifm in the Body. Eph. iv. 3. Endeavouring to 
keep the Unity of the * it in the Bond of Peace. 


Jude yy 19. Theſe be they who ſeparate themſelves : As 


alſo to Confeſſion, Chap. 20. Art. 4.— © They who, 
* upon Pretence of Chriſtian Liberty, ſhall oppoſe 


* any lawful power, or the lawtul Exerciſe of it, 
„ whether 


Q. 113. 


I Cor. i. 10. Now I be- 
feech you, Brethren, by the Name of ou Lord Feſus 


ee whether it be civil or eccleſiaſtical, reſiſt the Ordi- 


% nance of God: And for- ſuch— Practices a- are 
6 deſtructive to the external Peace and Order which 
“ Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in the Church, they max 
& lawfully be called to Account :” And to Larger 


Catechiſm, Anſwers to Queſt. 108. © The Duties re- 9 
„ quired in the ſecond Commandment are, — keeping 


A 
Lay 


&« inſtituted in his Word; particularly, - Church Go- 
« vernment and Diſcipline.” 2, 109. The Sins 
forbidden in the ſecond Commandment are, all 
* hindering and oppoſing the—Ordinances which 
“ God hath appointed.” 

AND wuERrEas thoſe who neglect a ſuitable and 
ſeaſonable Teſtimony againſt the open Offences of 
their Brethren, and, on the contrary, do ſchi/maticat- 
ly embody themſelves with theſe Brethren, in the Way 
of their continuing in and carrying on the ſaid Offen- 
ces, do thereby make themſelves Art and Part in 
theſe Offences ; — according to the Word of God, 
particularly Exod. xxxii. 35. Aud the Lord plagued 
the People, becauſe they made the Calf, which Aaron 
made, Lev. xix. 17. Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother 
in thine Heart; thou ſhalt in any ways rebuke thy 
Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon him. Eph. v. 11. 
And have no Fell;-wſhip with the unfruitful Works of 
Darkneſs, but rather reprove them. 1 Tim. v. 22.— 
Neither be Partaker of other Mens Sins ; keep thyſelf 
pure. 2 John y 11. For he that biddeth him God ſpeed, 
is Partaker of his evil Deeds: As allo to Confeſſion, 
Chap. 26. Art, 1, ** All Saints—are obliged to the 
Performance of ſuch Duties, publick and private, 
as do conduce to their mutual Good.” Art. 2. 
Saints, by Profeſſion, are bound to maintain an 
holy Fellowſhip and Communion in the Worthip 
of God; and in performing ſuch other fpiritual 
Services as tend to their mutual Edification :” And 
to Larger Catechiſin, Anſwer to Queſ?. 145. The 


ure and entire all ſuch—Ordinances as God hat 
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"a Sins forbidden ! in the Dk een are 


Z 2 4 holding our Peace when Iniquity calleth for either 
EE a Reproof from ourſelves, or Complaint to others; 
or not hindering what we can in others ſuch | 


© Things as procure an ill Name.” 
AND wxrEREas Miniſters of the Goſpel their Gs 


F ming and publiſhing Pamphlets, evidently impugning | 


and ſubverting the neceſſary Teſtimony for Reforma- 
tion which themſelves have. ſolemnly eſpouſed, and of 
an evident Tendency to break and ſeduce the Lok »'s 


| People; —as allo their framing and publiſhing, in a 
= pretended ſynodical Capacity into which they ſeparate 


themſelves, any pretended Act, evidently of the ſame 
Import and Tendency as above, and grolsly defaming 
the rightly conſtitute Synod in their eſſaying to main- 
tain the foreſaid Teſtimony, —yea audaciouſly pre 


= tending to condemn and annul their lawful 8 


on and Proceedings; — are Caſes of heinous Sin and 
Scandal, as contrary to the Word of God, particular- 
ly Prov. xxiii. 23. Buy the Truth, and ſell it not. 

Rom. xvi. 17. Now 4 beſeech you, Brethren, mark 
them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to 
the Dofrine which ye have learned ; and avoid them, 
Gal. iii. 1. 3. 4. © fooitfſh Galatians, who hath bewitch- 
ed you, that ye ſhould not obey the Truth *— Are ye 
fo fooliſh ? having begun in the Spirit, are ye naw made 
| perfect by the Fleſh? Have ye ſuffered fo many Things 
in vain? if it be yet in vain, Jer. Xxiii. 1. 22; 
Wo be unto the Paſtors that deſtroy and ſcatter the 
Sheep of my Paſture, faith the Lord. But if they had 
ſtood in my Counſel, = had cauſed my People to hear 
my Words, then they ſhould have turned them from 
their evil Way, and from the Evil of their Doings. 
Ezek. xiii. 10.—-They have ſeduced my People, faying, 
Peace, and there was no Peace; and one built 


= up a Wall; and lo, others daubed it with untempered 
Mortar. Chap. xxxiv. 19. And as for my Flock, they 
eat that which ye have trodden with your Feet, and 

| they 


2 Cor. x. 8.—O0ur Authority which the Lord hath gi- 


ven us for Edification, and not for your Deſtruction. 
I Chap. xiit. I0.—The Power which the Lord hath given 
nme to Edification, and not to Deſtruction. Ezek. xliv. 


23. 24. Aud they ſball teach my People the Difference 
between the Holy and Profane, and cauſe them to dife 
cern between the Unclean and the Clean: And in Con- 


troverſy they ſhall ſtand in Judgment, and they ſhall 


judge it according ta my Judgments ; and they ſhall 
keep my Laws and my Statutes in mine A{ſemblies : 


—— As alſo to Confeſſion, Chap. 20. Art. 4. They 


% who, upon Pretence of Chriſtian Liberty, ſhall op- 
«© poſe any lawful Power, or the lawful Exerciſe of 
cc it, whether it be civil or eccleſiaſtical, reſiſt the 
© Ordinance of God: And for their , publiſhing of 
& ſuch Opinions, or maintaining of ſuch Practices, 
& —as, either in their own Nature, or in the Man- 
ce ner of publiſhing or maintaining them, are deſtru- 
« Give to the external Peace and Order which Chriſt 
© hath eſtabliſhed in the Church, they may lawfully 
© be called to Account, and proceeded againſt by the 
% Cenſures of the Church.” And to Larger Cate- 
chiſm, Anſwers to Queſt. 109. © The Sins forbidden 
« in the ſecond Commandment are, —hindering and 
© oppoſing the — Ordinances which God hath ap- 
6 pointed.” Q. 112. The third Commandment 
* requires, that the Name of God, his—Ordinances, 
© the Word,—and whatſoever elſe there is whereby 


— | they drink that which ye have fouled with your Feet. 


«© he makes himſelf known, be holily and reverent= | 


ly uſed in—Writing.” Q. 113. The Sins forbid- 
% den in the third Commandment are, — any ways 
© oppoſing of God's Truth—and Ways.” Q. 144. 
© The Duties required in the ainth Commandment 


© are, —appearing and ſtanding for the Truth.” Q, 
145. T ; 
* 1 1 ; | C * 


Sins forbidden in the ninth Command- 
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& and overbearing the Truth, paſſing unjuſt Sen-. 


4 tence, calling Evil Good, and Good Evil.“ 


" NEVERTHELESS it is of Verity, that 
'You the Reverend Meſſ. EBENEZZ ER ERSEKINE Mi- 
niſter at Stirling, Ra LVR ERSKINE Miniſter at Dun- 
fermline, au Es F Is HER Miniſter at Glaſgow; James 
Mair Miniſter at Linton, WILLIAM Hur ro Mi- 
niſter at Stow, David Horn Miniſter at Cambiuſne- 
then, HENRY ERSEKINE Miniſter at Falkirk, Joun 
M<Cara Miniſter at Burntſhields, ANDREW BLack 
Miniſter at Cumbernauld, James Jouns Ton Mini- 
ſter at Dundee, Joun Sm1Tta Miniſter at Fedburgh, 


and David TELIFER Miniſter at Monteith, ARE; 


GUILTY of the above mentioned Matters of hei- 
nous Sin and Scandal, VNV : 
IN so FAR as you the ſaid Meſſ. Ebenezer Erſkine, 
Ralph Erſkine, Fames Fiſher, William Hutton, David 
Horn, Henry Erſkine, and Fohn M*Cara, did reſpe- 
tively, at the Meetings of the A/Jociate Synod in the 
Months of April and September in the Year One thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and forty ſix, proteſt againſt the 
Deciſion of the Aſſociate Synod, on the ninth Day of 
that Month of April, concerning a religious Clauſe in 
ſome Burgeſs-oaths ; though the ſaid Deciſion did plam- 
ly amount to a neceſſary Stand for the Teſtimony al- 
ready among their Hands, without any ſpecious Ap- 
pearance of Reaſon for the ſaid Proteſting, in a Con- 
ſiſtency with the Holding of that Teſtimony : And af- 
terwards, before the Meeting of Synod in the Month 
of April in the Year One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
forty ſeven, you did reſpectively give in your ſaid 
' Proteſts, with pretended Reaſons thereof, ſubſcribed 
by you reſpectively, in a Style and Strain moſt inde- 
cent and undutiful, and containing falſe Charges a- 
gainſt the Synod in plain Matters of Fact. 
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which is ſubſcribed or adopted by you all, have vent-, 


ed and do maintain a Tenet of mutual Forbearance, 


directly authoriſing a Toleration of known and ac- 


knowledged Sin. 1 

AND rok rEER, you the ſaid Meſſ. Ebenezer Er- 
ſhine, Ralph Erſkine, James Fiſher, William Hutton, 
David Horn, Henry Erſkine, John M*Cara, Andrew 


Black, Fohn Smith, and David Telfer, did puſh for, 


or concur in and carry on, a moſt diſorderly Proce- 
dure in a Court of CHRIS, as above expreſſed : For- 
aſmuchas, at the foreſaid Meeting of Synod in the 


Month of April in the Year One thouſand ſeven hun- 


dred and forty ſeven, you puſhed for, or concurred 
in and pretended to carry a RES ol Ur ION to proceed 


unto a Vote upon the following Queſtion, viz. Whe- 


ther the Deciſion anent the religious Clauſe in ſome 
Burgeſs-oaths, paſſed by this Synod in April 1746, 
ſhall now or afterwards be made a Term of Miniſteri- 
al and Chriſtian Communion, ay and until the making 
of the ſame to be ſo ſhall be referred by way of Over- 
ture unto Preſbyteries and Kirk-ſeflions, in order to 
their giving their Judgment thereanent ; that ſo there 
may in the mean time be a friendly Dealing among the 


Members of this Synod with one another, in a Hay of 


Conference and Prayer, in order to their coming, thro” 
the Lord's Pity, to ſee Eye to Eyein the Matter of the 
ſaid religious Clauſe ; or, Not? and to have this your 
Queſtion voted, before proceeding to call for the Rea- 
fins of Proteſt againſt the ſaid Deciſion, with the An- 
wers thereunto, for having them read and conſider- 
ed; — though the reading and conſidering of theſe 


Reaſons and Anſwers was altogether and peculiarly 


neceſſary, for a fair opening of the Cauſe ; which diſ- 
orderly Procedure was manifeſtly injurious to the 


Truth aſſerted in the Deciſion ſtruck at by your ſaid MY 
Queſtion, as bringing it on to be condemned in the 4 


C 2 Dark: 


- y 


_. FUR THER, you the ſaid Miniſters laſt menti- 
oned, in the ninth of your faid pretended Reaſons, 


.... - 
. 6 
+ 2 
© 


ETCHED... 
Dirk: As alſo, inſtead of fuffering the Matter of 
* Truth and Duty, as to the Deciſion ſtruck at by your 

ſaid Queſtion, to be fairly on the Field, - you, in your 

Aid Queſtion, did aim and urge a ſecret and covert 
*Thruſ? at the ſame, under a deceitful Colour of due 
Tenderneſs and Regard to Brethren ; which diſorder- 
ly Procedure was of a ſpecial Tendency to impeſe on 

the Judgment of Members in the Caſe : And likewiſe, 
you the faid Meſſ. Ebenezer £rſkine, Ralph Erſkine, 

James Fiſher, Wilkam Hutton, David Horn, Henry 
Erſkine, and Fohn M<Cara, did violently ſuſtain your- 
ſelves Judges concerning your ſaid Queſtion, though 
you were manifeſtly and immediately Parties in the 
Matter againſt the Synod, as being Proteſters againſt 
their Deciſion, that was truck at by your ſaid Que- 

ion in your own favours ; which diſorderly Proce- 
dure did ſtrike directly againſt the [awful Conſtitution 
of the Court. ; 

SICKLIKE, you the Miniſters laſt mentioned, 
together with you the faid Meſſ. Andreu Black, John 

Smith, and David Telfer, by your puſhing for, or 
concurring in and pretending to carry the RE SOL u- 
Tion for @ Vote upon your faid Queſtion, did claim 
a pretended Power ; and you the ſaid Meſſ. Ebenezer 
Fin: Ralph Erſkine, Fames Fiſher, David Horn, 

enry Erſkine, ohn M' Cara, Andrew Black, and Da- 
vid Telfer, by your puſhing for, or concurring in and 
pretending to carry the REsoLUTION wpon your ſaid 
Que ſtion, did exerce the ſaid pretended Power, of to- 
lerating a known and acknowledged Sin, even though 
peculiarly heinous: Inaſuchas, by the ſaid Reſsluti- 

en, you pretended to folerate a preſent Swearing a- 
mong Seceders, of the religious Clauſe of ſome Bur- 
geſs-oaths, —which had been juſtly found, in the De- 
ciſion of Synod about that Clauſe, „ill profeſſedly by 
you left anding, to be a Swearing in general Contra- 
lliction to the preſent Teſtimony, and to the Cath of 
the Bond for renewing our Covenants ;—and hereby 
you 


! 


you did materially drop the ſaid whole Teſtimony for 
Reformation as among the Hands of the Synod, —gi- 
ving Allowauce, at leaſt for a Time, for a material 
Renunciation thereof by Oath + As alſo, by the faid 

Refelution, you brought the foreſaid ſinful and dange= 
rous Innovation into the Church of CHRIST; inaſ- 


muchas you did thereby pretend to /#bjecF the forefaid 


Decree of Synod, in a Controverſy of Faith and Caſe 
of Conſcience, to the Conſultation of inferior Judica- 
tures, particularly X7rk-/effrons. '*7- 
AND sIicELIEE, all of you the Miniſters firſt a- 
bove mentioned, have conſtituted yourſelves, parti- 
cularly at Stirling, upon one or other of the Days of 
the Month of June of the ſaid Year One thouſand ſe- 
ven hundred and forty ſeven, into a pretended Synod, 
in a Way of ſeparating from the rightly conſtitute Af 


fociate Synod to which you belonged, through turning 


aſide from the lawful Conſtitution thereof, and from | 
the received Teſtimony ſtill maintained by the ſaid Sy- 


nod; — thus engaging in a /chiſmatical Conſtitution 


for Support of your foreſaid back/liding Courſe : Which 
retended Conſtitution is to be proven againſt you by 
habile Vitneſſes, and by Letters writ by you the ſaid 
Mr. Ebenezer Erſkine, in name of you all, dated at 
Stirling, June 19. 1747, addreſſed to Meſſ. Thomas 
Mair and Adam Gib, 
MOREOVER, you the ſaid Meſſ. James Mazr, 


William Hutton, Andrew Black, Fames Johnſton, Fohn 


Smith, and David Telfer, beſide the ſeveral Articles 
charged againſt you as above, have made yourſelves, 
and ARE Art and Part in the Guilt of the whole other 
Articles charged as above againſt your Brethren fore- 
ſaid: Inaſmuchas you negleFed a ſuitable and ſeaſon- 
able Teſtimony againſt their open Offences contained 
in theſe other Articles; And, on the contrary, you 


have /chiſmatically embodied yourſelves with theſe your 


Brethren, in the Way of their continuing in and car- 


rying 


T vo F 


rying on theſe their Offences, by your conſtituting 


with them into a pretended Synod as above. 
AND, LasTLy, after giving in your foreſaid 
Proteſts, with pretended Reaſons thereof, and before 


the foreſaid Meeting of Synod in the Month of April 


in the Year One thouſand ſeven hundred and forty 
ſeven, you the ſaid Mr. Ralph Erſkine have framed 
and publiſhed a Pamphlet, intitled, The Lawfulneſ5 of 
the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſe-oaths aſſerted, &c. 
and you the ſaid Meſſ. Zames Fiſher and ohn Me Cara 
have framed and publiſhed a Pamphlet, intitled, A 
eview of a Pamphlet, intitled, © A ſerious Inquiry 
« into the Burgeſs-oaths of Edinburgh, Perth, and 
% Glaſgow,” &c. And you the ſaid Mr. Ebenezer 
Erſkine have, ſince the ſaid Meeting of Synod, fra- 
med and publiſhed a Pamphlet, intitled, The true 
State of the Queſtion upon which a Breach followed 3 in 
the Aſſociate Synod, at Edinburgh, Thurſday April 
9. 1747; and you the ſaid Mr. Ralph Erſkine have al- 
ſo, ſince that Time, framed and publlhed a Pam- 
phlet, intitled, Fancy no Faith; or, A ſeaſonable Ad- 
monition and Information to Seceders, againſt the ſin- 
ful Conſtitution of ſome Brethren into a pretended Ju- 
dicatory, &c. All which Pamphlets do evidently im- 
pugn and ſubvert the neceſſary Teſtimony for Refor- 
mation which your/elves have ſolemnly eſpouſed, —and 
are of an evident Tendency to break and ſeduce the 
Lok p's People: And likewiſe, you the Miniſters all 
above mentioned, at a Meeting in Stirling, in the 
Month of Oetlober, One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
forty ſeven Years, in the pretended iynodical Capa- 
city into which you have ſeparated yourſelves, have 
framed and publiſhed a pretended AF, evidently of 
the ſame Import and Tendency as above, and groſſ- 


ly defaming the rightly conſtitute Syncd in their eſſay- 


ing to maintain the foreſaid Teſtimony, —yea auda- 
cioully pretending to condemn and annul their lawful 
Conſtitution and Proceedings: And all of you are 


guilty 


t QI] | 1 
puilty in the Matter of the ſaid pretended Ad, not- 


withſtanding that ſome of you may have been abſent Sf 
from the ſaid Meeting; inaſmuchas none of you do 
appear in making any ſuitable Confeſſion of your for- 


mer ſinful Conjunction with the ſaid pretended Synod, 


nor in taking up any ſuitable Te/timony againſt their 
ſinful Conſtitution and Proceedings in Rey or the 


ſaid pretended Ac in r 


ALL wWAIcR ARTIcI ES above expreſſed, or 
AN v of them, being found relevant, and proven a- 
gainſt you, you ought to be proceeded againſt by the 


Cenſures of the Lok D's Houſe, according to the Na- 


ture and Demerit of your ſaid Offences and Scandal; 


as being neceſſary for reclaiming and gaining of you, 
for deterring of others from the like Offences, for 


purging out of that Leaven which might infect the 
whole Lump ; as alſo, for vindicating the Honour of 


CuR1sT, and the holy Profeſſion of his Truth, Cauſe 


and „ in this Day of Apoſtaſy and Provo- 


cation. 


' WHEREFORE the ee D1D and hereby 
Do grant Warrant to, and appoint 
their Officers in that Part, conjunctly and ſeverally, 
to paſs, and lawfully /ummen the ſaid Meſſ. Ebenezer 
Erſkine, Ralph Erſkine, Fames Fiſher, Fames Mair, 
William Hutton, David Horn, Henry Erſkine, John 
McCara, Andrew Black, Fames Johnſton, ohn Smith, 
and David Telfer, Miniſters, perſonally or at their 
Dwelling-hquſes, to compear before the next Meeting 
of the Aſſociate Synod, at Edinburgh, on the fifth 
Day of April, One thouſand ſeven hundred and forty 
eight Years, within the New Church of Briſto, in the 
Hour of Cauſe, with Continuation of Days, to anſwer 
to the ſeveral Articles above charged againſt them, 
and to hear and ſee the ſame ſufficiently proven: and 
being ſo proven, to hear and ſee the ſaid Aſſociate * | 
nod. 


25 L 24 J 
nod give their Fudgment, and paſs Sentence in the ſaid 
Matter, as they ſhall find juſt and neceſſary: With 
CERTIFICATION, if the faid Defenders ſhall fail to 
compear, that the Aſſociate Synod may proceed as if 
they were preſent, and cenſure them for ſuch their 
Contumacy and Contempt. I Ot. 

Likewiſe the Synod grants Warrant to their Officers 
foreſaid, to ſummon all Perſons contained in a Li/# 
ſubſcribed by the Clerk of the Synod, to compear be- 
fore the Synod, in the Time and at the Place above 
mentioned, with Continuation of Days, to bear true 
and faithful Mitneſſing, in ſo far as they know, and 
ſhall-be inquired at them, upon the t general Ar- 
Ficle above expreſſed; with Certification as effeirs. 
This, by Warrant and Appointment of the ſaid 
Aſſociate Synod, upon the ſixth Day of January, One 
thouſand ſeven hundred and forry eight Years, is gi- 
ven at Edinburgh, and ſubſcribed by | 
* Jo. REI PD, Syn. Cls. 


IL of Witneſſes to be adduced for proving the fifth 
general Article of the above Libel. 


James Clarkſon Surgeon in Henſhihvood. 

Fohn Clark Merchant in Airth, | 

Thomas Glas Merchant in St. Ninians. 

Andrew Wingate in Corntoun in the Pariſh of Legie. 
Py Jo. REI D, Syn. Cls. 


The Synod further appointed, that their Clerk 
make out Draughts of the above Libel, ſubſcribed by 
him, to be given unto the Officers for being put into 
the Hands of the ſeveral Miniſters : And that he make 
out the proper Warrants, ſubſcribed by him, for the 
ſeveral Officers, to be returned with due Indorſations: 
rand that the whole Affair be ſpeedily executed. 


Extracted by Jo. REI D, Syn, Cls. 
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ts the New Church of Briſto, at Edinburgh * 725 8 "M 
Day of April, One thouſand ſeven hundred and for- 


ty eight Tears, e - 
IE Clerk of Synod reported, that he had, accor- 


_—] 


ding to their Appointment, made out Draughts 


of the Libel againſt the Miniſters ſeparating from this 1 
Synod, and had given them reſpe 


dorſed Executions by 


Fiſher and David Horn, — on the 2d Day of March 
laſt, for Mr. Andrew Black, —and on the 3d Day af * 
that Month, for Mr. Henry Erſkine, at their |Dwel- 3 
lings, with their Domeſticks, to be given them, ba- 
cauſe he found them not at home; as alſo, that, on 
the 26th Day of February laſt, he delivered the Lz» 
bel, with a Summons ſubjoined, ſubſcribed by him, 
before two Witneſſes, to Mr. John M*Cara, perſonal- 3 
ly apprehended at his Dwelling ; and likewiſe that, 

on the 24th Day of February laſt, he left with Da- 


meſticks, at the Houſe where James Clarkſon, one of : I 
the Mitneſſes on the fifth general Article of the Libel, - i 


uſually reſides, a written Summons, ſubſcribed . by 


him, before two Witneſſes; and that, on the zd 
Day of March laſt, he alſo delivered unto ZohnClark, 


another of theſe Witneſſes, perſonally apprehended at 4 


Falkirk, a written Summons, ſubſcribed by him, be- 


fore two Witneſſes : Another of the Warrants having 
indorſed Executions by , Officer, bearing, that 
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ively to the Offi- p 4 
cers for being put into the Hands of thoſe Miniſters, 8 
- together with the proper Warrants for each Officer; 
and that the faid*Warrants, with indorſed Executt- 
ons, were now in his Hands, to be produced when 
the Synod ſhould call for them. Hereupon the ſaid; 
Warrants and Executions, being called for and pra- 
duced, were read: — One of the Warrants having in- 
| „Officer, bearing, that 
he left the Libels, with a Summons ſubjoined to each, 
ſubſcribed by him, before two Witneſſes reſpectives. 
ly, on the 25th Day of February laſt, for Meſſ. ams 
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8 ne Albeered d unto 12 2252 nh age on "the Mt it Day 
of March laſt, and to Mr. James Johnſton on the 3d 
3 E Day of that Month, both perſonally apprehended at tv 1 
1 Kinroſs, the Libels, with a Summons ſubjoined to each, 4b 
ſubſcribed by him, before two Witneſſes reſpectively: ne 
The next of the Warrants having indorſed Executions | Orc 


Meer, bearing, that he left the Libels, ¶ th 
= with a Summons ſubjoined to each, ſubſcribed by him, 8 
before two Witneſſes reſpeCtively, on the 2d Day of off 
= Marchlaſt, for Mr. John Smith, at his Dwelling, with | ' - 
1 Domeſticks there, to be given him, becauſe he found _ 
= him not at home; and on the 3d Day of that Month, 7 


for Mr. William Hutton, at his Dwelling, with Dome- Fü 
= ſticks there, to be given him, becauſe he was refuſed A 
== Acceſs unto him: And another of the Warrants ha- 
Ving an indorſed Execution by , Officer, bear- 
ing, that, on the 3d Day of March laſt, he left the g 
== Libel, with a Summons ſubjoined, ſubſcribed by him, I of tl 
1 before two Witneſſes, for Mr. James Mair, at his 

= Dwelling, with Domeſticks there, to be given him, I 
= becauſe he was refuſed Acceſs unto him: And the laſt T 
of the Warrants having indorſed Executions by - 

= Officer, bearing, that, on the 4th Day of March laſt, 
= he delivered to Meſſ. Ebenezer Erſkine and David 7 el. x 
Fer, perſonally apprehended at their Dwellings, the 
L.ibels, with a Summons ſubjoined to each, ſubſcribed 


by him, before two Witneſſes reſpectively; as alſo 1 
that, on the ſame Day, he delivered ſeverally, to 5 ar 
' Thomas Glas and Andrew Wingate, two of the Mit- , "> 
neſſes on the fifth general Article of the Libel, per- aft 


q 2 ſonally apprehended at their Dwellings, a written %, 
E Summons, ſubſcribed by him, before two Witneſſes 1“ 


reſpectively: — All which Indorſations are ſubſcribed * 
by the ſeveral Officers, and Witneſſes; and do ſeve- "x 
rally bear, that, in all Points, they acted conform to b PI 
their Harrants. 5 < 
5 Hereupon the Synod, conſidering the ſaid War— 0 158 


2 rants and indorled Executions, did ananimcuſiy find, Find 
= that 
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that the Libel, with Summons thereupon, has been du- 
ly lodged with all thoſe Miniſters ; and that the Wit- i 
xeſſes on the fifth general Article of the Libel, have 
alſo been duly ſummoned. Then, by the Synod's 
Order, all the Miniſters foreſaid were ſeverally called 
three times, at one of the moſt patent Doors of the 
Church; but none of them compeared. Next the Wit- 
neſſes were ſeverally called three times, at the Door ; 


upon which they all compeared, and were ordered to 
attend till again called for. 

The Synod delayed proceeding further, in the Caſe 
of the Miniſters libelled, till next Sederunt. 


; 
- 


Eodem loco, April 6. 


The Synod delayed proceeding further, in the Caſe 5 1 
of the Miniſters libelled, till next Sederunt. 3 


In Mr. Gib's Houſe, eodem die, poſt meridiem. 


The Synod reſumed the Caſe of the Miniſters libel- 
led , who were called Yeſternight, but did not com- 
pear: And none of them having offered themſelves 
this Day, and no Excuſe being ſignified for the Ab- 
ſence of any of them z the Queſtion was moved to be 

ut, Find all thoſe Miniſters contumacious, or, Nat ? 
After Deliberation upon the Affair, and Prayer by a a2 
Brother for Light and Direction in it, the Queſtion 
was put accordingly ; And it carried, nemine contra- 
dicente, Find contumacious : Wherefore the Synod 
did and hereby do find all thoſe Miniſters contumaci- 
ous, Next, the Libel againſt them was read all over; 
—and then it was read a ſecond Time, Article by Ar- 
ticle; the reading of each Article being introduced 
by reading the whole Paragraph of the Preamble cor- 
reſponding thereunto. After reading of each, with 
ſome Conſideration thereof, the Queſtion was put, 
Find this Article relevant, if proven, io infer Cen- 
ſure, or, Net? And it carried unanimouſly, as to eve- 8 
ä 11 
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"to infer Cenfurs: excepting thit as to the 15 2255 
one of the Brethren, viz. , Who had but juſt 


e with the Libel, did not vote; and as to 
all the Articles, James Clarkſon, Elder from the Aſ- 
© ſociate Seſſion of Linlithgow, having been cited as a 


[i . bee in the Affair, was not called to vote, as the 


es! agreed alſo, that his Vote be not aſked in the 


after Procedure thereon: Wherefore the Synod did 


and hereby do find each of the ſeven Articles of Libel 
ber, if proven, to infer Cenſure. And they de- 
doe proceeding a in the Affair till next Sede- 


. * 
* 
U. 
. * 
W. ">. 
* 4 


Ji the Church, | April 1 


When the Synod were reſuming Conſideration of 
the Libel, in order to the adducing of Proof upon it; 
Mr. William Hutton, one of the Miniſters /:belled, ap- 
peared at the Bar; and addreſſing himſelf to the Mo- 
derator, though not by that Deſignation, acknowled- 
ged, that he had got a Libel put into his Hands, and 

| Ngnified his Deſign of having appeared Yeſternight, if 
he Meeting had been in publick : And he further re- 
preſented, that he had a Paper to read in their Hear- 
ing, containing his Mind about the Affair; which he 
laid he believed would be underſtood, if he was al- 
| Jowed to read the ſaid Paper. Being aſked, If that 


| | I Paper was in the Form of Anſuers unto the Articles 


of the Libel, or not? He anſwered, That it was not 
| proper ly ſo, but might contain ſome things extrane- 
ous thereto, After Tome Conference with him, and 
= he Rill inſiſting for Acceſs to read his Paper; it was 
then moved, That, before allowing him to do ſo in 
© Synod, 3 Committee might be appointed to hear his 
Paper, converſe with him, and report unto the Sy- 
29g; This Mr. Hutton declined, Upon which it was 

| obſerved 
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ben come up, and had not had Acceſt before to be 


obſerved to bim, T That 25 * loving inn don 


to read any Paper, if not in the Form of Anſwers uns 
to the Articles of Libel exhibited againſt him, was 1 
Thing they were no way obliged to do. But, after 


ſome farther Conſideration of the Matter, and to pre- J 1 
vent all Exception, the Synod agreed to hear Mr. Hut- I 


ton's Paper as his Speech to them, 


He then introduced himſelf with a ſhort verbal De. Eo 
claration, that he had retracted his Proteſt againſt ths 
Deciſion of Synod, in April 1746, concerning a reli 
gious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-oaths,—though he ex> 
plained neither how nor where, — averring, that he E 
was not now to be looked upon as one who had any 
Freedom to ſtand in oppoſition to that Deciſion ; and 
that he had no Freedom to approve of the 7 ranſmifh 1 
ſion in the ſecond Reſolution, or Vote, as he called 


it, — being of the Mind, that it ought to have been 
dropt for the Peace of the Church, beſides other Ob- 


jections he had againſt it, that he could tell any of the N ; 
He then read a long Paper in 


Miniſters in private, 
the Hearing of the Synod ; wherein, notwithſtand- 
ing his verbal Declaration, Ko attacked and impug ned 


the Conſtitution and whole late Proceedings of the Syx ©; 1 
nod, in a very abſolute and audacious Manner, ank 


in a very ridiculing and inſulting Strain, telling them, 


that from the Words of their Acts he judged them + 
And, in all his Paper, he made no Acknowledgment "Mi 
of any of the Sins and Scandals on which he was 1. 
belled ; but only advanced a Number of very ground. 
leſs and unaccountable Charges and Accuſations a» 


gainſt the Synod, particularly as if they were Teach- 


ers of neu and erroneaus Doctrine, in an alledged exe 2 7 
cluding of Ruling Elders from being 7udges in Con- 


concluded with declaring, that he did not now ap- 


troveslies of Faith and Caſes of Conſcience, 


pear before the Synod as a Pannel, or as anſwering 


the Citation given him upon the Libel; making alargs 1 
Profeſſion of his acting in al this, from I 1 0 
aid 
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$ 1d opon | his Arrives of Ning ſuch Freedom with 
his Fathers and Brethren, not to ſuffer Sin to lie upon 


them; and declaring his Reſolution of continuing in 


tte full E xerciſe of his Mini/try, as having received it 
from the LoR D Jesus CHRIS, notwithſtanding a- 


= ny Sentences that might be paſſed againſt him; aver- 


OY 


ring, that as he ſaid they could not be binding in Hea- 
ven, ſo they ſhould by him be held ul and void. — 
Upon which he withdrew. 


After ſome Members had been employed, at conſi- 


derable Length, in vindicating the Conſtitution and 
Proceedings of the Synod, againſt the bold and inju- 


rious Attack made upon the ſame by Mr. Hutton, re- 


* turning an Anſwer to the Subſtance of theſe imperti- 
nent Charges advanced by him againſt the Synod ; 


and after ſome Conference upon the Affair; a Moti- 


on was made, That the Queſtion be put, Find Mr. Hut- 


ton highly cenſurable, in reſpect of his preſent Conduct 
and Behaviour, or, Not? Which Motion having been 


* conſidered and agreed to, the Queſtion was according- 


the ae do 
2 cenſur able, in reſpect of his preſent Conduct and Beha- 


Vviour. 


I) pt; and it carried znanimouſly, (excepting that 


„did not vote), Find: Wherefore 
find Mr. Hutton highly 


And they delayed proceeding unto the Proof of the 


WM Libel, till next Sederunt. 


Eodem loco & die, poſi meridiem. 
The Synod proceeded unto the Progf of the ſeve- 


Y RN ral Articles of the Libel, 


The fr Article being read, and Members being 
called to ſpeak upon it, Fvidences of it were propo- 


| 3 kd ; which are, in Subſtance, as follows. 


With ref pect to the fit Branch of this Article, viz. 
ET hat the Miniſters therein mentioned “ did reſpe- 


bn AKivehp, at the Meetings of the A/ociate Synod in 


6. 1 
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& ciſion of the Aſſociate Synod, on the ninth Day of © 

ce that Month of April, concerning a religious 225 4 
« in ſome Burgeſs-oaths, though the ſaid Deciſion 
& did plainly amount to a neceſſary Stand for the Te- 
&« ſtimony already among their Hands, without an 
ſpecious Appearance of Reaſon for the ſaid Proteſt- 


N 
A 


* ing, in a Conſiſtency with the Holding of that Te- 


6 ſtimony :”—As it is undeniably notorious, and ap- 
pears, particularly from their {ubſcribed Papers, con- 
taining their Proteſts, with pretended Reaſons there- 
of, now produced in Synod, that theſe Miniſters pro- 
teſted reſpectively, at the Meetings mentioned, a- 
gainſt the ſaid Deciſion of Synod ; ſo the Deciſion pro- 
teſted againſt did amount to a Stand for the Teſtimo- = 
ny already among the Hands of the Synod; in regard 
this Deciſion was expreſsly againſt an Oath, con/ider- 
ed only as not agreeing unto the ſaid Teſtimony, nor 
conſiſting with the Oath of the Bond for renewing 
our ſolemn Covenants: Moreover, this Stand which 
the Deciſion did amount to, was nece//ary ; conſider- 
ing the great Weight of the Caſe, in its own Nature; 

and that the Conſideration thereof was then providen- 
tially brought into the Synod's Way; and that an ad- 
miniſtering the Oath of the Bond for renewing our 
ſolemn Covenants, was a Work then in hand: And 
further, the Deciſion did plainly amount to this nece/* 
ſary Stand, without any ſbecicus Appearance of Rea- 

ſon for the proteſting againſt it, in a Conſiſtency with 
the Holding of the foreſaid Teſtimony ; becauſe, on 
the one hand, a preſent ſwearing of the religious 
Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs-oaths, plainly declares a gene- 
ral Approbation of and Satisfaction with the preſent Pro- 
feſſing and Authoriſing of the true Religion in this 
Realm; and yet, on the other hand, the ſaid Profeſs 
ſing and Authoriſing are plainly chargeable with alk 
thoſe publick Defections and Corruptions, in Church i 
and State, which are witneſſed againſt in the judicial 
Teſtimony, 
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© viz. That the foreſaid Miniſters, “ afterwards, be- 
e fore the Meeting of Synod in April 1747, did re- 
= ſpectively give in their ſaid Proteſis, with pretended 
1 Reaſons thereof, ſubſcribed by them reſpectively, 


1 4 & in a Style and Strain moſt indecent and undutiful :” 
I Alt being undeniably notorious, that thoſe Miniſters 


' did reſpectively, before the Meeting mentioned, give 
zn Papers ſubſcribed by them, containing their Pro- 
e with pretended Reaſons thereof, which were 
now produced in Synod :—That the ſaid Papers are 
in ſuch a Style and Strain as mentioned, appears from 
many Paſſages thereof, now condeſcended upon in 
usa; Which Paſſages, as the ſaid Papers are print- 
ed along with the Synod's Acts and Proceedings, do 
lie in pag. 27. 28. 58. 68. 69. 8 1. 83. 86. 87. 88. 93. 
94. 95. 96. 97. 100. 101. 102.— 114. 115. 116. 119. 
128. 129. & 130. 

With reſpect to the third Branch of this Article, 
viz. That their ſaid Papers are © containing falſe 
% Charges againſt the Synod, in plain Matters of 
Faft:”—This appears from ſome Paſſages of theſe 
Papers, now condeſcended upon in Synod,—lying in 
P. 26. 95. & 96. 

And theſe Evidences of the 05 Article, (which 
contains Matters of heinous Sin and Scandal, contra- 
Fy to the Paſſages of the holy Scripture, Confe ſion and 
© Sr quoted in relation to the ſeveral Branches 
thereof), were reaſoned upon, as Proof of the ſaid 
Article againſt the Mini/ters therein mentioned. 

Then the Queſtion was agreed to be put, Find this 
Article proven, or, Not? And being accordingly put, 
it carried unanimouſly, (excepting that one, viz, — 


, did not vote), Find: Wherefore the Synod 


Tag and * do find the firſt Article of Libel pro- 
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The fecond Article was next read, bearing, That 
the Miniſters therein ſpoke of, © in the ninth of their 
« faid pretended Reaſons, which is ſubſcribed or ad- 
« opted by them all, have vented and do maintain a 
„ Tenet of mutual Forbearance, directly authoriſing 
& a Toleratian of known and acknowledged Sin.” 
two Paragraphs of that ninth 
Reaſon were read all over: And ſeme Paſſages of 
theſe were condeſcended upon, as Evidences : And 
theſe Evidences of the ſecond Article (which contains 
Matter of heinous Sin and Scandal, contrary to the 
Paſſages of the holy Scripture, Confeſſion and Cate- 
chiſm, quoted in relation thereunto) were reaſoned 
upon, as Proof of the ſaid Article againſt the Mini- 
ſters therein ſpoke of. 

Then the Queſtion was agreed to be put, Find this 
Article proven, er, Not? And being accordingly put, 
it carried unanimoully, Find: Wherefore the Synod 
did and hereby do find the ſecond Article of Libel 


- 2 2 5 * $4 * 


Thereafter, the third Article was read; importing, 
That the Mini/ters therein fit mentioned“ did puſh 
* for, or concur in, and carry on a molt diſorderiy 
& Procedure in a Court of CuR1sT, as above expreſ- 
“ ſed: Foraſmuchas, at the foreſaid Meeting of Sy- 
* nod in April 1747, they puſhed for, or concurred 
* In, and pretended to carry a RE50LUTION to pro- 
* ceed unto a Vote upon the following Queſtion, viz. 
* Whether the Deciſion anent the religious Clauſe in 
« ſeme Burgeſi-oaths, paſſed by this Synod in April 
« 1746, fhall now or afterwards be made a Term of 
* Miniſterial and Chriſtian Communion, ay and until 
* the making of the ſame to be fo ſhall be referred by 
* way of Overture unto Preſbyteries and Kirk-ſeffrons, 
* in order to their giving their Judgment thereaneut ; 
* that ſ there may in the mean time be a friendly * 
* Dealing among the Members of this Synod with one  Þþ 

8 9 another, 


* 


y 

& der to their coming, through the Lord's Pity, to 
« ſee Eye to Eye in the Matter of the ſaid religious 
*« Clauſe; or, Net? and to have this their Queſtion 
c voted, before proceeding to call for the Reaſons of 
« Proteſt againſt the ſaid Deciſion, with the Anſwers 
cc thereunto, for having them read and conſidered, 
though the reading and conſidering of theſe Rea- 
& fons and Anſwers was altogether and peculiarly ne- 
c“ ceſſary, for a fair opening of the Cauſe ; which diſ- 
c orderly Procedure was manifeſtly injurious to the 
% Truth aſſerted in the Deciſion {truck at by their 
« ſaid Queſtion, as bringing it on to be condemn- 
% ed in the Dark: As allo, inſtead of ſuffering the 
« Matter of Truth and Duty, as to the Deciſion 
* ſtruck at by their ſaid Queſtion, to be fairly on the 
© Field, — they, in their ſaid Queſtion, did aim and 
te urge a /ecret and covert Thruſt at the ſame, under 
« a deceitful Colour of due Tenderneſs and Regard 
< to Brethren ; which diſorderly Procedure was of a 
6“ ſpecial Tendency to impoſe on the Judgment of 
Members in the Caſe : And likewiſe” the Miniſters 
laſt mentioned in the Article, © did violently ſuſtain 
« themſelves 7udges concerning their ſaid Queſtion, 
© though they were manifeſtly and immediately Par- 
« ties in the Matter againſt the Synod, as being Pro- 
e teſters againſt the Deciſion of Synod, that was 
«& ſtruck at by their ſaid Queſtion in their own fa- 
ce vours; Which diſorderly Procedure did ſtrike di- 
<< rectly againſt the /awful Conſtitution of the Court.“ 
With reſpect to the Facts charged in this Article, 
viz, That the Miniſters therein fir/f mentioned, at 
the Meeting of Synod in April 1747, puſhed for, or 
concurred in, and pretended to carry a Reſolution to 
Proceed unto a Vote upon the Nueſtion mentioned, —and 
t9 have this their Queſtion voted before proceeding to 
call for the Reaſens of Proteſt, with the Anſwers 


 thereunto, for having them read and conſidered ; — as 
T7 allo, 


13 


* another, in a Way of Conference and Prayer, in or- 


fore the Synod did and hereby do find the third Arti- 


11, that the Miniſters therein laſt mentioned, who 
were Proteſters againſt the Deciſion ſtruck at by their 
ſaid Queſtion, did violently (viz. over the Belly of 
Reaſoning and Proteſtation to the contrary) ſuſtain 
themſelves Judges concerning their ſaid Queſtion s | 
Theſe were conſidered as Facts of undeniable Notori= 
ety, having been tranſacted, not in a Corner, but 
publickly, in face of Synod, before many Witneſles. 
With reſpect to the Conſtruction of theſe Facts, in 
the Article, viz. of being a mo/? diſorderly Procedure 
in a Court of Chriſt, manifeſtly injurious to the Truth 2 
aſſerted in the Deciſion ſtruck at by their ſaid Queſti- 
on, —as bringing it on to be condemned in the Dark, 
and of a ſpecial Tendency to impoſe on the Judgment 
of Members in the Caſe, and ſtriking directiy 3 
the lawful Conſtitution of the Court: The obvious Ma- 
ture of their Qze/tion, with other Grounds expreſſed 
in the Article itſelf, were conſidered as Evidences 
hereof: And theſe Evidences of the third Article 
(which contains Matter of heinous Sin and Scandal, 
contrary to the Paſſages of the holy Scripture, Confeſ> 


ſion and Catechiſm, quoted in relation to the ſeveral _ 


Parts thereof) were reaſoned upon, for Proof of the 
faid Article, as complexly laid, againſt the Miniſters 
therein mentioned. 

Upon which, the Queſtion was agreed to be put, 
Find this Article proven, or, Not? And being accor- 
dingly put, it carried unanimouſly, Find: Where- 


cle of Libel proven. 


Next, the faurth Article was read; which imports, 
That the Mini/ters therein fir it ſpoke of and menti- 
oned, “by their puſhing for, or concurring in, and 
” pretending to carry the Reſolution for. a Vote upon 
c their ſaid Queſtion, did cL a1mapretended Power ;*? 
and that the Miniſters next mentioned, “by their 
** puſhing for, or concurring in, and pretending to i 

& 2 « carry 


e carry the Reſolution upon their ſaid Queſtion, did no 
% ExERCE the ſaid pretended Power, of tolera- for 
& ting a known and acknowledged Sin, even though | 
25 1 heinous : Inaſmuchas, by the ſaid R%. the 
ution, they pretended to folerate a preſent Swear- abe 

« ing among Seceders, of the religious Clauſe of ſome 2 
& Burgeſs:oaths, — which had been juſtly found, in I vec 
* the Deciſion of Synod about that Clauſe, „ill pro- Yo 
« feſſedly by them left ſtanding, to be a Swearing in | Ke 
« general Contradiction to the preſent Teſtimony, I ing 
and to the Cath of the Bond for renewing our Co- Re 
* venants;—and hereby they did materially % e / 
e the ſaid whole Teſtimony for Reformation as a- cif! 
e mong the Hands of the Synod,—giving Allowance, on 
* at leaſt for a Time, for a material XRenunciation | the 
thereof by Oath : As alfo, by the ſaid Reſolution, ſin 
* they brought the foreſaid ſinful and dangerous B.- dic 
e novation into the Church of CurisT; inaſmuchas || ye: 
* they did thereby pretend to ſubject the foreſaid Pe- do 

& cree of Synod, in a Controverly of Faith and Caſe Þ 16 
* of Conſcience, to the Conſultation of inferior Ju- | 
dicatures, particularly Kirk-/&frons.” qu: 
With reſpect to the Facts charged in this Article, || tio 
ene of them, viz. That the Miniſters therein firſt || cla 
ſpoke of and mentioned, did (viz. at the Meeting of ] ſtic 
Synod expreſſed in the third Article) puſh for, or con- tol: 
car in, and pretend to carry the Reſolution for aVote ¶ pe 
upon their ſaid Que/?i;n,—having been / eonſidered | Sw 
on the third Article: As to the other of them, viz. n 
That the Miniſters ct mentioned, did Cviz. at the C97 
ſame Meeting) puſh for, or concur in, and pretend to | Qu 
carry the Reſolution upon their ſaid Queſtion, (viz. as, 
That the Deciſion anent the religious Clauſe in | —: 
e ſome Burgeſs-oaths, paſſed by this Synod in April ter 
1746, /hall not now or afterwards be made a Term alle 
„of Miniſterial and Chriſtian Communion, ay and | wa 
until, &c.),” this was /ikewi/e conſidered as a Fact | ors 
of undeniable Netoricty, — having been tranſacted, 
1 „ not 
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fore many Witneſſes. 
With reſpect to the ſpecial Qualification of theſe 
their Facts, viz. That the foreſaid Deciſion of Synod 


about the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-oaths, was 


Pill profeſſedly by them left ſtanding ; —it was obſer- 
ved, for Evidence of this, that their Reſolution for a 


Vote upon their Queſtion, did directly exclude the 
Reaſons of Proteſt againſt the faid Deciſion, from be- 


ing previouſly read and conſidered ; and that their 
Reſolution upon the Queſtion, directly bears a profe/* 
77g to leave the ſaid Deciſion Hill in being, as a De- 
ciſion of Synod : But further, that as the ſaid Deci/7- 
on is well known to have been {till left landing in 


the Minutes, without any Sentence profeſſedly rever- 


ſing the ſame ; ſo it is notorious, that thoſe Miniſters 


did not then crave any profeſſed reverſing thereof, — 
yea that, on the contrary, they politively declined 


doing ſo,—as is explained in the Act of Synod, April 


I6. 1747, condemning the ſecond Reſolution. 


With reſpec to the Conſtruction of theſe Facts ſo 


qualified, in the Article, viz. That, by the Reſolu- 
tion for a Vote upon their ſaid Queſtion, there was 
claimed, and, by the Reſolution upon their ſaid Que- 
ſtion, there was alſs exerced a pretended Power of 
tolerating a known and acknowledged Sin, even though 
peculiarly heinous, as in the Matter ſpecified, of a 
Swearing in general Contradiction to the preſent Teſti- 
mony, and to the Oath of the Bond for renewing our 
Covenants; and that, by this Reſolution upon their 
Queſtion, the ſaid whole Teſtimony for Reformation 
as among the Hands of the Syncd, was materially drept, 
iin giving Allowance, at leaſt for a Time, for a ma- 


terial Renunciation thereof by Cath; and that thereby 


allo, the ſinful and dangerous hnngvaticon mentioned, 
was brought into the Church of CurisT:i—The vi- 
9s Nature of their Queſtion, and of their Refoluti- 
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ons concerning it, ſo qualified, were conſidered as 
 Evidences hereof. | 
And theſe Evidences of the fourth Article (which 
contains Matter of heinous Sin and Scandal, contrary 
to the Paſſages of the holy Scripture, Confeſſion and 


Catechiſm, quoted in relation to the ſeveral Parts 


thereof) were reaſoned upon, for Proof of the ſaid 
Article, as complexly laid, againſt the Miniſters 
therein ſpoke of and mentioned, 

Whereupon the Queſtion was agreed to be put, Find 
this Article proven, or, Not? And being according- 
Jy put, it carried unanimouſly, (excepting that one, 
VIZ, , did not yote), Find: Wherefore the 
Synod did and hereby do find the fourth Article of Li- 
bel proven. 


And then, the #4 Article was read; which bears, 
That the Miniſters therein ſpoke of,“ have conſtitu- 
ted themſelves, particularly at Stirling, upon one 
ce or other of the Days of Zune 1747, into a pretend- 
« ed Synod, in a Way of ſeparating from the right- 
ly conſtitute 4ſſrciate Synod to which they belong- 
« ed, through furning aſide from the [awful Conſti- 
« ftution thereof, and from the received Teſtimony 


56 {till maintained by the ſaid Synod thus engaging 


* ina /chiſmatical Conſtitution for Support of their 
& foreſaid bachſliding Courſe : Which pretended Con- 
6 /tituticn was to be proven againſt them by habile 
« Witnefes, and by Letters“ condeſcended upon in 
the Article. 
With reſpect to the Fad charged in this Article, 
—it was conſidered as of undeniable Netorzety, that 
the Cenerality, at leaſt, of the Miniſters libelled did 
conſtitute themſelves into a pretended Synod, at Stir- 
ling, within the Time mentioned: And it being re- 
preſented, that the Letters mentioned, which it was 
told were forgot to be brought up, could only be for 
Proof of the Matter as to the faid Cencrality, the Sy- 
=” no 


. 1 | 
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nod therefore diſpenſed with them. But, as to the 
Proof that all thoſe Miniſters were in the ſaid Meet- 
ing, it was obſerved, that, beſides ſome Notoriety of 

the Matter, / ack: is actually granted in a Remark 


upon this Article by Meſſ. Ebenezer Erſkine and James 


Fiſher, in their Preface to a late Pamphlet, intitled, 
Obſervations upon the Conduct of the ſeparating Bros 


thren, as the {aid Preface bears its having been wrote 


by theſe two Brethren ; and therefore a Motion was 
made, That the Synod might be fatisfied, for farther 
Evidence, with the Declarations of the Witneſſes up- 
on this Point: Which Motion, being conſidered, was 
agreed to. Hereupon the Witneſ/es being called, com- 


- peared: And being ſolemnly charged to declare the 


Truth, and nothing but the Truth, in ſo far as they 
knew and ſhould be inquired at them in this Matter; 
and being accordingly interrogated one by one, —If, 
at Stirling, upon one or other of the Days of June 
laſt Year, they were Witneſſes to the Miniſters libel- 
led their being conſtituted as a Synod, and /aw all 
thoſe Miniſters preſent therein ? James Clarkſon, Sur- 
geon in Henſbiluood, declared, That, upon the 16th 
and 17th Days of Func laſt Year, at Stirling, he was 
witneſs to the Miniſters libelled their being conſtitu- 3 
ted as a Synod, with a Moderator and Clerk; and re- 
members very well, that he /aw all thoſe Miniſters 
preſent therein : And John Clark, Merchant in Arrth, 
declared conform hereto, except that he thinks it was 
upon the 17th and 18th Days of Zune that he was wit- 
neſs, and ſaw accordingly.—But the other two Wit- 
neſſes declared, That having been but for a ſhort 
Time there, they could not exactly inform how many 
and who of thoſe Miniſters were preſent. 

With reſpect to the Conſtiuction of this Fact in the 
Article, —it was obſerved, that the ſaid Miniſters their 
conſtituting of themſelves into. the ſaid pretended Sy- 
nod, (being therefore but a pretended one), behoved 
to be a ſehiſinatical Conſtitution for Support of their 
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4 ER N or of their irbackNlding 2Courſ 


expreſſed in the foregoing Articles. — became (as is 


I expreſſed i in this Article) it was in a Way of ſe para- 
king from the rightly conſtitute Aſſociate Synod to 
= which they belonged ; ; and which Separation they 
made, through turning aſide from the lawful Conſti- 
= zution of the Aſſociate Synod, as is found in the third 
Article, —and through turning aſide from the received 
= Teſtimony ſtill maintained by the faid Synod, as is 
- _ in the Fourth Article. 


But, for more particular Evidence of this Separat 


on, there was a referring to what had been reaſoned 
concerning the ſame, at the former Sederunt, in re- 


ply to Mr. Hutton's Paper: Which was in Subſtance, 
That the ſaid Miniſters did very evidently turn a- 


Fo de from the lawful Conſtitution of the Aſſociate Sy- 


nod, and from the received Teſtimony ſtill maintain- 
ed by them; conſidering the Reference made and the 
Toleration given by thoſe Miniſters, in their ſecond 
© Reſolution ; and conſidering that this was managed in 
the Way of excluding a fair opening of the Cauſe, 
by their t Reſolution; and conſidering that, for 
theſe Purpoles, ſo many of them who were directly 
Parties, did violently ſuſtain themſelves 7zudges in 
the Affair of theſe Reſolutions; and conſidering that, 
after all, the ſecond Reſolution which they pretended 


to carry, was voted but by nine Miniſters and eleven 


Elders, while thirteen Miniſters and ten Elders were 


ſtanding under the Banner of a ſolemn Proteſtation a- 


gainſt their Procedure herein: — Seeing thus, in vo- 
ting their /econd Reſolution, they evidently comple- 
ted a fad Departure from the [awful Conſtitution of 


the Aſſociate Synod ; ſo as any Conſtitution they went 
I over unto, was a new and fill then unheard of Con- 


ſtitution of their own ; — viz. a Conſtitution import- 
Ing, upon the Matter, That the Decrees of Synods 
and Councils, in Controverſies of Faith and Caſes of 
e 8 "gi be JE to the Conſultation of 
"= | inferior 


* 


inferior Judicatures, : 
that Seceders may be judicially tolerated to ſwear an 


proven, 
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Oath which is, at the ſme time, judicially declaes 4 
to be contradidtory to the whole preſent Teſtimony, 
and to the Oath of the Bond for renewing our Cove=" 
nants; and that a Deciſion may be made in a e 
before allowing it to be fairly opened; and that Par- 3 
ties may violently ſuſtain themſelves Zudges in their 
own Cauſe; and 1 —— a Minority may carry a Deciſi- 
on, over the Belly of the Majority of acting Members 
in the Court. 

The above E r of the fifth Article Cwhich. © 
contains Matter of heinous Sin and Scandal, contra- 
ry to the Paſſages of the holy Scripture, Confe 77 on and 
Catechiſm, quoted in relation thereto) were conſider 
ed for Proof of the ſaid Article, as complexly laid, a- "i 


gainſt the Miniſters therein ſpoke of. - 


Thereafter, the Queſtion was agreed to be put, Find. 
this Article proven, or, Not? And being accordingly 
put, it carried unanimouſly Find: Wherefore the Sy- 
nod did and hereby do find the fifth Article of Libel. 


And they delayed farther Procedure 1 in this Ake, 
till next Sederunt. 


Eodem loco, April 8.1 748. FW 


The Synod adjourned unto 7 uefday next Week; 
in this Place; deferring farther Procedure in the Af 
fair of the Libel till that Time : And they hae 1 
that a conſiderable Time in the former Part of the 
ſaid Day, be publickly obſerved by them in Faſting 
and Prayer, with Praiſe, as uſual, —ſupplicating a 
Throne of Grace for the Lok 's ſending out his Light = 
and his Truth, to lead them in the weighty and im- 


FD * ry "eo e 
„ laco, April 12. 1748, BY mera, 
” conſiderable Part of this Day was ſpent by the 


ment at laſt Sederunt. — 


3 The Synod proceeded to diſcuſſing the Proof of ths 


= Miniſters therein mentioned, © beſide the ſeveral Ar- 
= < ticles” (viz. whether general or particular)“ char- 
E < ped againſt them as above, have made themſelves, 
t "© and are AR r and Pa R r in the Guilt of the whole 
. other Articles charged as above againſt their Bre 
2 thren foreſaid.” 
As to the Grounds of this Charge expreſſed i in the 
2 viz, That theſe Miniſters neglected a ſuit- 
able and ſeaſonable Teſtimony againſt the open Of- 


«Articles; and, on the contrary, have ſchiſinatical- 


e theſe their Offences :” — It was obſerved for Evi- 
E dence hereof, that it is notorious, that the Miniſters 
mentioned did not any way concur with the Teſtimo- 
ny given and carried on againſt theſe other open Of- 
fences of their Brethren, at the Meeting of Synod in 


y ſuch eſtimony ; - but that (as is expreſſed in 7his 


Article, and hath been found proven on the fifth Ar- 


""zicle) they have conſtituted with them into a pretend 


hren, in the Way of their continuing in and carry- 


bur es on the h Article. 
theſe Evidences of the Grounds expreſſed in 


the . h Article eee they bare made them- 


= in Faſting and Prayer, rg to Appoint- 


3 | ng Articles of Libel. Hereupon the /ixth Ar- 
= ficle was read; which contains a Charge, That the 


* fences" of their Brethren, contained in theſe other 


4 4. th embodied themſelves with theſe their Brethren, 
in the Way of their continuing in and carrying on 


; 3 75 1747, —and that they have not /ince taken up a- 


=? Synod, as above; which Conſtituting is evidently a | 
6 8 Hnatical embodying themſelves with theſe their Bre- 


Tying on theſe their Offences, —according as hath been | 


| {elves 


the laſt Page of that Pamphlet, of his having been 3 


_ diſmiſs accordingly. 


were framed and publiſhed at the Times relpectwely 
mentioned, and are commonly reputed to have been 3 4 


ly charged therewith; ſo it is notorious, that all of 
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14 OY are ITY 4, Part as above,—accorteh = I 
the Paſſages of the holy Scripture, Confeſſion and? ca. 
*techiſm, quoted in relation to this Article) were con- 1 | 
ſidered for Proof of the ſaid Article, againſt the Mini. 1 

ers therein mentioned. | 3 1 

| Upon which the Queſtion was agreed to be put, YZ 
Find this Article proven, or, Not? And being accor- 
dingly put, it carried unanimouſly Find : Wherefore L 
the Synod did and hereby 40 find the ſixth Article 4 
Libel proven. 


Then the ſeventh and laſt Article was read, which 4 
bears a Charge concerning ſome Pamphlets and a rel 3 
tended Act, therein mentioned. 4A 

After ſome Reaſoning upon the Point of Fact, as 4 
to the Pamphlets mentioned their having been anal 
and publiſhed by the Miniſters reſpectively charged 1 
therewith i in this fo ng a Motion was made, That, I 
in regard there is not any Evidence produced of M. I 
McCara having been joint Framer and Publiſher with 
Mr. Fiſher, of the Pamphlet, intitled, 4 Review, &C. 3 
further than the ſingle Teſtimony of Mr. Fiſher, in 


obliged to Mr. M*Cara for ſeveral Thoughts and Q 4 F 
tations therein, — that therefore the Synod may an 
this Part of the Article as to him : Which Motion ha- 
ving been conſidered, was agreed to; and the Synod 1} 

2M bY 
But it was obſerved, as ſufficient for proving 40 4 
the remaining Point of Tacr forelaid,—that as it 18 
well known, that the ſeveral Pampblets mentioned 


framed and publiſhed by the other Miniſters rel] rn 1 


N except one, intitled, The Lawfulneſs, &c. have 4 

been for a conſiderable Time vended ,through the 4 1 
Country, with the Names of thoſe Miniſters either 
F 2 rate 


28 - 5 88 TY 44 * EN N by | | K 8 
ee or 1 as Authors thereof  reſpeAively; with 
* without any open Contradiction by them: And as to vieu 
e foreſaid Pamphlet, intitled, The Lawfulneſs, &c, | A 
Mr: Ralph Erſkine hath openly acknowledged himſelf the 
Eto have been the Framer and Publiſher thereof, in his | ed - 
F I Þ other Pamphlet, intitled, Fancy no Faith, Kc. p. 63. 
3 With reſpect to the Charge on all theſe Pamphlets 
| - mentioned in the firſt Part of the Article, viz. That 
A 7 do © evidently impugn and ſubvert the neceſſary 1 1 
= Teſtimony for Reformation which themſelves: (viz. and 
2 I Ee thoſe Miniſters) hape ſolemnly eſpouſed, — and are I of, 
ee of an evident Tendency to break and ſeduce the Wh 
3 © Lord's People: For Evidences hereof, ſeveral Par 
q 2 FPaſſages in each of thoſe Pamphlets were condeſcend- \ 
b ed upon, —lying in ſeveral Pages thereof, as follows, © Th: 
iz. The Lawfulneſs, &c. p. 9. 10. 22. 26. 50. 51.70. ed i 
3 © 80. 82. & 85. A Review, &c. p. 6. 17. G 76. Fan- ten 
ey no Faith, &c. p. 5. 6, 7, 15. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24, for 


3 25. 26. & 27. The true State, &c. p. 6. 7. & 10. riet 
1 And theſe Evidences of the ſeventh Article, as to ling 


the firſt Part thereof, concerning the Pamphlets men- is, 
| tioned, (which contains Matters of heinous Sin and Mz 
Skandal, contrary to the Paſſages of the holy Scri- | wel 
= Confeſſion, and Catechiſm, quoted in relation bee 
= thereto), were reaſoned upon, for Proof of that Part Mo 
of the Article, as complexly laid, againſt the Mini-] —7 


ers therein mentioned reſpeAively, except as to min 
Vr. Me Carg. Ja— 

. And then the Queſtion Was agreed to be put, Find the 
K Article, in the firſt Part of it concerning the *|,F0 * 
1 Pamphlets mentioned, except as to Mr. M*Cara, pro- ged 


ven, or, Not? And being accordingly put, it carried W #7 7 


= unanimouſly, (excepting that one, viz. , wha I ing 
bad juſt then come in, did not vote), Find: Where- | ſai: 


3 fore the Synod did and hereby do find the ſeventh Ar- her 
= z:cle of Libel, in the fi Part thereof concerning the tha 
eee therein mentioned, —proven ; except as to 19 90 

. AM tas having eel joint Framer and Publiſher | * , 
- | vin | 
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view, ro 


And the 1 51 adrpel e entering! upon ink Proof 60 2 A 


the latter Part of the Article, concerning the pretend =, 


ed Act, till next Sederunt. 


Eodem loco, A pril 13. 1748. 1 

The Synod returned to the Proof of the front EY 
and laſt Article of Libel, as to the latter Part there= 
of, concerning the pretended A therein mentioned 
Which Part of the Article, with what of the foregoing 
Part it relates to, was read. 2 
With reſpect to the general Fad? here charged, via. 


{ 


That the Miniſters libelled, at the Meeting mention- 


ed in the Article, have framed and publiſhed the pre- 
tended Act mentioned: It was obſerved, as ſufficient 


for Prosf hereof, that it is a Matter of common Noto- 


riety, that the pretended Aſſociate Synod, met at Stir-= 
ling, October 29. 1747, whoſe the faid pretended A& 
is, as in the Title thereof, — was a Meeting of the 
Miniſters libelled ; and that the ſaid pretended Act is 
well known to be commonly reputed theirs, — having 
been vended through the Country as ſuch, for ſeveral 


Months, without any open Contradiction by them; 3 
yea that it is openly acknowledged as of their Hua. 9 


ming and publiſhing, by Meſſ. Ebenezer Erſkine and 


James Fiſher, in their before mentioned Preface to 1 


the Pamphlet, intitled, 0b/ervations, &c. p. 1 5. 4 

With reſpeCt to the Particularity of the Fact chars 3 
ged, viz, That ALL the Miniſters libelled are guilty Þ 
in the Matter of the ſaid pretended Act, notwithſtand- 
ing that ſome of them may have been abſent. from the 


faid Meeting. It was obſerved, as ſufficient for Prof 


hereof, and alfo as a Matter of undeniable Netoriety,— 
that, as is expreſſed in the Article, “none of them do 
« appear in making any ſuitable Confeſſion of their 


Bu former ſinful Conjuntion with the * pretended 
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Fe a nor in n ig up any ſuitable 3 a2 i. 
43 eie gainſt their ſinful Conſtitution and Proceedings in I e. 
general, or the ſaid pretended Act in particular.” by 
2F With reſpe& to the Charge on the ſaid pretended ' dit 
3 Act, viz, That it is © evidently of the ſame Import 
3 2 > and Tendency as above,” (viz. as the foreſaid 
2 Pamphlets), — * and groſsly defaming the rightly con- 
ſtitute Synod in their eſſaying to maintain the fore- 
aid Teſtimony, yea audaciouſly pretending to con- 
3 denn and annul their lawful Conſtitution and Pro- 
= ceedings:”—For Evidences hereof, ſeveral Paſſages 
of the ſaid pretended Act were condeſvended upon,— 
Ping in p. 6. 8. 10. 12. 15. 22. 33. & 34.—And theſe | 
Eovidences of the ſeventh Article, as to the foreſaid 
latter Part thereof, (which contains Matter of hei- 
nous Sin and Scandal, contrary to the Paſſages of the 
= holy Scripture, Confe ion and Catechiſm, quoted in 
relation thereto), were reaſoned upon, for Proof of 
tat Part of the Article, as complexly laid, againſt 
all the Miniſters libelled. 


* Fa, * 


MWbereupon the Queſtion was agreed to be put, Find 
= zhis Article, in the foreſaid latter Part thereof, pro- oy 
ven, or, Net? And being accordingly put, it carried 2 
nunanimouſly Find: Wherefore the Synod did and 4 


4 4 hereby do find the ſeventh Article of Libel, in the laz- | © 
ter Part thereof, concerning the pretended Act there-_ 


in mentioned, proven. 8 
And the Synod delayed farther Procedure, concern- oy 
1 ing the Miniſters libelled, till next Sederunt. nr 
$ In Mr. Cib's Houſe, eodem die, poſt meridiem. e 
Ihe Synod had laid before them, dy their Commit- _ 
tee for Overtures, an Overture concerning the Caſe * 
of the Min/ters libelled ; which having been ſeveral 4 
times read, deliberately conſidered and weighed, — a 
after prayer by a Brother for Light and Direction in | ** 
te Matter, the Queſtion was put, Approve of this O-. 
E e or, Net i 1 And it carried, nemine contradi- 05 
Y A | C ente 3 bo 
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tente, Approve : Wherefore the Synod did and r 
by do approve of the ſaid Overture, and reſolve accor 
dingly : The Tenor whereof follows, viz. 


faid HE Synod conſidering, that they have, in a Se- 
con- derunt on the 6th of this Month, found all the 
ore- || Articles of Libel againſt Meſſ. Ebenezer Erſkine and 
con- others, Miniſters, who have ſeparated from the Af. 
Pro- fociate Synod, relevant, if proven, to infer Cenſure z 
ages and that they have alſo, in ſeveral Sederunts ſince, 
1,— || found the ſaid Articles of Libel ſufficiently proven, 
heſe except as to Mr. M*Cara's being joint Framer and Pu- 
ſaid £ bliſher with Mr. Fi/her, of the Pamphlet, intitled, £4 * 
hei - | Review, &c. And having deliberately reaſoned upon, 
the | conſidered and weighed the Caſe of the ſaid Mini/ters, * 
| in as found guz/ty of the ſeveral Articles of heinous Sir 
Fof and Scandal charged againſt them in the faid Libel, 
inſt viz. Trar © Meſſ. Ebenezer Erſkine Miniſter at Stirn- 

ing, Ralph Erſkine Miniſter at Dunfermline, James * 
ind | © Fiſher Miniſter at Glaſgow, William Hutton Miniſter 
o- ff © at Stow, David Horn Miniſter at Cambuſnethen, i 
ied | © Henry Erſkine Miniſter at Falkirk, and ohn Meca. 
ind £ © ra Miniſter at Burntſhields, did reſpectively, at the 


6 


* 


* 


Meetings of the Afjociate Synod in April and Se- 

re-“ ptember 1746, proteſt againſt the Deciſion of the 
| © Aſſaciate Synod, on the zinth Day of that Month * 

rn- | © of April, concerning a religious Clauſe in ſome Bur- 
* geſs-Ooaths; though the ſaid Deciſion did plainly a- 

© mount to 1 neceſſury Stand for the Teſtimony al- 

& ready among their Hands, without any ſpecious 

ite * Appearance of Reaſon for the ſaid Proteſting, in a 
*© Conſiſtency with the Holding of that Teſtimony ; 
ral And afterwards, before the Meeting of Synod in 
— * April 1747, they did reſpeCtively give in their 
J faid Profe/ts, with pretended Reaſons thereof, ſub- 
O- | © ſcribed by them reſpectively, in a Style and Strain 
li- ͤmoſt indecent and wndutiful, and containing falſe 
Charges againſt the Synod in plain Matters of Fact 
2 3 | Fug 
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* opte 
3 © Tenet of mutual F, orbearance, directly authoriſing 


a2 Toleration of known and acknowledged Sin: And | 


FURTHER, the ſaid Meſl. Ebenezer Erſkine, Ralph 


1 7 Erſkine, James Fiſher, William Hutton, David Horn, 
44 Henry Erſkine, and John Mara, together with 
4 Meſſ. Andrew Black Miniſter at Cumbernauld, ohn 


1 e Smith Miniſter at Jedburgh, and David Telfer Mi- 


3 * 


. + 


- 
B 


* niſter at Montezth, did puſh for, or concur in and 
t carry on, a moſt diforderly Procedure in a Court of 
„ Cng1sT: Foraſmuchas, at the foreſaid Meeting of 


3 3 ; 2s „ Synod i in April 1747, they puſhed for, or concur- 


4 red in and pretended to carry a REsoLUuTIoN to 
proceed unto a Vote upon the following Queſtion, 
* viz. Whether the Deciſion anent the religious Clauſe 


3 * in ſome Burgeſs-oaths, paſſed by this Synod in A- 
5 4 Pril 1746, ſhall now or afterwards be made a Term 


& of Miniſterial and Chriſtian Communion, ay and 


© until the making of the ſame to be fo ſhall be refer- 
red by way of Overture unto Preſbyteries and Kirk- 
© ſeſſions, in order to their gi ing their Judgment 


ie thereanent ; that ſo there may in the mean time be 


3 1 2 friendly Dealing among the Members of this Synod 
3 * with one another, in a Way of Conference and Pray- 


er, in order to their coming, through the Lord's Pi- 


40 ty, to ſee Eye to Eye in the Matter of the ſaid reli- 


4 gious Clauſe ; or, Net? and to have this their Que- 


8 « ſtion voted, before proceeding to call for the Rea- 


e ſons of Proteſ# againſt the faid Deciſion, with the 
1. {xfvers thereunto, for having them read and con- 


* ſidered ; —though the reading and conſidering of 
= © theſe Reaſons and Anſwers was altogether and pe- 
F * , Culiarly neceſſary, for a Fair opening of the Cauſe; 


© which diſorderly Procedure was manifeſtly inju- 


AH : rious to the Truth aſſerted in the Deciſion firack 
bat Id their laid een, as bringing it on to be 


„condemned 
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: Pon r TH un, mT ſaid Miniſters, i in * ninth ; of their 1 
4 4 8 * faid retended Reaſons, which 1s ſubſcribed or ad- 
| I by them all, have vented and do maintain a 
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« ciſion ſtruck at by their ſaid Queſtion, to be Fairly 


te entered? in 122 Dork = - F i 9125 inflexd « of EY 2 
ee ing the Matter of Truth and Duty, às to the B 


&« the Field Wu In their ſaid Queſtion, did aim 4 
* and urge a ſecret and covert Thruſt at the ſame, 
« under a deceitful Colour of due Tenderneſs and 
«© Regard to Brethren; which diſorderly: Procedure Ml 
« was of a ſpecial Tendency to. impoſe on the Judg-® 
ce ment of Members in the Caſe ;—And likewiſe, they 
© the ſaid Meſſ. Ebenezer Erſkine, Ralph Erſkine, 
% james Fiſher, William Hutton, David Horn, Hen- 
* ry Erſkine, and John Me Cara, did violently ſuſtain 
«- themſelves Judges concerning their {aid Queſtion, 
though they were manifeſtly and immediately Par- . 
* ties in the Matter againſt the Synod, as being Pra. *% 
c teſters againſt their Deciſion, that was /truck at by 
« their ſaid Queſtion in their own favours ; which dil-\ 
&* orderly Procedure did ſtrike directly againſt : the 
« lawful Conſtitution of the Court: Sick LIk E, the 
% Miniſters laſt mentioned, together with the ſaid 
„ Meſſ. Andrew Black, John Smith, and . David Tel. 


* 


Lay 


fer, by their puſhin g for, or concurring in and 


« pretending to carry the RExSsoLUT TON for.a Vote 
* upon their ſaid Queſtion, did claim a pretended 
*& Power; and they the ſaid Meſſ. Ebenezer bn L 
«© Ralph Erſkine, James Fiſher, David Horn, Henry * 
* Erſkine, John M*Cara, Andrew Black, and David 
Telfer, by their puſhing for, or concurring in and 
pretending to carry the RESsoLUTION wpon then 
2; * ſaid Queſtion, did exerce the ſaid pretended Power, 
* of tolerating a known and acknowledged Sin, even 
© though peculiarly heinous; Inaſmuchas, by the” 4 
* ſaid Reſolution, they pretended to folerate a pres. 4 
% ſent Swearing among Seceders, of the 4 "YH 
* Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-oaths, — which had been 
« juſtly found, in the Deciſion of Synod about that 


A a 
A A 


4 Clause, ſtill profeſſedly by them left ſtanding, to be 


6 a Swearing in general Contradiction to the abe 4 
G ; 


f 


Fo -— | 4 ; F 
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4 * | eftalhy pros the ſaid hoſe 3 for Refor 
F<" mation as among the Hands of the Synod, —giving 
Allowance, at leaſt for a Time, for a material e- 
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4 © ſtituting with them into a pretended Synod as a- 
| «+ 4ii 9 An D, LASTLY, after giving in their fore- 


Keſolution, they brought a ſinful and dangerous In- 
novation into the Church of CHRIST; inaſmuchas 


cree of Synod, in a Controverſy of Faith and Caſe 


of Conſcience, to the Conſultation of inferior Judi. 
ICC: 


Johnſton Miniſter at Dundee, have conſtituted them- 
ſelves, particularly at Stirling, upon one or other 


in a Way of ſeparating from the rightly conſtitute 
*. Aſſeciate Synod to which they belonged, through 
turning aſide from the lawful Conſtitution thereof, 


by the ſaid Synod ; — thus engaging in a /e&hi/ma- 
= < tical Conſtitution for Support of their forefaid back- 
446 


«& neglected a ſuitable and ſeaſonable Teſtimony again 


nunciation thereof by Oath :—As alſo, by the ſaid 
they did thereby pretend to /abject the foreſaid De- 


catures, particularly Xirk-/efſions : AND $1CKLIKE, 
all the Miniſters above mentioned, - together with 
Meſſ. James Mair Miniſter at Litho, and James 


of the Days of Zune 1747, into a pretended Synod, 


and from the received Teſtimony ſtill maintained 


« ſliding Courſe : Mok E OVER, the ſaid Meſſi” James 
Mair, William Hutton, Andrew Black, Fames John- 
«ſton, Fohn Smith, and David Telfer, beſide the ſe- 
veral Articles charged againſt them as above, have 
© made themſelves, and AR E Art and Part in the 
Guilt of the whole other Articles charged as above 
againſt their Brethren foreſaid: Inaſmuchas they 


the open Offences of their Brethren» contained in 


| ** other Articles: And, on the contrary, = #. 
have /ehiſmatically embodied themſelves with theſe I] © ! 
their Brethren, in the Way of their continuing in || © * 

4 and carrying on theſe their Offences, by their con- X t 
"1 


66 faid 
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er before the foreſaid Meeting af Synod in April 1747 1 
the faid Mr. Ralph Erſkine hath framed and. pi 


roll Clauſe of fome Be aferted. Sc., 5 $ A 
and the ſaid Mr. Zames Fiſher hath framed and pus : J 7 
bliſhed a Pamphlet, intitled, 4 Review of a Pam. 
phlet, intitled, A ſerious Inquiry into the Burge" = 
oaths of E dinburgh, Perth, and Glaſgow, Gc. And 
the ſaid Mr. Ebenezer Erſkine hath, ſince the ſaid 
Meeting of Synod, framed and publiſhed a Pam 3 3 
phlet, intitled, The true State of the Queſtion up- 7 a | 
on which a Breach followed in the Aſſociate Synod, © 
at Edinburgh, Thurſday April 9. 1747; and the © 
faid Mr. Ralph Erſkine hath alſo, ſince that Time, 
' framed and publiſhed a Pamphlet, intitled, karg, 1 I 
no Faith; or, A ſeaſonable Admonition and Infor- 

mation to Seceders, againſt the ſinful Conſtitution of "i 
ſome Brethren into a pretended Juaicatory, &c. All, I 
which Pamphlets do evidently impugn and ſubvert © = 
the neceſſary Teſtimony for Reformation which 
themſelves have ſolemnly eſpouſed, and àre of an e- 
vident Tendency to break and ſeduce the Lok D's 
People: And likewiſe, the Miniſters all above men- 
tioned, at a Meeting in Stirling, in October 1747, 
in the pretended ſynodical Capacity into which 
they have ſeparated themſelves, have framed and 
publiſhed a pretended Act, evidently of the ſame 
Import and Tendency as above, and groſsly defa- 
ming the rightly conſtitute Synod in their eſſaying to 

y maintain the foreſaid Teſtimony,—yea audaciouſ- 
inſt © ly pretending to condemn and annul their lawful 
Conſtitution and Proceedings: And all of them i 
By „ are guilty in the Matter of the faid pretended Act, F 

«© notwithſtanding that ſome of them may have been 

in © abſent from the ſaid Meeting; —inaſmuchas nene of 
on- | © them do appear in making any ſuitable Confeſſion of I 
a-“ their former ſinful Conjunction with the, faid pre- 
re- G 2 \- 
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* ſliced . them; as alſo conſidering the additional 


* 


| 3 Month, for which the Synod have found him highly 
4 = cenſurable : And having conſidered the following Paſ. 


ages of Scripture, viz. Numb. xii. 14. Aud the Lord 


22 unto Moſes, If her Father had but ſpit in her Face, 
© ſhould ſhe not be aſhamed ſeven Days? let her be ſhut 
out from the Camp ſeven Days, and after that let her 
be received in again. Chap. xvi. 2. 3. 5. 35. And 
A E obey roſe up before Moſes, with certain of the Children 
„ FA fragt, two hundred and fifty Princes of the Aſſeme 
i bi, famous in the Congregation, Men of Renown : 
3 25 they gathered themſelves together againſt Moſes 
= and againſt Aaron, and ſaid unto them, Ye take too 
much upon you, ſeeing all the Congregation are holy e- 
very one of them, and the Lord is among them: Where« 


= ef the Lord? — And he [Moſes] fake unto Korah, and 
4 unto all his Company, ſaying, Even To-morrow the 
Tord will ſhew who are his, and wha is holy; and will 

3 4 - cauſe him to come near unto him; even him whom he 
* hath choſen, will he cauſe to come near unto him. 
And there came out a Fire from the Lord, and conſu- 
4 med the tus hundred and fifty Men that offered In- 
= cenſe. Exod. xxxii. 26. 29. Then ſtood Moſes in the 
Gate of the Camp, and ſaid, Who is on the Lord's Side? 
tet him come unto me: And all the Sons of Levi ga- 
thered themſelves together unto him :— For Moſes had 
Said, * yourſelves To-day to the Lord, even 
mm upon his Son, and upon his Brother, that 

he 


4 * R 
. 
k 38 S 


any abe 7% 
* mony againſt their ſinful Conſtitution and Proceed- 
= ings in general, or the faid pretended Act in -parths | 


And the Synod farther conſidering, that the ſaid 


1 5 Miniſters have been found guilty of Contumacy for 
Hot appearing to anſwer to the Articles of Libel exhi- 


Scandal whereof Mr, Hutton has been found 
4 4 e, when before the Synod on the 7th of this 


re then lift you up yourſelves above the Congregation 


acts Oe 
. 
5 RE A J 
P 22 6 
Cf 14 
3 
ceed- 
parti. 


aid 
y for 
2xhi-! 


onal 
2und 
this 


PL 22 beſtow upon you a 12 ng 1225 27 = 
red with Deut. xxxili. 9. Who ſaid unto his Father and 
10 his Mother, I have not ſeen him; neither did e 
acknow ledge his Brethren, nor knew his own Children 
For they have obſerved thy Word, and kept thy Cove= 
nant. Pſal. cxix. 60. 126. 1 made haſte, and delayed 
not to keep thy Commandments.— It is Time for thee, 
Lord, to work; for they have made void thy lau. 
Deut. xvii. 12. 13. And the Man that will do preſum- 
ptuouſly, and will not hearken unto the Prieſt,—or un- 
to the Fudge, even that Man ſhall die : And thou ſhalt 
put away the Evil from Iſrael : And all the People ſhall 
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hear, and fear, and do no more preſumptuoufly. Gal. 


ii. 5. 11. To whom we gave place by Subjection no not Y 


for an Hour ; that the Truth of the Goſpel might cone 


tinue with you, But when Peter was come to Anti- 
och, 1 withſtood him to the Face, becauſe he was to be | 


blamed. Rev. ii. 2. 20. { know thy Works, and thy 
Labour, and thy Patience, and how thou canſt 
bear them which are evil : And thou haſt tried them 
which ſay they are Apoſtles, and are not; and haſt 


found them liars, —- Notwithſtanding 1 have a few. 
. Things againſt thee, becauſe thou ſuffereſt that Woman. 

Jezabel, which calleth herſelf a Propheteſs, to teach 
and to ſeduce my Servants : As alſo Weſtminſter Con- 
fe 0 on of Faith, Chap. 30. Art. 2. To theſe Officers 


* the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven are èommit- 


«© ted; by virtue whereof they have Power reſpective. 
& ly, to retain and remit Sins; to ſhut that Kingdom 


* againſt the Impenitent, both by the Word and 
Cenſures; and to open it to penitent Sinners, by 
ce the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and by Abſolution 
6 from Cenſures, as Occaſion ſhall require,” Art. 3. 
* Church-cenſures are neceſſary for the reclaiming 


« and gaining of offending Brethren, for deterring a 
** of others from the like Offences, for purging out 


« of that Leaven which might infect they 
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a MT as e 
Fa Profeſſion 'of 22 Golf 25 n "for preventing 1 * 
Wrath of God:“ Which Paſſages of the Scripture | 7 
and Confef/ion hold forth the Duty and Neceſſity that | R 
zs incumbent upon eccleſiaſtical udicatures, to pro- "Al 
ceed without Delay, in the inflicting of Cenſures up- 1 
on Miniſters and others, who are found guilty of ſuch | v. 
=” heinous Sins and Scandals as the foreſaid Miniſters are a 


= 


juſtly found guilty of, ſtriking directly againſt the fc 
E zvhole Cauſe of Chriſt =. Teſtimony for Reformation | tt 


25 among the Hands of the Synod, and againſt the un 
. of our Lorxy' JEsus CHRIST, in whoſe in 
Name they are conſtjiute: THERETORE the Synod in 


did and hereby do agree and reſolve to proceed unto tl 
Ane againſt all the Miniſters forefaid, at this pre- M 


ent Meeting. » 
I The Synod delayed farther Procedure in this Af- 1 5 
fair till next Sederunt. fr 
j Av 


In the Church, April 14. 1748, ante meridiem. 


The whole Minutes with relation to the Steps al- rh 
ready taken in the Caſe of the Miniſters ſeparating — 
from this Synod, being read, the Synod entered up- di 


on proceeding according to the Overture agreed un- to 
to at laſt Sederunt. After deliberate Reaſoning upon th, 
© this Subject, it was moved, That, before farther Pro- ga 
& cedure, ſome Time ſhould be ſpent in Prayer, ſup- || C4 
plicating the Throne of Grace, for divine Counſel and I rat 
Direction in this weighty and important Affair; — aft 
and that, in Prayer, an Eſſay be made of confe ang an 
Sin in a Suitableneſs to the preſent Occaſion; as to ter 
our /inful Failings in judicative Managements, parti- M. 
E cularly with relation to the preſent Affair; and as to it e 
What ſinful Steps and Compliances any Brethren pre- — 
ſent were left unto, upon the Affair of the two ſinful W 
= Reſolutions in April laſt Year, This Motion having ter 
been unanimouſly agreed unto, and two Brethren ha- Me 


been employed, as the Mouth of the Ra 
whole, 1 Fi 


in the Minute of the laſt Sederunt upon this Affair, — 


ice of the holy Miniſtry in the Church of Chriſt; 


Land apply unto the Synod, againſt their next or. 3 


| [ Woe, | in 8 150 1 es 2. che nd refined 


*Reaſoning upon the Subject. After ſome conſider- 
able Time ſpent this Way, a Motion was made, 
That, in regard Mr. Hutton's Caſe is attended with ſe- 
veral very aggravating Circumſtances beſide that of 

any of theſe: other Brethren, the Synod may there- 
fore delay entering upon it till next Sederunt, and 1 
then conſider it ſingly: Which Motion was likewiſe 2 
unanimouſly agreed to. It was then moved, That, 
in reſpect of what has been found and conf, Aerea, as 


the Queſtion be now put, Szſpend all the other eleven 
Miniſters from the Exerciſe of the Office of the holy 
Miniſtry, prohibiting them, ſeverally and conjunCÞ:. 
, from all and any preſent Exerciſe of the ſaid OF 


with Certification, That if they ſhall not return un- 
to their Duty, acknowledging the Matters of heinous | 
Sin and Scandal found proven againſt them, with | 
their contumacious Behaviour, unto the Glory of G 


dinary Meeting, for giving Satisfaction with reſpect | 
to the whole of this their ſinful Courſe and Conduct 
that the Synod: will then confider upon proceeding a— 
gainſt them by ſome higher Cenſure, as they ſhall ſee 
Cauſe; or, Not ? Which Motion having been delibe- 
rately conſidered in Reaſoning, was agreed to: And, 
after Prayer by a Brother for the Lord's Direction, 
and countenancing his own Inſtitution in this Mat- 
ter, the Queſtion was put, agreeably to the above 
Motion, Sigſpend, with Certification, or, Not? And 
it carried unanimouſly, (excepting that one, viz. --— . 
„did not vote), Suſpend, with Certification + I 
Wizz: FORE the Syned conſidering the ſeveral Mat- 
ters of heinous Sin and Scandal found proven ene 

Meſſ. EBEN EZ ER ERSKINE Miniſter at Stirling, 
RALYHERSEKINE Miniſter at Dunfermline, JantS®Y F 


F ISHER Mppiſter at Glee, J AMES MA Tk Miniſter | 


4 rity of the LoR DI ESUSCEHRIS T, the only King and 
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et br, David Hor Miniſter at Lane © | 


HrNar ERxskIxE Miniſter at Falkirk, Jon x MC a- 


contumacious Behaviour; 


Paſſages 


and conſidering ſundry 


forefaid Minute of the, laſt Sederunt; — they therefore 
pip and hereby Do, in the Name and by the futho- 


Head of his Church, and according to the Powers 


| 3 - ommitted by nN to them as a Court conſtitute in |. 


bis Name, actually SUSPEND all the ſaid Mi- 
niſters from the Exerciſe of the Office of the holy Mi- 


| n try, PROHIBITING them, ſeverally and conjunct- 


I, from all and any preſent Exerciſe of the ſaid Of- 
2 of the holy Miniſiry in the Church of CHRIST; 
with CERTITICATIOx, That if they ſhall not return 
unto their Duty, acknowledging the Matters of hei- 
nous Sin and Scandal found proven againſt them, 
with their foreſaid contumacious Behaviour, unto the 
- Glory of God,—and apply unto the Synod, againſt 
their next ordinary Meeting, for giving Satisfaction 


with reſpect to the whole of this their ſinful Courſe 


Hay Conduct, that the Synod will then conſider up- 
on proceeding againſt them by fre poor YR 
a5 they hal ſee Caule. 


* 


Eodem loco & die, poſt meridiem. 
Aſter reading the Minutes of the Forenoon's Sede- 


4 . 


runt, the Brother who did not vote in the Queſtion 


= about ſuſpending the Miniſters therein mentioned, did 

ans chat though then he had not full Clearneſs 

to vote in that Quettion, yet now, after further think- 

+ ing ſcrioully.. pan it, he had all Freedom to 9 
0 1 | wit 
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n Miniſter at Burntſbields, AnDxEw BLack Mi- 
3 ber at Cumbernauld, James JoRNSTON Miniſter 
at Dundee, Joun SMITH Miniſter at eaburgb, and 

DAvIůD TELTIFEER Miniſter at Monteith, — with their 


4 of the holy Scripture and our Confeſſion of | 
E Faith ; —as all particularly condeſcended upon in the 


it c. 


| EN 


deri. 


1 with þ the rere in 115 Senne ape: 4 againſt the cid 
nene, and he further nen that no manner 1 
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The Ke hin eat the Caſe or Mr. Hut, 3 


as it was delayed at laſt Sederunt. After reading the : 4 


Minutes concerning him in i Reaſoning en- 
ſued upon the Affair: An 7 
ſpent this way, it was moved, That, in reſpect of _ 3 
what has been found and conſider ed, as in the Minute 
of Yeſternight on this Affair, —the Queſtion be now E 
put, Depoſe Mr. William Hutton, Miniſter at Stow, 
from the Office of the. holy Miniſtry, prohibiting bing 1 
from all and any Exerciſe, henceforth, of the ſaid Ofs 
fice of the holy Miniſtry i in the Church of Chriſt; as 
alſo, excommunicate the ſaid Mr, Hutton from all 
Communion with the Church of Chriſt in her ſealing 
Ordinances ; —with Certification, That if he ſhall not 
return unto his Duty, —acknowledging, unto the Glo- 

ry of God, the Matters of heinous Sin and Scandal 


Hand proven againſt him, as alſo his Contumacy, with 


his ſinful and ſcandalous Behaviour when. he appeared 
before the Synod on the 7th of this Month, —and time= * 
ouſly apply unto this Synod, for giving Satisfadtion 
with reſpect to the whole of his ſaid ſinful Courſe and 
conduct, that the Synod will conſider upon proceeding 
againſt him by the higheſ# Cenſure of the Church, or, 
Not? Which Motion having been deliberately conſi- 
dered in Reaſoning, was agreed to: And after Prayer 
by a Brother, for the Lord's Direction, and counte- 
nancing his own Inſtitution in this Matter, — the Que- 
ſtion was put, agreeably to the above Motion, Depoſe 
and excommunicate, with Certification, or, Not? And 
it carried unanimouſly, Depsoſe and excommunicate, 


vit h Certification, W HEREFORE the Synod conſi- 


dering the Matters of heinous Sin and Scandal found 
J proven 2 
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after conſiderable Time 
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on; yet ſtill he made ſuch a Thru/? at the _ and 
is im- 


-. ptures and our Confeſſion of Faith, as particularly con- 


They therefore p1D, and hereby po, in the en 
"30 ef an 


OSS AE £m. . „„ * 6 F 9 
7 a 6 * Fer I Eras TEES. IE r * Be" TRY POTEN EL r — 
N * 8 5 x IV Fg 46% * 9 * * e of a * me N . 9 TI; POO © 2-H * 1 2 . 
< : # OPENS 8 WE (P78 $1 y yo S * : 
* — db Th 5 * Ne 9 7 . 
* n ern * oF 3 +> 
1 7 8 4 : 


0 . Mr. W 4 1 $ 2 3 DFT AL 7 Mir „ I y 
againſt - r. WILLIAM HurTrox iniſter at 


Z And (conſidering ſundry Paſſages of the holy Scri- j 
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bes * 


the only King and Head of his Church, and cording 
to the Powers committed by HIM to them as a Court 
conſtitute in his Name, actually DEPOSE the faid 


Mr. William Hutton from the 0 ice of the holy Mini- J 


ſtry, prohibiting. him from all and any Exerciſe, © 
LE of the ſaid Office of the holy Miniſtry in 


the Church of CHRIST; as ALso they DID and bes, I 


by Do, in the ſame great Name and Authority, EN 


* COMMUNICATE the ſaid Mr. Hutton from all A 


Communion with the Church of Chri/ in her e 
Ordinances ; with CERTIFICATION, That if he ſhall 
not return unto his Duty, —acknowledging, unto the 


Glory of God, the Matters of heinous Sin and Scan- 


dal found proven againſt him, as alſo his foreſaid 


Contumacy, with his ſinful and ſcandalous Behavi- [ 


our when he appeared before the Synod on the 7th 3 
of this Month, — and timeouſly apply unto this Sy- "3 
nod, for giving Satisfaction with reſpect to the whole 
of his ſaid ſinful Courſe and Conduct, — that the * 
nod will conſider upon proceeding againſt him by the 
higheſt Cenſure of che Church. 


The Synod conſidering the many loud oh 7 1 


cial Calls to the Exerciſe of Faſting and Humiliation 
at this Juncture, do therefore appoint- -, to meet 


To- morrow at Nine o' Clock in the Morning, as a 4 f 


Committee, for preparing the Draught of an Act for 


a public Faſt, and to have the fame in readineſs a- ; 
gainſt the Sederunt | in the Forenoon. 3 


Eodem loco, April 15. 1748. 
The Commilitee appointed to prepare the Draughe þ 


of an Ad for a publick Faſt, brought in the ſame; 


which being ſeveral times read over in Synod, with 
Amendments, was unanimouſly approven of, and 


they enact accordingly; dig Tenor whereof follows, 
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In E NR Wang into 1 Conſideration, 


neration in theſe Lands, through the abounding Sins 
and Provocations of all Ranks; as alſo the many 


thereof; 
of Faſting and deep Humiliation before him : And 
Particularly, conſidering the grievous abounding of 
Ignorance, Atheiſm, Profanity, and Immorality ; to- 
© gether with Unbelief, in Contempt of and Diſregard 
© unto the glorious Golpel of Chriſt; as alſo great For- 
| 4 | mality and Lukewarmneſs about his Cauſe, — in the 
loſing Sight of, Appetite for and Affection unto his 
© Ordinances, — together with miſconſtructing and be- 
E ing unſuitably exerciſed under the Lord's providen- 
tial Diſpenſations of Mercy and Judgment; as theſe 
Evils are ſenſibly and ſadly on the growing Hand: 

And further, conſidering the Flood of manifold ſpi- 
= Tzitual Judgments which is overflowing the N 
on, and which may prove a ſad Forerunner of awful 
deſolating Strokes: And more particularly, conſider- 
ing the late awful Piſpenſations of Providence among 
a witneſſing Body in theſe Lands; that the Lord hath 
divided them in his Anger, leaving many to a Courſe 


Who were once appearing for his Cauſe, have been 
ſadly left to fall back therefrom, refufi ing to be re- 
claimed, — ſo that, in contradiction to various Means 
of the Lord's Appointment for reclaiming them, 
they are evidently proceeding from one Degree to 
another, of fad Oppoſition to the T eſtimony of Je- 
ius, and the Word of his Patience, as the ſame was 
once ſolemnly eſpouſed by them: And further, con- 
fdering the great Guiltineſs of us all, Miniſters and 
i r before the Lord, becauſe of our deep Hand 
in the Provocation, through our manifold Sins and 
1 Shortcomings z 
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3 the many obvious Cauſes of the Lord's Wrath | 
F and Grounds of his Controverſy with the preſent Ge- 


© threatening Tokens of the Lord's Anger, on account 
all which have a loud Call to the Exerciſe | 


of backſliding from the Teſtimony which they had e- 
” ſpouſed ; and that, eſpecially, a Number of Miniſters 
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Shortcomin os; 3 Aareal in that we have not been 1 
duly affected with and humbled under theſe awful 
Diſpenſations,—nor been exerciſed as we ought in 


the Uſe of Means, eſpecially as to wreſtling with the 
Lord, for having this Courſe of Backſliding prevent- 
ed or healed, and his Anger turned away : 

Therefore, and for many other obvious Reaſons, 
particularly as enumerated in the judicial Act and Te- 


ſtimony, and in the Acknowledgment of Sins prefixed 


to the Bond for renewing our Covenants, —the Sy- 
nod do hereby call, obteſt and beſeech all under their 
Inſpection, to be exerciſed in Faſting and deep Humi- 
liation before the Lord; and, in a Way of Depend- 
ence upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as the great Propi- 


tiation for Sin, through Faith in his Blood, to con- 


feſs and mourn over their own particular Iniquities, 
as alſo the Iniquities of the preſent and former Ge- 
neration, the many Grounds of the Lord's Contro- 
verſy againſt theſe Lands in general, and a witneſ- 
ſing Body in particular, with their own deep Hand 


in all this Provocation ; —and to fupplicate a Throne 
of Grace, that the Lord would again return to theſe. 


Lands,—that he would have Compaſſion upon us, ſub- 
due our Iniquities, and caſt all our Sins into the Depths 
of the Sea, —that he would purge his Houſe, reform 
all Ranks, and revive his own Work; that he would 
graciouſly open the Eyes of ſuch as have lately turn- 


Jed aſide from his Cauſe and Teſtimony, reclaiming 


them from their continued Oppoſition thereunto 
that he would graciouſly direct and lead, as to uſing 
the Diſcipline and Cenſures of his own "Houle, and 


condeſcend to bleſs the ſame, for this End; that he 


would accordingly bleſs the Cenſures already inflict- 
ed upon ſome Miniſters engaged in that backſliding 
Courſe, —and would thus graciouſly prevent any Ne- 
ceſſity of proceeding with higher Cenſures againſt | 


Ithem, by mercifully interpsſing and reclaiming them, 


unto. the Glory of his great Name; and that thoſe 
Cenſures 
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= Cenſures already infſicted may be alſo bleſſed unto o- 
ftthers who are concurring in the ſaid Defection, and - 
thus expoſing themſelves likewiſe to the Diſcipline of 4 
the Lord's Houſe, — fo. as they may hear, and fear, We 
EF and do no more prefumptuouſly ; that the Lord would hi 
E be gracious unto this Synod, particularly in their en-] 
* ſuing Meeting, —and unto inferior Judicatures, —gui- 
ding them with his Eye ſet upon them, ſuitably to the 
Difficulties' and Diſcouragements in their Way ; that 
he would uphold and lead his People, amidſt the Dan- 
gers and Diſtractions of the Time; that he would ſend 
a plenteous Rain, whereby he may refreſh his Heri. 
tage when it is weary ; that he may countenance the 
Diſpenſation of ſolemn Ordinances, and carry on in 
the Work of ſolemn Covenanting ; that he may pour 
out his Spirit upon our Sovereign King GEORGE, 
with inferior Rulers and great ones, as a Spirit of 
' Repentance and Reformation; that he would hum- 
ble us under his mighty Hand, and prepare us for 
What he may be about to do with the Generation, 
teaching us to wait for him in the Way of his Judg- 
ments, and to wreſtle for his Return in a Way of 
Mercy; that he would bleſs the riſing Generation, 
as a Token for Good, —making his Name to be re- 
membered in theſe Lands from Generation to Ge- 
neration; that he would continue his Goodneſs as to 
the Seaſon of the Year, —enabling to due Thank: 
fulneſs for Mercies, both ſpiritual and temporal, which 
be is yet privileging us with: That the Lord may re- 
vive his Work in the Churches abroad, — deſtroying 
the Man of Sin, the Kingdom of Antichriſt ; and 
that he may haſten the more glorious Coming of his 
own Kingdom among Jews and Gentiles. | 
And the Synod appoint, that Vedneſday, the twen 
ty ſeventh Day of July next, be accordingly obſer- 
ved, as a Day of folemn Faſting, Humiliation and 
Prayer, in their ſeveral Congregations, and in vacant 


Communities and Societies under their Inſpection. 
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on the Lord's Day immediately preceeding the ſaid 
Pay of Faſting and Humiliatien, after publiek Wor- 
ſhip in the 6 with nd Exhortations, bu 


HE Synod 88 that they have now wr finiſh- 
ed the Proceſs againſt the Mini/ters ſeparating 


er Cenſure upon them, unto farther Conlideration, as 
they ſhall ſee Cauſe; they appoint, that their whole Pro- 
ceedings in this Affair be publiſhed,” with all con-. 


771 Multiplicity of other Buſinefs upon their Hands, they 

it off bad not Time, in preſentia, to extend and ſuffici- 

hum.] ently illuſtrate, in their Minutes, the Evidences in re- 

1s for ſpect of which they have found the ſeveral Articles 

tion | of the Libel proven; they therefore appoint . : 

rud ' to meet guamprimum, as a Committee, for makin g 

a out a proper Draught of theſe Evidences, and to faub- 

5 Wh join their ſaid Draught as an Appendix unto 1981 fore · 

> re. faid e of the N in this Affair. e en 

Ge- e 
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And they — 9 — © of this their act be b 0 
by all the Miniſters of the Synpd, from their Pulpits, 


from this Synod, leaving the Affair of inflicting high- 1 
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nient Expedition: And conſidering that, through the 


0M 


= 


\ 


i 


2 1 rot W. u x R E. 1 N 


The Evipenca ES: upon which the ſeveral ai 
cles of the Libel have been found proven, as 
in the above Proceedings, are EXTENDED and 
ILLUSTRATED: 2 10% 
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EE cou TEE of the Asscrarr SYNOD, ap- 
pointed by them for this Purpoſe, having travelled, 
at two ſeveral Meetings, in a Draught of extending 
and illuſtrating the EviDENCES upon which the Aſſociate 
Synod:have found proven---the ſeveral Articles of Libel a- 
gainſt ſome Miniſters ſeparating from them, as in their Pro- 
ceedings on that Affair; the ſaid Draught was accordingly fi- 
niſhed and paſſed, for being ſubj ined as an Appendix to the 
faid Proceedings of the Aſſociate Hd, The Tenor of which 
Draught follows, —under the ſeveral Articles of the Libel.— 
upon the ſeveral Parts, Branches and Particulars of each Ar- 
ticle, —reſpedtively. - 


. * 


ret I. Branch 1. 


HAT“! Meſſ. EBENEZER ERSKINE Miniſter at Srir- 

& ling, RALPH ERSKINE Miniſter at Dunfermline, 

«© James FisHER Miniſter at Glaſgow, WILL1aM HuT- 

© TON Miniſter at Sz9w, David HorN Miniſter at Cam- 

95 % buſnethen, HENRY ERSK INE Miniſter at Falkirk, and 

& oN MCA RA Miniſter at Burnthields, did reſpectively, 

= © at the Meetings of the A//ociate Synod in April and Septem- 

er 746 protef! againſt the Deci/ion of the . 2 
* n 
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ſpection might not further, by Miſtake through Inadvertency, 
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£ nod on the ani Day of that Month of April, eoncern? 
“ ing a religious Clauſe in fome Burgeſs-oaths ; though the 1 
« {aid Decifion did plainly amount to a neceſſary Stand for te 
% Teſtimony already among their Hands, without any fþe- 
& cious Appearance of Reaſon for the ſaid Proteſting, in a 
* Conſiſtency with the Holding of that Teſtimony.” 1 


Theſe Miniſters having reſpectively, at the Meetings fore- 
ſaid, proteſted againſt the Deciſion of the Aſſociate Synod on 
the ninth Day of that Month of April, concerning a religi- 
ous Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs-oaths : Which is a Fact of com- 
mon Netoriety; and appears from the Minutes of Synod at 
their Meetings foreſaid ; and is evident from two ſubſcribed 
Papers extant, viz. a Paper ſubſcribed by Meſſ. Ra/ph Er- 
ine, Fames Fiſher, William Hutton, Henry Erſkine, and obs 
M Cara, bearing their Protef with their Reaſons for Pro- 
telling as above, at the Meeting of Synod in April foreſaid; 
as alſo, a Paper ſubſcribed by Meſſ. Ebenezer Erfeine and Da- 
vid Horn, bearing their Eroteſt with their Reaſons for Proteſ- 
ing as above, at the Meeting of Synod in September foreſaid x ©* 
It is hereupon to be conſidered, that, * 8 95 

Tf}, The Deciſſon thus proteſted againſt, did amount to a 
Stand for the Teſtimony already among the Hands of the Sy- 
nod; ſo that it even bore no Appearance of introducing any 
new Point of Teſtimony, diſtin& from a Maintenance of the 
Teſtimony already received. For the ſaid Deciſion, againſt a 
preſent Swearing of the religious Clauſe in ſome * 
by thoſe of the Seceſſion, doth proceed expre/sly and wwholly 
upon this true Conſideration, that the ſaid preſent Swearing 
& does not agree unto the preſent State and Circumſtances of 
the Teſtimony for Religion and Reformation which this Sy- 
* nod, with thoſe under their Inſpection, are maintaining 3 
particularly, that it does not agree unto, nor conſſſi with, an 
entering into the Bond for renewing our ſolemn Covenants.”? 

2dly, This Stand for the Feſtimony already received, which 
the Deciſion did thus amount to, was nectſſary. For as it 
was, in the Nature of the Thing, very 2/entzal unto the due 
Maintenance of the ſaid Teſtimony, for the Synod (upon 
conſidering the Matter) to provide, that thoſe under their In- 


at 


continue or become thus involved in an Oath, di/agreeableto 
that Teſtimony, and incorfifent with the Oath of the Bond 
for renewing our Covenants ; ſo the Synod were then ut. 
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men,, which are witneſſed againſt in the judicial Teflimony, — 
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to be adverted unto ; and ſeeing Matters in the Seceſſion were 
zhen come the Length of /olemn Covenanting, or the Admini- 


ſtration of a /s/emn Oath in renewing our Covenants, — | 
Wich did evidently lay all the Miniſters, eſpecially in their 
]judicative Capacity, under a new, and zarrower Neceſſity than 


ever before, of examining what Oaths about Religion any of 
their People were otheraviſe concerned with. 
- 3d, The ſaid Deciſion did plainly amount to this neceſſary 


Stard for the Teſtimony already received, —without any pe- 
rcious Appearance of Reaſon for the Protefling againſt it, in a 
= Conſiſtency with the Holding of that Teſtimony : Seeing, 


1. On the one hand, according to the expreſs Tenor of 


the religious Clauſe in ſome Burgels-oaths, when the Swearer 


aſſerts and promiſes, I profeſs, and allow with my Heart, the 
true Religion; — 1 ſhall abide thereat, and defend the ſame, to 
my Life's End; he is then making this Aſſertion and Promiſe, 
about the true Religion preſently profeſſed in this Realm, and au- 
#horiſed by the Laws thereof : that is, in making the ſaid A 


= /ertion and Promiſe about the true Religion, he doth expre/s/y 
conſider it under that Profeſjing and Authorifing thereof which 


preſently prevail in this Realm, and no otherwiſe ; ſo that he 


\expreſely acknowledgeth and acquieſceth in the ſaid Profeſſing and 


Authorifing, as what contain a ſatisfying Account and Mainte- 


nmance of the true Religion ;—and thus he plainh declares his 


general Approbation of and Satisfaction with the ſaid Profe ſſing 
and Autboriſing, or what national Profeſſion and Eflabliſoment 
of the true Religion---are preſently taking place. But, 

2. On the other hand, according to any plain and common 
Senſe. of the Words, the Profe//ing and Authorifing, or the 


- Profeſſion and Effabliſbment of the true Religion, as they pre- 
fently prevail in this Realm, muſt comprehend the whole ge- 
neral State of Religion at this Day---among the Hands of the 
= preſent national Church and civil Government: But the ge- 
neral State of Religion among their Hands at this Day, is in 


a Courſe of publick Defecions and Corruptions : So that the 
faid Prefeſſing and Authorifing, or what national Profeſſion and 
Eſabliſment of the true Religion--are pre/ently taking place, 


are plainly chargeable with a Courſe of publick Defe#ions and 


Corruptions; namely, of alli thoſe publick Defections and Cor- 
ruptions, as to the preſent national Church and civil Govern- 


and 


- 


g to a Conſideration of this Affair, as they never wwe be- ar 
=” fore; ſeeing it was then providentially brought in their Way, 


3. By a preſent Swearing of the religious Clauſe in ſome” 
Burgeſs-oaths, the Swearer plainly declares his general April. 
bation of and Satisfaction with what Profe//ing and Authoring 
of the true Religion do pre/ently prevail in this Realm, or that. 


national Profeſſion and Eflabliſhment thereof which are pre/ent= 
ly taking erg they are ander the ſaid Courſe of pu- 


blick Defections and Corruptions; fo that the Swearer doth 


plainly homologate and acquieſce in that Courſe of publick De- 


fections and Corruptions, witneſſed againſt in the judicial Te- I 


flimony, —and in the Bond for renewing our Covenants > 


Wherefore the preſent Swearing of that Clauſe is molt plainly *- I 


diſagreeable to the preſent State and Circumſtances of the Te- 


ſtimony for Religion and Reformation, among thoſe of the 
Sece//ion, —and moſt plainly inconfi/tent with the Oath of th 
Bond for renewing our Covenants ; or, it is moſt plainly a 
to the ſaid Tefiimony and i 


Swearing in general Contradict ion 
Oath of the Bond. 


Thus the Decifion of Synod, againſt a preſent Swearing of 4 ; 
that Clauſe by thoſe of the Seceſſion, did plainly amount to a 
neceſſary Stand for the Teſtimony already among their Hands, 


—without any ſpecious Appearance of Reaſon for the Proteſt- 
ing againſt it, in a Conſiſtency with the Holding of that Te- 
ſtimony : And therefore the ſaid Proteſting is a Caſe of hei- 
nous Sin and Scandal, as contrary to the Word of God, par- 
ticularly Heb, iv. 14.—Let us hold faſt our Profeſſion. Chap. 
x. 23. Let us hold faft the Profeſſion of our Faith without Na- 
wering, Rev. iii. 11. Hold faſt that which thou haſt, that na 
Man take thy Crown: As alſo to our Weſiminſter Confeſſion of 
Faith, Chap. 31. Art. 3. Which Deerees and Determina- 
< tions, if conſonant to the Word of God, are to be recei- 


© ved with Reverence and Submiſſion ; not only for their 


* Agreement with the Word, but alſo for the Power where- 


<< by they are made, as being an Ordinance of God appoint= 1 


© ed thereunto in his Word:” And to our Larger Cate 
chiſn, Anſavers to Queſtion 108. The Duties required in 


the ſecond Commandment are, the—keeping pure and en-„— 


tire all ſuch religious Worſhip and Ordinances as God 
5 hath inſtituted in his Word; particularly, —Swearing by 
„ the Name of God.” Que. 109. The Sins forbidden 
„ in the ſecond Commandment are, all—hindering and op- 
poſing the Worſhip and Ordinances which God hath ap- 
& pointed,” 2. 113. The Sins forbidden in the third 
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and in the Bond for renewing our Covenants. And thus, 
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eommandment are, any ways oppoling of God's Truth 
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r with pretended Reaſons thereof, ſubſcribed by them reſpe- 
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1747, they did reſpectively give in their ſaid Proteſti, 


„ Aively, in a Style and Strain moſt Indecent and wndutiful.” 
did reſpectively, before the Meeting of Synod in April 1747, 
give in Papers ſubſcribed by them, containing their Proteſts 
with pretended Reaſons thereof; which Papers were alſo pro- 

ductd in the Proceſs, and continue in retentis; namely, one 


= Paper ſubſcribed by Meſſ. Ra(ph Erftine, Nantes Fiſber, Will 


liam Hutton, Henry Erfeine, and Fohn M*Cara, with an ad- 
ditional Reg/infabſcribed by Mr. Ralph Erſcine, —as alſo, an- 
other Paper ſubſcribed by Meſſ. Ebenezer Erfeine and David 
Horn : That theſe Papers, containing their ſaid Prozefts with 
pretended Rza/ons thereof, are in a Style and Strain moſt in- 
decent and utdutiful, appears from many Paſſages thereof, to 
be found printed along with the Acts and Proceedings of the 
Ajoctate'Synod at Edinburgh in April 1747. Particularly, 

I,, As to the Body of the 77% Paper, that it is in a Szy/e 


and Strain moſt indecent and undutiful, will appear, by con- 


{dering that therein, 

1. Inſtead of laying their Charge againſt the Deciſion--with 
any Deferetice and Subniffion, it is loaded, in very ab/olute 
and dopmarical Terms, with the Charge of Sinfulneſs, p. 96.5; 


and af being contrary to the Mord of God, our Staudards of 


Truth, —our Covenants, national an folemn League, —and car 
late Bond 'rentujiny the ſame, p. 27. & 28. : Though yet, all 
along, there is not eyen any Colour of Reaſon produced for 
fapporting fuch heavy Charges; ſeeing, in all their pretended 
Reaſons, there is not even any Pretence of Neaſoning againſt 
the true and plain State of the Deciſion, as it is preciſely a- 
bout a Swearing of the religious Clauſe - by Seceders, — accor- 
ding to what is neceſſarily the Uſe and Application thereof in 


. 


i Period, But, | 
21. Inſtead of treating the Deciſion with any Meelneſi and 
=  Soberneſs, according to the true and plain State thereof, — it 
is openly miſrapreſentet and odiouſly wwrefled. And, | 

1.) It is openly miſrepreſented: As if therein the fff 
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ND afterwards, before the Meeting of Synod in pril 


It being notor ions beyond all Queſtion, that theſe Miniſters | 
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pr on” * 3 . "4 
Che 5 45 re (abſtractly, NY 2040 conan | 
by the & nods p. 58. ; yea, an abſolute Condemnation of the Oath 
—carritd, p. 27. ;—ſo that the Synod is traduced, as if they 
did thus declare eee evidently ſet up by our Raa as 
pril 2 Fence again Popery, to be now ſinful, p. 58.; and as if 7 
2, they did thus fix perjury upon ſuch Burgeſſes as did ſwear ibis 3 
Py religious Clauſe—in covenanting Times, p. 68. :— Though yet 
2% || the "laid Deciſion has even 20 Appearance of meddling with the 
f religious Clauſe of {ome Burgeſs-oaths, any farther than as Y 4 
ters to the Swearing thereof by Seceders, as it comes neceſſarily to 
475 be uſed and applied in 2his Period; ſo that (according to what 
teſts is obſerved in the An/wers to the Reaſons of Proteſt, p. 48. 
pro- | 49- 61. & 62.) the ſpecial Thing condemned by the Synod 
one in that Deciſion, is a Thing which doth not even appear to 
Vits have had either any Being or Parallel{—in the former covenant» 
ad- ing Times. 9 
an- 2. It is odiouſly avreſted; as if it were a Deciſion moſt ab- 
vid  ſurdly favouring and /awouring of Popery : While there is af 
with firmed, that the Synod do thereby find, that the renouncing of the 
in- Roman Religion called Papiſiry, does not agree unto the prefent | 
, to State and Circumſtances of the Teflimony, —and—dves not con» 
the fl with entering into the Bond for renewing our ſolemn Cove. 
8 rants, p. 87.:— Though yet the ſaid Deciſion has even 2 
9 | Appearance of finding any ſuch Thing about a renouncing of +» 
on» | Papen, abſtractly; but only about ſuch a (defective and cot- 4 
rupt) renouncing of it, as in a preſent Swearing of the religh - 
vith | ous Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs-oaths. _ 
flute 3. The loading of that Decifion with moſt beavy Changeni 
6.3 in a very abſolute and dogmatical Way, without any Colour 
of Reaſon; as allo, the openly miſrepreſenting and odiouſly 
car | wreſting thereof: All this! is carried on with moſt | groundleſs 
all | railing Accuſations againſt the Synod, as to their paſſing of the i 
for | daid Deciſion, —and as to the Method, Springs and Moves -Y 
ded of e Procedure thereunto. And, 1 


mw It is carried on with ſuch — Accuſations * the I 
a- Syno as to their pa//ing of the ſaid Deciſion. For this their 
or- | Decd is inveighed againſt, as if the ſame were but a Bone = 33 Z 
fin | Contention, p. 97.; nothing but a fiery Squib of the Enemy of" * 
| Chrift and his Church, p.95.; very arbitrary and dogmaticah, 
and ibid.; a brding it over the Conſciences of God's Heritage, p. 
it 28.; a mee Impaſition upon the Conſciences of the Lord's 
People, p. 83.; a manifeſi reflexion upon the Difpenfation of 
that wiſe Lord, and a larding it over their Brethren; and an 4 
| atem Y 
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| Y attempting to force their own Lig bi upon the Conſciences of - 
ber, as the Rule that ſhould determine them, p. 93.: - Though ; 


yet the Deed ſo inveighed againſt— doth ſo very plainly a- 
mount unto a neceſſary Stand for the Teſtimony already re- 


ceived among thoſe of the Seceſſian, in oppoſition to a general 
Renunciation thereof, as makes it ſhameful for any of that 
Character —to have ever contended againſt or complained of 


ſuch a Deciſion. | : 
Moreover, without even any Appearance of a Handle for 
it, there is an inveighing, as if the Synod in their Sentence did 


plainly contradict themſelves; and as if, according to the Synod © 
(in that Sentence), the Oath of the Covenant—muſ! be a finful 


= - Oath, p. 81. ; and as if it did row enter into their Mind, that 
the Toleration, Patronages, and {ome thing elſe inconſiſtent with 


the Word of Gad, is ſome Part of the true Religion, contained 


; F in the Standards of this Church, p. 68.;—yea, as if they were 
= ft to fall into this Inconſiſtency, (viz. a Deciſion molt abſurd- 


3 2 ly favouring and favouring of Popery), when an Attempt was 
= mace ts introduce Popery and arbitrary Power among ſ us, p. 87. 
ed for 

comparing the Synod's Deciſion with the Courſe of ſome Ma- 


And in p. 69. a, Citation from Mr. Crofton is plainly 


- lignants of old, as theſe became Students unto Perjury—in at- 
tempting to make void the Oath of the ſolemn League. 


(2.) It is carried on with ſuch railing Accuſations againſt 


the Synod, as to the Method of their Procedure unto the ſaid 
Deciſion. For they are charged, as to this Matter, with 
Rafoneſs and Precipitancy, p. 87. and with puſhing —unto---a 
* #yrannical Decifion, p. 28. : Though yet they proceeded with 


ſuch grave Deliberation, that before the Deciſion was made, 
there was much Rea/oning about it, at four different Meetings 


of Synod, (three of which continued tvs Weeks each), in 
thirteen Sederunts moltly very long; and thrice were the Sy- 
nod employed in public Faſting and Prayer with reſpect unto 


it, thrice in private Diets for Prayer, and ſeven Times were 


- Brethren employed that way in the Courſe of Reafoning. 
Moreover, the Synod is charged with paſſing the Deciſion, 
in the Way of fealing a March of their Brethren, in à thin 
Meeting at Edinburgh, p. 96.: — Though yet, (as is explain- 


= ed in the An/wers to the Reaſons of Proteſt, p. 35. 38. 39. 40. 
41.) from the firſt Entrance on that Affair, the ſeveral De- 
las were made with a profeſſed View of coming to ſome De- 


= c:/on at every next Meeting: And as that Meeting in which 
= the Deciſion paſſed, was, on the 7%, Week thereof, no - 
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full of Miniſters, and more full of Elders—than any former 
Meeting on this Affair; ſo there was then a ſpecial Agree- 
ment for proceeding to ſome Deciſion on the ſecond Week, 
and none had any Ground given to conclude, that the Mat- 
ter might be delayed farther, or that ſuch a Deciſion might "i 
not fall out as actually came to paſs: And even on that e 
cond Week, as theſe Brethren did not begin to inſiſt for any 
Delay to next ordinary Meeting, till the Matter was juſt co- * 
ming to a Vote; ſo they did not begin any Objection about a 


Thinneſ; of the Meeting, till next Day after the Deciſion was 


made. | | 
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(3.) It is carried on with ſuch railing Accuſations againſt 


unto the ſaid Deciſion. For this their Procedure is traduced, 


as what it is feared brings them under that awful Charge of, 


the Synod, as to the Springs and Metives of their Procedure 


after Vows making Inquiry, p. 94. & 95. ; and as having 1 f 


been, inflead of lowing one another, and ſir engtbening one ano= 


ther's Hands, the laying a Foundation—for biting and devouring, 
and fo for deſtroying one another, p. 94.—and contrary to the 


| Law of Lowe, and ſolemn Covenant-engagements, p. 96.: And 
thus, as the Deciſion is charged with what it could no way 


be a Foundation of, nor further than an abuſed Occafion of; 


ſo the Synod is here inveighed againſt, as if their Procedure 1 


unto that Deciſion had been from Wani of Love to their Bre- 
thren, and from D:i/regard of ſolemn Covenant-engagements, 
to love them, and ſtrengthen their Hands: — Though yet the 


proper Evidence of Love to them, and. the proper Method of 4 


{trengthening their Hands, on this Occaſion, was, by proceed- 
ing unto that Deciſion, to give a proper Check unto their dan- 
gerous Courſe of Oppoſition to the making of ſuch a p/ain and 
neceſſary Stand for the received Teſtimony. _ 


Moreover, the Synod is moſt unreaſonably and ſhamefully 4 1 


accuſed, as if an Opinion anent the Allegiance to our preſent So- 
wereign, contrary to the Teſtimony and Principles which aue pro- 


fels to hold, — had given Rije to and influenced the Sentence of _ i 
Synod, p. 88.: And ſo little Regard is had to common De- 


cency or Duty, that the Synod is loaded with an Inſinuati- 
on, as if the Honour of ſome Brother or Brethren, —had been 


leſs or more at the Bottom of introducing and deciding this Mats 


ter, p. 86. Again, | „„ 

2dly, As to the additional Reaſon ſubjoined to the h Pa- 
per, it evidently concurs in the ſame moſt indecent and undu- 
7iful Style and Strain. For the moſt Part of that Reaſon is 
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vida 
unte a ban arguing about an Allggiance to the Civil Magi- 
Fate; wherein alſo the Synod's Quarrel with the general Oath 
= of Allegiance—is moſt injuriouſly wrefed, as if they were for 


Bre/gious Qualifications. - _ . 
Moreover, the Synod is again groſsly traduced, as having 
poſbed on a rab. a finful Decifien : And, without any Shadow of 
= Ground, they are inveighed againſt with reſpect to what they 
2 had already alerted, as if they did now ert the contrary, yea, 
and make it ſinful to ſay what they then ſaid; and as if thus 
they bad, by their Deciſion, only condemned themſilues, p. 101. 


if & 102. But, r 
3a, As to the ſecond Paper, it is in a Style and Strain moſt 


13 
25 - 


> 
__ 
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full Agreement with and Adherence unto the Paper, as if 
4 ” ghere repeated. And further, LES | 
(..) The Deciſion is here odiouſly mi/-epre/ented and auręf- 
= ed: While the Synod is inveighed againſt, with reſpect to their 
= paſling of that Deciſion, as if therein they did puſs on a Con- 
= demnation (abſolutely) of the fit Clauſe of ſome Burgeſ5-caths, 
2 ſinful, p. 114 and as if they had thus ca a Slur upon the 
evhole Witneſſes of the Reformation, p. 119.3 and as if they had 
= thus come to flare themſelves in a direct Oppoſition to ſuch a glo- 
rin Chud of M itneſſes, differing without the leaſt Apolog y from 
 gheir far ſuperior Fudement and Determination, p. 114.; and as 
if they had thus been eſſaying with znited Strength, to bow and 
erook that which was found flraight in the Days of our Re forma · 


ter, —againſt the whole Flick of Chrift that have travelled the 
= Road to Glory before us, p. 115. ; and as if the Synod were 
thus pretending, that the wvhole Flack of Chrift fince the Re- 
= formation have wandered out of the Way of Underſtanding, and 
= hat themſelves, by ſome new Light, haue found it, p. 115. 
& 116, : Though, after all, according to what has been 
= obſerved on the ff! Paper, the ſpecial Thing condemned by 
= the Synod in that Deciſion, is moſt plainly a Thing which 
dur Reformers never had ads with; which they never beard 
tell of; yea, which had not either any Being or Parallel in 
= their Day. | 

= -{2.) The Synod is here very unaccountably -?raduced, by 
charging them with moſt arbitrary and arrogant Procedure in 
what Deciſion ; as if therein they had the Bolaueſi to 2 
_—- - their 
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Waking an Allegiance to the Magiſtrate—to depend upon his 


indecent and wndutiful, while the Preamble thereof contains a 


er, p. 174% fand as if they had thus been carrying the Mate 


laid, in going quite off from the Point in hand; | | 
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d, Þ their Taten, p. 105. Py had a amp fe ; mls Ba 27 
i» aus ton (or bare Ward) impoſe @ Rule of Faith and P 2 A 
th non the Church of Chrif, p. 116. :—Though yet the ſaid Del 


or ciſion is of ſuch glaring Equity, and doth fo p/ainly amoum 
us F unto a necef/ary Stand for the Teſtimony already received "a= M 
I mong thoſe of the Seceſſion, that it cannot even appear can 
ig pable of any Contradiction, in a Conſiſtency with the oY ” 
of | f that Teſtimony. | 4 
. (3.) Moſt groundleſs and railing Accuſations are bare 
2, | thrown out againſt the-Synod, concerning the Mebad of 5 
us Procedure in paſſing that Deciſion: While they are b i | 1 
I. againſt, as if they had therein made a clandiſtine Determinam 
ox, p. 115. by way of a Catch, p. 130.; and as if they had 3 
ſt thus followed the ſame fraudulent Practice, (viz.), to fle as) 
2 | - March upon ile honeſt Side, according to the common Method 
of | of the corrupt Party in the Fudicatures of the Eflabliſhment, © 
p. 129. 3 lying in wait to catch Advantage, p.128. :—Thoughy 1 
pet, according to what has been obſerved in the firlt Paper, ll 
Ir that Step was made after very grave Deliberation, —in as fais 
and preaduiſed a Way as any thing that had ever been tranf- 5 
„ acted by the Aſſociate Synod. 3 
be Moreover, the Synod is charged as going into this Deciſion. |} 1 
d with a manifeft Neglect and Contempt of the Barrier-a&s of the A 
- Reformation, p. 119. :—Though yet the Style of Barrier a 
m | was not then heard of among them; and though the Acts 
as | which have ice been called ſo, have not even the Appears 
nd || ance of bearing any Relation to the Nature and Circumſtances | I 3 
14 . the Caſe in hand. = 
| (4) The Conftitution and Authority of the Synod, on that 3 1 

be | Occaſion, is here very groſsly traduced and wilified : While 
re the Deciſion is once and again talked of, as the Sentence of © 4 I 
he thirteen Brethren, p. 114. & 115.3 and of thirtcen Mena © E 
1d | bers of the Aſſociate Synod, when the one half of the conflituent 1 
5+ N Members, and more, were abſent, p. 114.3 yea, it is talked oY 
n as a clandeſtine Determination of thirteen Men, p. 115. And 
this 4i/i/firg Language is evidently levelled, not ſimply as 
gainſt the Perſons of ſome Men, but againſt the Conſtitution "ol 
4 and Authority of a Court of CHRIST; the Synod having been 4 
n ben as regular in their Meeting, Conſtitution, and Proce- 
dure, as at any Time before. For the true Poſture of Mats 1 4A 
J | ters, as to the paſſing of that Deciſion, is here groſsly ira» 
nm | duced :—Seeing (as is explained in the Anſavers to rhe Reajons | 3 F 
tl 5. 34+ 35. 37. . 40 08 492 the Gener 
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l 3 Pur Forty three who could then be called ont Mem- 
bers, (whereof thirty eigbt had come up to that Meeting), 
erh fix were preſent on the ſecond Week when the Deciſion 
paſſed; and the true Diviſion of all preſent on the Merits 


ſters, (beſide one in Heſitation), of fourteen to five : And even 
at the zext Meeting, the Valli that had ever been of the Aſ- 
bociate Synod, when of thirty Miniflers belonging thereto, 
== Gro of whom, then preſent, had been ordained after the 
== former Meeting), twenty eight were preſent, with nineteen El. 
= ders; yet none but 72s Minifters, with two Elders, were got 
0 join the former v, Miniſters and two Elders, either in 

= their Diſſent from or Proteſt againſt that Deciſion ;—as the 


4 - 1 Deciſion. 


” Contempt. For they are formally en if they alledge 
YA Hey are following the Flock, io ſhew the Print of their Feet, 


ther the Flock of Chriſt have walked in the Way of diſal- 
_ lowing contradictory Oaths about Religion? But further, the 
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Holuneſi, p. 115. —of a vaſt Aſſurance, p. 114. 3 


250 had proceeded under the — of Paſſon, Partiality, 


Party-intereft, p. 128. 


| 3 = Reaſons thereof, in a Style and Strain moſt indecent and un- 
. Which is a Caſe of heinous Sin and Scandal, as con- 


of the Cauſe, was of eighteen to ſeven,—or as to the Mini- 


Ministers then abſent appeared afterwards on the Side of 


(.) The Synod is here treated with high I»/ults, and ſcorn- 
p. 115. : Though it is ſtrange to make any Queſtion, Whe- , 


3 Synod is trampled upon by moſt unaccountable Charges of 


tbe higheſt Preſumption and Self-confidence, P. 114.3 and as if 
Pa 


3 Thus it appears, that theſe Miniſters did reſpectively, at 
= Lhe Time eee give in their Proteſis, with pretended | 
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Although Matters of far greater Moment and Conſequence, 
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for God refifleth the Proud, and giveth Grace to the Hum 
Acts xxvi. 25. 1—fpeak forth the Words of —Soberneſs, 2 Pete 
il. 11. Whereas Angels which are greater in Power and H 
bring not railing Accuſation againſt them before the Lord AS 
alſo to our Larger Catechiſm, Anſwers to Queſtion 127. The 
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Pi 4 * = 
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* Honour which Inferiors owe to their Superiors is, all due 
© Reverence in Heart, Word, and Behaviour ;—and Main- 
tenance of their—Authority, according to- the Nature f 
ce their Places.” ©. 128. The Sins of Inferiors againſt 
66 their Superiors are, all—Contempt of—their Perſons and 
& Places, in their lawful Counſels, Commands, and Corre- 
*© tions.” ©, 131. The Duties of Equals are, to regard 
6. the a e, and Worth of each other, in giving Honour 
* to one before another.” ©, 144. The Duties required 
6 in the 2inth Commandment are, — ſtudying and practiſing ³ü 
* of whatſoever Things are true, honeſt, lovely, and of good nl 
“ Report.” 2. 145. © The Sins forbidden in the ninth 
“ Commandment are,—ſpeaking too—meanly of—others 3 
«© —ſcornful Contempt.“ ; =_ 


In the i Paper, which is ſubſcribed or adopted by them 
all, —when ſpeaking of the Entrance and Progreſs upon the 
Overture about the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-oaths, ⁵ 
they affirm thus, p. 26. The Brethren who firſt brought 


this Debate upon the Field, would not give way to the 

* Conſideration of any other Overture, of Whatever Impor- ll 
1 tance, till the Queſtion anent the Burgeſs-oath ſhould be 
% firſt diſcuſſed : ?—And they proceed thus, p. 95. & 96. nm 
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manage, both as to their riſing in Arms, and paying of 
TLaxes and Contributions levied by the Antichriſtian Crew, 
8 in orcler to carry on their helliſh Deſigns againſt a Prote- 
tant King and Cauſe: As alſo a ſeaſonable Warning re- 
ing to the Grounds of the Lord's Controverſy, and the 
VDaty of the People at that Juncture, that they might not 
__ be intangled or inſnared by the Enemy; as alſo a Propo- 
tal was made, for compiling and emitting an Eæplication 
bot the Z-/ir Catechiſm, for propagating and preſerving } 
de Principles of our holy Religion in Purity, in this and 
_< following Generations: We ſay, that although a/l this was 
upon the Wheel, yet ſuch was the Keenneſs of our Brethren! 
in puſhing the Condemnation of the above Clauſe, that a/l 
mel, and biber important Affairs of far greater Concern, 

could not be admitted to enter into the Conſideration of the 
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bout ſome Burgeſs-oaths, as if it had been of very little Mo- 
= ment or Concern; though yet the Synod could have no- 
wing before them of greater Moment and Concern, than to 
provide againſt any lach Thing among their People, as a 
_ general Renunciation of the Cauſe and Teſtimony of JIESUs 
dong their Hands: Beſide this, there are ſundry fal/e Char- 
=_ ges here laid apainſt the Synod, in plain Matters of Fact; 
= which are of a manifeſt Scope to blacken and render odious 
== their Procedure upon that Affair. And, TR 4 
I/, As to the Overtures mentioned, whereof it is affirin-Y 
cd that they could not be admitted to enter into the Conf: 
_ deration of the Synod, the Minutes of Synod do teſtify the 


#© ceeded to the Conſideration of the Overture concerning 
= the laying down proper Rules and Directions for Parochial 
1 „ Fifitations. After ſome Reaſoning thereupon, the Synod 


mittee, to ripen the ſaid Overture guamprimum.—Edin 


{ 
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ie Overture concerning Parochial Viftations not having 
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Lime of che Rebellion, for Directions how they were to 


Now, beſide the diminutive Treatment of the Overture a · 


= contrary ; as folſows. Edinburgh, May 16. 1745. Prof 


ee appointed Meſſ. Ebenezer Erfeine, & c. to meet as a Com 


eat, May 22. 1745. The Committe appointed to ripenſſ} - 
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e ing.—Stirling, Sept. 26. 1745. Appointed, that Meſſe EY 


c 


< for preparing a Draught of Queſtions to be put to Min 
o 


- © commended unto the Committee appointed to prepare? a 
Draught of Queſtions to be put to Miniſters at Privy Cen 


© nod. Recommended to the Committee appointed to 0 


Edin 
ri pe 
wing 


t got Time to meet, the ol recommend nd yl 
4 to ripen the ſaid Overture againſt next ordinary Mee 


mY 


benezer Erſeine, James Fiſher, &c. meet as a Committe 


* 


niſters at Privy Cenſures.— Edinburgh, April 8. 17 46. Re I 


cc ſures, to have the ſame ready againſt next Meeting of Sy Bl 


<< the Overture concerning Parochial Viſitations, to have the 
<& ſame ready againſt that Time.”—And as to the Over 1 
from the Aſſociate Preſbytery of Gla/zow, about Profe 
Leechman's Sermon on Prayer, it freely entered into the Cane J 
ſideration of the Synod, ſo as to be received into their M 
Nutes at their firſt Meeting ; but no further Propoſal about | 
it was afterwards made, far leſs oppoſed. f j 

2dly, As to the Affairs mentioned about the late Anti 1 
chriſtian Rebellion, whereof it is affirmed that they could noo 
be admitted to enter into the Conlideration of the: Synod'F 2 x 
it is well known, that theſe Affairs were never then i] 
ced, or fought to be introduced into the Minutes; bu 3 
that they were the Subject of deliberate Conference il 
Synod ; and that as much was done in them as was wen 
practicable, or could conſiſt with ſome Difference of Sentiß 1 
ments (particularly betwixt thoſe Brethren and other Mem 
bers) upon theſe Subjects. —And as to an Explication of hel 
Leſſer Catechiſm, though it had been ſometimes hinted at 
occaſional Conference; yet it was never formally moved mal 
Synod till the Meeting after that in which the Deciſion rac 
ſed, —when a Courſe was taken accordingly. _ 

34 ly, Theſe Brethren ſpeak of other important Aff 
having been then on the Anvil, which (they ſay) could not 1 
be admitted to enter into the Conſideration of the Synod, be 
fore diſcuſſing the Overture about ſome Burgeſs-oaths; yea 
they plainly give out, as if (through Oppoſition of ſome Bre 
thren) uo other Overtures, or Affairs of Moment and Cone 


. 


cern, could be admitted io enter into Conſideration till than 


Overture was diſcuſſed, Whereas the Minutes of Synod 
do teſtify, that, during the Dependence of this Affair, (anal 
without Oppoſition by any), belides the other Owertures Ai 


dy noticed, the Synod aiſcuſſed ſeveral Owvertures, viz. abou 


ordering Aſſiſtance for N Sabbaths to Mr. Ebenezer Er 2 
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ie len of Stirling, about recommending the Pra- 

tice of Preſbyterial Exerciſes, about entering ſome young 
3 Nen on Trials, and about Procedure toward a Settlement of 
ee Aſſociate Congregation of Abboyball; and that they paſſed 
== Determination about the Overture concerning the Maſon- 
Y © oath ; as alſo, that they procceded from Time to Time, up- 
an Overture about erecting the Seceders at Denny into a diſ- 
ind Community. And beſides all theſe Overtures, a Varie- 
ef «ber important Bulineſs was managed from Time to 
ig Time; particularly as to carrying forward and expeding a 


ich theſe Brethren give of the Matter, bear an Appearance 
of Truth, when as there were thirty five Sederunts at the 
enge where the Overture about the Burgeſs-Oath was in 
pag there was not one Half of them wherein it was 
WE meddled with? 
And thus it appears, that their Papers of Proteſts, with 
eetended Reaſons thereof, are containing falſe Charges a- 
6 Wpainſt the Synod in plain Matters of Fa: Which is a Caſe of 
1 heinous Sin and Scandal, as contrary to the Word of Goa, 
n Acts xxvi. 25. 1—/peak forth the Woras of Truth, 
Eph. iv. 15.—Speating the Truth in Lowe: As alſo to our 
1 I ELarger Catechi/m, Anſwers to Queſtion 144. The Duties re- 
2B 5 ard in the ninthb Commandment are, — ſpeaking the 
8 Truth, and only the Truth, in Matters of Judgment and 
<< Jultice, and in all other Things whatſoever.” 2, 145. 
2 8 The Sins forbidden in the aint) Commandment are, all 
prejudicing the Truth, —eſpecially in publick Judicature z 
3 aa Untruth “ 
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. URTHER, the faid Miniſters, in the ninth of their 

3 ec faid pretended Reaſons, which is ſubſcribed or adopt- 

EE cd by them all, have vented and do maintain a Tenet of 

$ mutual Forbearance, directly, authoriſing a Toleration of 
ee Aron and acknowledged Sin,” 


= 


2 be faid ninth Reaſon of the firſt — being ſubſcribed by 
7 = Ralph Erſtine, James F. Ger. William Hutton, Henry Er- 
. and John M. Cara ; —and it being adopted by Meſſ. E- 
1 Er ſeine and 4 7 785 Horn, in the ſecond Paper lobe, 
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ettlement! in Treland.— And indeed, how could the Account 


. 


— 
— 
y 
OW 
Es, 
4 1 


* "Rh bo Me. » $2 oh Bla; ; ” gt r : Ton dnl | 
AP et” Ht RN! Fab wy * PV AST 71 L 22 e Y 8 N 
= n a N 1 oy F Tb —_— 
* N WW N af 2 F f ä N 
- * x Te” o RIOTS 
1 {Da $30) SY ot. 
/ ES 24 * . 
2 RN MM 5 TAE 2 N 3 
SY N 3 1 l ee 7 (WD E 9 
985 . N LES eee . 2 
5 * 2 N 22 een 1 3 Fac 
$508 © IG e e F r 2 ee ee Py : r 
N 4 a e 
8 | 's "+" A 
* * 


8 . on, 25 f 7 Y ; Ba 7 p_ Eo Ws LY Wy e 
2 | 74 $ e þ . | . . fo 7 7 T7 
; as that ſecond Paper begins thus, 


> 


- 

FS. 2 
enn * .. 
S 19 

*; 1 1 [ 
} N . ©, 
2 150 > 1 
0 2 r 
r 7. 
8 n 
> : 33 2 n 
2 2 
+ La 


<< ſons of Proteſtation given in already, —he fully agrees _ 


and the fifth Reaſon of that ſecond Paper begins thus, Mr. 
„Horn having conſidered and approven the above Reaſons 
„ contained in this Paper, he, in conjunction with Mr. EY 
& Hine, adds what follows:*—Accordingly, | 2 
In the firſt and ſecond Paragraphs of that ninth Reaſon, they 
proceed thus, wiz. © Even upon Suppoſition we ſhould grant, 
« —that there is /uffcient objective Evidence unto all, that? 
* the ſwearing the Clauſe now condemned, would be doing 
% a Thing that is virtually, and upon the Matter, a ff 
& receding from any Part of the Teſtimony of the Day, which 
& we are profeſſing to hold; though it were to be granted, 
& that this behoved to be the Intention or Tendency of the ll 
& Work, whatever was the Intention of the Worker: yet 
* ſtill the Synod ought to have injoined a mutual Forbear- 
& ance; the Synod—ought rather to have injoined this mu- 
& tual Forbearance, than to have condemned and prohibited ü 
© the preſent Swearing of ſaid Clauſe :——And—we ought to 
& carry our Forbearance toward one another thus far, 8&c.”* 
« And whereas theſe on the other Side may p2/7b4y alledge, 
& that there can be no warrantable Forbearance in a Matter 
« finful, when it is made the Subject of a ſolemn Oath ; to 4 
* this we would anſwer, &c.” And it is obvious, that, 
1. There is here pled for, as warrantable, a mutual For- 
bearance about Sin; vis, a Thing which is, upon the Mat- 
ter, a ſinful receding from any Part of the Teſlimony of the Day 
which we are profeſſing to hold; yea, a Matter finfu! made 
the Subject of a ſolemn Oath. | | | 1 
2. There is here pled for, as warrantable, a mutual For- 
bearance about &nown Sin; wiz. a Sin whereof there is , 
cient objective Evidence unto all; that is, plainly enough finful, i 
plainly enough ſo—for any who are not uncommonly blind 

or prejudiced in the Matter, ; 1 
3. There is here pled for, as warrantable, a mutual For- 
bearance about 4nown and acknowledged Sin; vis. a Forbear- 
ance about that 4zown Sin, even upon Suppoſition of its be- 
ing granted to be ſo; that is, even upon Suppoſition of a, 
Members of the Synod granting it to be ſo, —or of their bes . 
ing unanimous in acknowledging it to be a & of ſufficient obe 
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ea to others who may have different Sentiments. Yea, ® # 
tis here expreſsly taught, (upon ſome vain Pretences), c. 7 


3 What the Synod ugh rather to have 7zjoined this mutual For- 4 4 


r rance about a ou and acknowitdged Sin, even ſome | cc A 
osn and acknowledged Back/iding from the Teſtimony of || p 
the Day, with an open Profaration of the Lox D's Name— Þ c« h 
in making ſuch a Backſliding by ſolemn Oazh. WL 
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ef not 0 coholſame Words, even the Words of our Lord Fe- 6 


fur, wy 20. Art. 3. They who, upon Pretence of Chri- cc y; 


And for their publiſhing of ſuch Opinions, or maintaining * a 
Hof ſuch Practices, as are contrary to the Light of Nature, * a1 
= or to the known Principles of Chriſtianity, — concerning } « A 
EE — Converſation; or to the Power of Godlineſs ;—they may 1 7 
WES lawfully be called to Account.” Chap. 26. Art. 2. Saints, 1 95 
by Profeſſion, are bound to maintain an holy Fellowſhip “ ir 
and Communion in the Worſhip of God, and in perform- } « tl 
ing ſuch other ſpiritual Services as tend to their mutual E- * 4, 
diſcation: As alſo to Larger Catechiſm, Anſwers to Queſt, & 
112. © The third Commandment requires, that the Name “ f. 
of God, his—Ordinances,—Oaths,—and whatſoever elſe *“ w 
WT there is whereby he makes himſelf known, be holily and * 7. 
= reverently uſed, —by an holy Profeſſion, and anſwerable * Ii 
= Converſation.” 2. 145. The Sins forbidden in the }F © 
ninth Commandment are,—undue Silence in a juſt Cauſe, 1“ E 
and holding our Peace when Iniquity calleth for either a 
= Reprodf from ourſelves, or Complaint to others.“ 
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* A ND ruxrxxx, the ſaid Meſſ. Ebenezer Erſtine, Ralph 
7 Erſtine, Fames Fiſher, William Hutton, David Harn, 


„ drew Black Miniſter at Cumbernauld, -Fobn Smith Miniſter? 


* puſh for, or concur in, and carry on, a moſt diſorder- 
. 3 
. Procedure in a Court of CHRIST: Foraſmuch as, at th 


4 and peculiarly neceſſary, for a fair opening of the Cauſe; 
1“ Truth aſſerted in the Deciſion ſtruck at by their ſaid Queſti- 
« inſtead of ſuffering the Matter of Truih and Duty, as ta 


« impoſe on the Judgment of Members in the Caſe:—And 
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„fine, Fames Fiſher, William Hutton, David Horn, Henry 


| © manifeſtly and immediately Parties in the Matter b 1 


* * 
: N . . 
9 2 N ne hb Lak. ae = l e 1 n 8 = 
** YT. 9 
=P > 2 any fbf” 
15 — "NS f , 233 8 b «' A . 5 
yea Wi 3 Bos e „ . x 79 
N 1 \ k $2 0 8 ANN * 
N A. þ Ys W N . 
v 4 p SB * KI} , ret” 1 ; ty 
* n q ba * e WE 1 of 8 
; T5 8 „ ig e 0 Re NR RES 
3 =o . * Wy . Nr e 
825 yi, 2 9 
L2H 


*- N 8 * 128 1 
4 2 e 8 : 
3 LL F C529 > 1 VA n 
. . L 5 _— FR . 8 # ” " * 
: 8. N 5 ; 1 is + £ : "af D { 

* . = . 4 i x 0 * - * 2 P = n * * e 8 5 

. 4 29 g © 4 5 * IS : 8 
4 ,: * 2 * : : * * 223 
K 1 "= 5 


1 


7 1 
_ 


v% & 
«TY 


* 


ce Henry Erſkine, and Fobn M Cara, together with Meſſ. 4 1 
& at Fedburgh, and David Telfer Miniſter at Monteith, did 


& foreſaid Meeting of Synod in April 1747, they puſhed for, ⁵ 
© or concurred in, and pretended to carry a RESOLUTION. 
ce to proceed unto a Vote upon the following Queſtion, vi. 
4% Whether the Deciſion anent the religious Clauſe in ome. 
& Burgeſi-oaths, paſſed by this Synod in April 1746, Hall nous 
ce or afterwards be made a Term of Miniſterial and Chriſtian 
«© Communion, ay and until the making of the ſame to be /o - 
& Hall be referred by way of Overture unto Preſbyteries and 

ce Kirk-ſeſhons, iz order to their giving their Judgment there- 
cc anent ; that ſo there may in the mean time be a friendly Deal=" ͥ 
cc ing among the Members of this Synod with one another, in a 
4% Way of Conference and Prayer, in order to their coming, thro” 
« the Lord's Pity, to ſee Eye to Eye in the Matter of the ſaid 
« religious Clauſe ; or, Net? and to have this their Queſtion 
& voted, before proceeding to call for the Reaſons of Proteft a- 
« gainſt the ſaid Deciſion, with the Anſwers thereunto, for 
6“ having them read and conſidered ; — though the reading ĩĩ 
«© and conſidering of theſe Reaſons and Anſwers was altogether. 


« which diſorderly Procedure was manifeſtly injurious to the 
« on, as bringing it on to be condemned in the Dark: As alſo, 3 
the Deciſion ſtruck at by their ſaid Queſtion, to be fairy 
& on the Field, —they, in their ſaid Queſtion, did aim and 
6 urge a ſecret and covert Thruft at the ſame, under a deceit- 


* ful Colour of due Tenderneſs and Regard to Brethren 5 
© which diſorderly Procedure was of a ſpecial Tendency to 


© likewiſe, they the ſaid Meſl, Ebenezer Erſtine, Ralph Er- 


* 


Erftine, and Fobn Me Cara, did violently ſuſtain themſelves 
F aages concerning their ſaid Queſtion, though they were: 
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= 3/, The Miniſters therein #-/? mentioned, having, at the 
Meeting of Synod in April 1747, puſhed for, or concurred in, 
ad pretended to carry a Reſolution to proceed unto a Vote upon the 
_ -wveſtion mentioned, —and to have this their Queſtion voted be- 
ies proceeding to call for the Reaſons of Proteſt, with the An- 
euer, thereunto, for having them read and confidered; (which 
is a Fact of undeniable Notoriety, — having been tranſacted, 
not in a Corner, but publickly, in Face of Synod, before ma- 
ny Witneſſes) : That the ſame was a moſt diforderly Procedure 
2 Court of Chrifl, manife/ily injurious to the Truth aſſerted in 
be Decifion fliruck at by their ſaid Queſtion, —as bringing it on 
es be condemned in the Dark, and of a ſpecial Tendency to impoſe 
nie Fudement of Members in the Caſe ;—this will appear by 
= confidering, that, 3 

1. According to any moral Order and Propriety, there 
could be zo room for any ſuch Queſtion at all to be voted con- 
= ccrning the ſaid Deciſion of Synod, as, Whether it ſhould be 
ade a Term of Communion ? &c. but only for a Queſtion a- 
bout Whether it was right or wrong? For, on the one hand, 
if the Deciſion had indeed been aurong, as condemning a righ- 
= teous'and neceſſary Oath about Religion, —to the Glory of 
== God; then the only proper and adequate Courſe would have 
been, to reverſe it direct, with an Acknowledgment of deep 


= the Deciſion had been (as it indeed was) right; then there 
== could be 20 room for queſtioning, whether it ſhould be made a 
Tier of Communion ? &c. as this could be nothing other than 


= with and zolerated—in their proceeding preſumptuouſly to an 
== Oath renouncing the whole Teſtimony of Jeſus as among their 


= rated—in their proceeding preſumptuouſly to admit theſe 
PpPerſons likewiſe into the Oath of the Bond? 5 

i * Thus their puſhing for, or concurring in, and pretending 
to carry a Reſolution for proceeding to a Vote upon ſuch a 


erh Procedure, But further, the Forbearance and Tolerati- 
= | | ro 


. 
r 
7 
. 


Gailt in having ever paſſed it: But, on the other hand, if 


a queſlioning, whether ſome Seceding People might not be borne | 


== Hands,—and alſo ſome Seceding Miniſters borne with and - 


== Queſtion, was, in the obvious Nature of the Thing, a diſor- 


on to have this their Queſtion voted, before proceeding to 


"have this their Queſtion voted, before proceeding to- call for = 
the Reaſons of Proteſt, with the Anſwers thereunto, for ha- 
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Truth and Duty as to that Deciſion, to be fairly on the Fell, 
but hi fted the Point Whether the ſame was right or wrong 2% 
Wherefore their diſorderly Procedure about their Reſolution 
for proceeding to a Vote upon ſuch a Queſtion, was injurious 
to the Truth aſſerted in the Deciſion {truck at by their ſaid 
Queſtion, as bringing it on to be condemned in the Dark, 
2. Their Procedure was moſt diſorderly, as it was a puſhing 
for, or concurring in, and pretending to carry the Refoluti- 
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call for the Reaſons of Proteſt, with the Anſwers thereunto, 3 
for having them read and conſidered, For though it could 
have been orderly for the Synod, if they had ſeen Cauſe, ſim 
ply to delay proceeding in the Affair of theſe Reaſons and 
Anſwers; yet it behoved to be mf di/orderly, and what the 
Synod could have 20 juft Poxwer for, to delay proceeding in 
that Affair, by way of proceeding in the mean time to a voting 
of the foreſaid Queſtion ; as this behoved to be a letting their "nl 
Deciſion proteſted againſt—be thrown bee, —into a news f 
prepoſterous and abſurd Queſtion, —with an expreſs re/u/ing 
to let the Merits of the Cauſe be opened. ä 

And this molt diſorderly Procedure, of their puſhing for, 
or concurring in, and pretending to carry the Reſolution to 


% 
# 


ving them read and · conſidered, — was manife/ty injurious to 
the Truth aſſerted in the Deciſion ſtruck at by their ſaid Que=- 
ſtion, as bringing it on to be condemned in the Dark, For as ü 
the ſaid Queſtion was, in its own Nature, a bringing on of ³ü 
that Truth to be condemned in the Dark; ſo thus it was 
puſhed in an expre/s and flated Contradiction unto a fair open=" 
ing of the Cauſe, —by reading and conſidering the Reajans of 
Protefl, with the Anſwers thereunto; though this was allage- 
ther neceſſary for a fair opening of the Cauſe, as to whether 
the ſtriking againſt that Deciſion could be juſtified—or not 
And moreover, the reading and confidering of theſe Reaſons 
and Anſwers, was peculiarly neceſſary for a fair opening of the 
Cauſe ;—ſeeing, as is well known, not one ha/f of the Mem- 
bers then preſent, had been preſent at a judicial en = 
| ö L 2 4 
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= of th formerly, ſo as to be regu 
S 


eerſtanding; and ſeeing ſeveral Elders were complaining, 


E 


ich; and ſome Elders craved a Hearing of theſe Reaſons 


and Anſwers, as being ſo far unacquainted with the Queſtion 


. 

9 

33 

3 ow” 

I 
— 
128 


5 = heard read 
BY. 


ion. 


— 


. * 


= on the Judgment of Members in the Caſe; through ſhifting any 
proper Queſtion about the Deciſion, as to whether it was right 


ppect to the Brethren who were oppoſing the ſaid Deciſion ;— 
nnd thus, inſtead of ſuffering the Matter of Trulh and Duty---as 


o 


_ 5 
E 


A a deceitful Colour of due Tendernefs and Regard to Brethren; 


3 5 8. * * * 
Dt 
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1 
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= ſuſtain themſelves Judges in the Court, with reſpect to any 


= as to the Guiltineſs or Innocency of their own perſonal Con- 


4 
D 
3 


2 duct, and what Courſe ought to be taken with 7hem accor- 


larly acquainted there - 
With, and capable of voting in the foreſaid Queltion with Un- . 
| its 
Dat they were precluded from neceſſary Acquaintance there- E 


WE urged to be put, that they even never ſo much as ſaw or 
« Deciſion of Synod ſtruck at by the ſaid Que- 


3. As this Method of Procedure was of a Tendency to impoſe | 


tio the Decifion ſtruck at to be fairly on the Field, there was 
aimed and urged a /ecret and covert Thruff at the ſame, under 


= which was of a Hecial Tendency to impoſe on the Judgment of 


= were Proteſters againſt the Deciſion ſtruck at by their ſaid Que-, 
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the Court—in /ech a Cauſe, doth manifeſtly ſtrike againſt a 
Rule, Order and Equity in a Court, and is even ſubver/tve ok 

wing, its very Nature. ; | J 
nere -] * However, that Queſtion concerning which theſe Brethren 
fons did violently ſuſtain themſelves Judges, was a Matter in 
ſtion | which they were manifeſtly and immediately Parties againſt 
v or | the Synod. For, as they were Proteſters againſt the Deciſion 
Que- # ftruck at by their ſaid Queſtion ; ſo this was a Queſtion pro- 
I perly and immediately in their own favours, in their own per- 
mpoſe ſonal favours, with reſpe& to their proteſting againit—yea 
any | their Oppoſition whatever—unto the faid Deciſion ; As the 
plain and immediate Scope of this Queſtion was (without exa- 
rous | mining their Reaſons of Proteſt, to try whether their Oppoſi- 
ſtion tion to that Deciſion was any way reaſonable, yet) to deter- 
1 re- mine, that they ought not to be reckoned Offenders in their Op- 
| gy poſition to the ſaid Deciſion of Synod, — that there ought not 
..-2s any Courſe to be taken with n for their paſt or future 
was Oppoſition to the ſaid Deciſion, and that 20 Check ought to 
iven unto ther in their ſaid Oppoſition, —but that they i 
br to be wholly zolerated to behave at pleaſure, as long as 
flo Eye to Eye with the Synod, in that Af- 
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ren; oug 
t of they ſhould not 
Afe- iir. | 1 
with | And thus it appears, that the Miniſters 5 mentioned in 
Er- this Article, their puſhing for, or concurring in, and pre- 
tending to carry a Reſolution to proceed unto a Vote upon the 

who | Queſtion mentioned, —and to have this their Queſtion voted, 
aue Before proceeding to call for the Reaſons of Proteſt, with the 
and Anſwers thereunto, for having them read and conſidered.— 
con- was a mot diſorderly Procedure in a Court of Chriſt, manifeſtly 3 
able injurious to the Truth aſſerted in the Deciſion ſtruck at by 
pu- their ſaid Queſtion, —as bringing it on to be condemned in the i 
hat Dark, and of a ſpecial Tendency to impoſe on the Judgment of 
a- Members in the Caſe; as as, that the Miniſters at men- 
by tioned in this Article, their violently ſuſtaining themſelves i 
Fuages concerning their ſaid Queſtion, (which afforded the 
1 of. Pretence of carrying the foreſaid Refolution),—was a moſt 
7 to diſorderly Procedure, even flriking directly againſt the lawful "8 
any | Conflitution of the Court: Which is a heinous Six and Scan- 
FRE dal, as contrary to the Word of God, particularly 1 Cor. xiv. 
iſe, 40. Let all Things be done decently, and in Order. 2 Cor. xi. 
»n- 8. For wecan do nothing againſt the Truth, but for the Truth. 9 
or- Prov. ii. 3. 4.5. Na, if thou crieſt after Knowledge, and lifteſt 
nit up thy Voice for Unaerſtanding 3 if thou ſeckeſt her as Silver, and 
Gee, | | fearcheſt | 
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li, as for hid Treafures : Then ſhalt thou underſand 
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. 
= pation of the Truth, 1 Theſſ. ii. 3. For our Exhortation was 
BE not of Deceit, — nor in Guile, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. For God 
not the Author of Confuſion, but of Peace, as in all Churches 
= of the Saints: As allo to Confeſſion, Chap. 20. Art. 4.— 
They who, upon Pretence of Chriſtian Liberty, ſhall op- 
é poſe any lawful Power, or the lawful Exerciſe of it, whe- 
e ther it be civil or eccleſiaſtical, reſiſt the Ordinance of 
„ God: And for—ſuch Practices as—are deſtructive to the 

e external Peace and Order which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed 
„e in the Church, they may lawfully be called to Account.” 
= Cheap. 25. Art. 4.—*© Particular Churches—are—leſs pure, 
== © according as— Ordinances | are] adminiſtred—leſs purely 
in them.” Chap. 31. Art. 3. It belongeth to Synods 
e and Councils, to ſet down Rules and Directions for the 
== © better ordering of the publick Worſhip of God, and Go- 

é yernment of his Church: And to Larger Catechiſm, An- 
% fwers to Q. 108. The Duties required in the /econd 
é Commandment are,—kceping pure and entire all ſuch— 
= © Ordinances as God hath inſtituted in his Word; parti- 
„ cularly, —Church Government and Diſcipline.” 9. 113. 

& The Sins forbidden in the -hrd Commandment are, —any 
& ways oppoſing of God's Truth—and Ways.” 2, 144. 

© The Duties required in the 21 Commandment are,—ap- 
„ pearing and ſtanding for the Truth.” 9, 145. The Sins 
forbidden in the zinih Commandment are, all prejudicing 
(the Truth, —eſpecially in publick Judicature; - outfacing 
and overbearing the Truth ;—concealing the Truth; un- 
due Silence in a juſt Cauſe,” 
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„ OlckLIEkE, the Miniſters laſt mentioned, together with 
Ro the ſaid Meſſ. Andrew Black, Fohn Smith, and David 
Tier, by their puſhing for, or concurring in, and pretend- 
ing to carry the RESOLUTI1ON for à Vote upon their ſaid 
== * Queſtion, did claim a pretended Power ; and they the ſaid 
Meſſ. Ebenezer Erfeine, Ralph Erſkine, James Fiſher, Da- 
uu Horn, Henry Eiſtine, Fobn Il. Cara, decor Rach 
r an 


Far of the Lord, and find the Knowledge of God, © John vii. 
e. Jace righteous Fudgment, 2: Cor. iv. 2. But hade 
renounced the hidden Things of Diſboneſiy, not walking in Crafti- | 
el, nor handling the Word of God deceitfully, but by Manife- 
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vii. V , by t | ig in, 
11. and Dav: er, eir puſhing for, or concurring in, 
. ” © 


ave | © and pretending to carry the REs0LUT10N upon their! ſaid 
i- © Nelas, did exerce the ſaid pretended Power, of tolerating 
ife- | © a known and acknowledged Sin, even though peculiarly hei- 
was * nous: Inaſmuch as, by the ſaid Reſolution, they pretended = 
od to Zolerate a preſent Swearing among Seceders, of the religi= 
ces | © ous Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-oaths, —which had been jultly 
— «© found, in the Deciſian of Synod about that Clauſe, #71 pro- 
Op- „ fefſedly. by them left landing, to be a Swearing in general 
he- | ** Contradi#ion to the preſent Teſtimony, and to the Oath 
of „of the Bond for renewing our Covenants ;—and herebx 
the they did materially drop the ſaid whole Teſtimony for Re- 
ed | © formation as among the Hands of the Synod, —giving Al. 
t.“ © lowance, at leaſt for a Time, for a material Renunciation 
re, thereof by Oath: As alſo, by the ſaid Reſolution, they i 
ely | © brought a ſinful and dangerous {rnovarion into the Church 
ds c of CHRIST; inaſmuch as they did thereby pretend to /ubje2# 
the * the foreſaid Decree of Synod, in a Controverſy of Faith 
o- | and Caſe of Conſcience, to the Conſultation of inferior 
＋ Judicatures, particularly Kir#-/e/fons.” 1 
* | | | | 1 
— With reſpect to this Article, it is to be obſerved, that, 
ti- 1//, The Miniſters therein fr ſpoke of and mentioned ha- 
3. ving (wiz. at the Meeting of Synod expreſſed in the third Ar- 
17 ticle) puſhed for, or concurred in, and pretended to carry the Re- "i 
4. ſolution for a Vote upon their ſaid Queſtion; and the Miniſters 
p- next mentioned having (vi. at the ſame Meeting) puſhed for, 
18 or concurred in, and pretended to carry the Reſolution upon their i 
g ſaid Queſtion, [uix. That the Deciſion anent the religious 
g © Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs-oaths, paſſed by this Synod in 4prit 
1 © 1746, ſhall not now or afterwards be made a Term of Miniſte- 
6e rial and Chriſtian Communion, ay and until,“ c. J; (which 
are Facts of undeniable Notoriety, having been tranſa&ted, 
not in a Corner, but publickly, in Face of Synod, before ma- 
ny Witneſſes): That by the Reſolution for a Vote upon 
h their ſaid Queſtion — there was claimed, and that by the Reſo- 
4 lution upon their ſaid Queſtion — here bas alſo exerced, @ 
— pretended Power of tolerating a known and acknowledged Sin, — 
- * den though peculiarly heinous, as in the Matter ſpeciſied, of a 


Swearing in general Contradiction to the preſent Teſtimony, — and | 
bs 
mony for Reformation as among the Hands of the Synod, was mas 
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by this Reſolution upon their Queſtion, the ſaid whole 2. i. A 
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. to the Oath of the Bond for renewing our Covenants; and that 
terial 
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by conſidering, that, 


© neral Contradiction to the preſent Teſtimony, and to the 
= Oath of the Bond for renewing our Covenants : So the ſaid 
1 Deciſion was flill profeſſedly, by theſe very Brethren, left fland- 
| 7g. „ . | | | 
©” (1.) It is notorious, that theſe Miniſters did not then crave 
any expreſs Ræverſing of that Deciſion; yea that, on the con- 
trary, they poſitively de-c/ined doing ſo : For though there was 
open pleading and inſiſting, in Face of Synod, that if the 
= faid Deciſion could be found deſerving to be reverſed, it 
= might be done regularly, honeſtly and expreſsly, in plain 
and ingenuous Terms, without any Covert; yet even the 
= Proteflers againſt that Deciſion, who were puſhing the Reſo- 
= Jution againſt it, would by no means venture to bring it ex- 
= preſily into queſtion, —as is explained in the 4# of Synod, 
= April 16. 1747. condemning the ſecond Reſolution. And fo, 
= (2.) Theſe Miniſters did thus profeſſedly concur, in having 
that Deciſion ſtill left anding in the Minutes, without any 
Sentence profz//edly reverſing the ſame. And, 

3.) Their l Re/olution, wiz. for proceeding to a Vote up- 
on their Queſtion, did directly exclude the Reajons of Proteſt a- 
gainſt the ſaid Deciſion - from bong previouſly read and 
= conſidered : that is, by their ſaid Reſolution, they directly 
= refuſed to let what had been offered againſt the Decifion— 
obtain any preſent Hearing and Regard ; fo that, by this ve- 
ry Reſolution, ey ft the ſaid Deciſion (till præf Healy ftand- 
mig. Yea, 

(.) Their next Reſolution, or the Reſolution upon their 
= Queſtion, directly bears a profe/ing to leave the ſaid Deciſion 
Fill in being, as a Deciſion of Synod. For it is a Reſolution, 
= that the ſaid Deciſion Hall not be made, &c. until, &c.—and 
A2 determining nat to make a Thing this or that, until ſo and 
= fo, doth openly bear a Profz//ion of leaving that Thing to 
and in the mean time as it 7s: And thus that Reſolution 
= doth profeſſedly tale Knowledge of and awoww the ſaid Deciſi- 
on of Synod, as continuing and to continue in being. — Where- 
bore the ſaid Deciſion was, by theſe Brethren themſehves, even 
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I. As a preſent Swearing among Seceders, of the religious 
= Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs-oaths, had been juſtly found, in the 
EZ Deciſion of Synod about that Clauſe, to be a Swearing in ge- 
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in their Re/olutions concerning it, ſtill profeſedly Lf? fan 


ſhould be conſidered or dealt with as Offenders on theſe Ace- 
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2. The Reſolution upon their Queſtion, that the ſaid Deci- 
ſion all not now or afterwards be made a Term of Miniſterial 
and Chriflian Communion, ay and until, &c.: This Reſolution, 
if it mean any thing at all, doth openly bear a zolerating—_ 
and an enactiug of a full Forbearance, in the mean Time, a- 
bout a preſent Swearing of the religious Clauſe in ſome Bur- 
oeſs-oaths—by Seceders, and about an Auniſſion of them not- 
withſtanding—into the Oath of the Covenant; ſo that none 


gainſt the foreſaid Deciſion of Synod, —without having Mi- 9 
niſterial and Chriſtian Communion any way marred by, ot 
ſcrupled at, on account of ſuch Practices. Thus, _ 
3. By their ſaid Reſolution they pretended to tolerate a 
known and acknowledged Sin, even though peculiarly heinous, 
Vas in the Matter of an Oath, contradictory to the whole 
preſent Teſtimony, and to the Oath of the Bond in renewing 


repreſenting unto People,—that the above Swearing is indeed ⁶ 


a Sin of ſuch a Nature and Heinouſne/5,—and yet a pretending 
to tolerate or grant a Liberty for the fame. _ _ 

And ſeeing this Reſolution upon their Queſtion—did con- 
tain an exercing of ſuch a pretended Power, it neceſſarily fol- 
lows, that the foregoing Reſolution to proceed unto a Vote 
upon that Queſtion, as it claimed a Power of making the 


next Reſolution,—if they ſhould incline, did thus contain a 
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1 that People p ing in bis Manner might be admitted 
BE wiſe into the Oath of the Covenant It is therefore obvi- 
= ous, that their ſaid Reſolution did awfully contain a mate- 
= rial Dropping of the ſaid whole 7%½limony,— as giving up with 
= any oper, faithful, and confiſient Maintenance thereof. 

And though the Reſolution wherein this awful Work was 


=» — 


8 4 made, did bear a Pretence of being only for ſome Time ; yet, 
= according to the expreſs Tenor of that Reſolution, any Re- 
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of Harmony, —in ſceing Eye to Eye. 


24h, The Miniſters /a// mentioned in this Article, by their 
id Reſolution upon their Queſtion, did bring a finfu) and 
= dangerous Innovation into the Church of CHRIST, viz. of ſub- 
= jeting the Decrees of Synods and Councils, in Controverſies of 
=_ Faith and Caſes of Conſcience, to the Conſultation of inferior 
Fialicatures, particularly Kirk-/effrons ; as they thereby pre- 
== tended thus to /ubje# the foreſaid Decree of Synod in a Con- 
troverſy of Faith and Caſe of Conſcience. For, 

1. The ſaid Decree of Synod was evidently in a Controver/y 
of Faith and Caſe of Conſcience; as it was obviouſly a judicial 
-. Determining in a Queſtion, Whether ſuch a Thing ought to 
be N finful—or not, and unſafe for the Conſcience 
Or not: 

2. This Decree of Synod, in a Controverſy of Faith and 
== Caſe of Conſcience, oy pretended, by their foreſaid Reſo- 
== lution, to /ubjef? to the Conſultation of inferior F udicatures,— 
= particularly Kirk-/:fions : For, according to the expreſs Tenor 
of that Reſolution, the /uper/eding of the Toleration thereby 
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5 granted, ſo as the Synod ſhould come to make any Account 
ef it, —whether their Decree was ob/erved or not, is made to 
bend upon Preſbyteries and Kirk- ſeſſions their giving their 
Judgment thereanent. But, 


23. For a Decree of Synod, in a Controverſy of Faith and 
= Caſe of Conſcience, which is a Matter of ſuch Sort—as is not 


Wat all to be determined according to Conſiderations of Peace 
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af * Bond for renewing our Covenants, thus containing a material 
_ Renunciation by Oath— of the whole Teſtimony for Reforma- 
tion as then _—_— the Hands of the Aﬀociate Synod ;. ſo 


I = formation of ſuch a Courſe—is left to depend upon the Point 


and Expediency ; for ſuch a Decree to be ſubjected to the Con- 
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yet to be thus ſubjeFed to the Conſultation of inferior Judi 
I catures: This is a Thing manifeſtly inconſiſtent with tie 
nad Subardination of Judicatures, contrary to the whole Scripture=4 
lo view of Preſbyterial Authority and Government, without all 
ted } Precedent in the Church of Cyr1sT, and introductive of 4 
Vie | narchy and Confuſſon. Particularly, _— 
= 4- Such an Iznavation, as it is plainly oppoſite to Scri- 


ath F pture-example, Acts xvi. 4. ſo it is directly ſubverſive of our I 4 
. Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 31. Art. 3. For, according to that 


as | Article of our Confeſſion, as it belongeth to Synods—miniſte- 
et, rially to determine Controverſies of Faith and Caſes of Con- 
Le ſcience; ſo theſe Determinations and Decrees, if conſonant is 
int Þ} the Word of God, (and if the preſent Decree of Synod were 
not ſo, then the only proper Courſe had been—to have had 
it honeſtly remonſtrated againſt and reverſed), are to be recei- 
md | wed with Rewerence and Submiſſion, without Dependence on 
the Judgment of inferior Judicatures. | _ 
of And thus appears the Charge of this Article; that, in the 
% Affair of the 2 Reſolutions mentioned, there was claimed 
e and exerced a pretended Power of olerating a known and ac- "i 
n | 4nowledged Sin, even though peculiarly heinous, as in the 
Matter of an Oath, in general Contradidt ion to the preſent e- 
ſy ſiimony, and to the Oath of the Bond for renewing our Cos 
al | zants;—as alſo, that, in the Affair of the e,. Reſolution, 
to there was a material Dropping of the whole Teflimony for R— 
formation as among the Hands of the Synod, in giving x 
| /ozwance, at leaſt for a Time, for a material Renunciation 
id | thereof by Oath; and that, by the ſaid Reſolution, there was 
115 brought into the Church of CRRIST, the finful and dangerous n- 
innovation, of ſubjecting the Decrees of Synods and Councils, —in 
or i} Controverfies of Faith and Caſes of Conſcience, to the Conſul- . = 
* tation of inferior Judicatures, particularly Kirk- ſeſſiongs: 
od Which is a heinous Sin and Scandal, as contrary to the Word 8 
* of God, particularly Lev. xix. 17. Thou ſhalt not hate thy Bro- 8 
at ther in thine heart; thou ſhalt in any ways rebuke thy Neigh+ 
bour, and not ſuffer Sin upon him, Pſal. cxix. 126. I is Time 
d for thee, Lord, ta work; for they have made void thy Law. 
Tt 1 Cor. v. 7. Purge out therefore the old Leaven, that ye may be 
„ a new Lump. Jude y 23, And others ſave with Fear, pulling 
” Þ| them out of the Fire; hating even the Garment ſpotted by the F. 
"6 Prov. xxili. 23. Buy the Truth, and ſell it not. 1 Tun. 
80 iti. 15.— e Church of the living God, the Pillar and Ground 
v of the Truth, Jude y 3.—YNe ſhould earneſtly contend for the Faith" 
©. | M 2 _ avhich 
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Liberty which Chriſt hath purchaſed, are not intended by 
God to deſtroy, but mutually to uphold and preſerve one 
another :—And for their publiſhing of ſuch Opinions, or 0 
maintaining of ſuch Practices, as are contrary to the Light | © 
of Nature, or to the known Principles of Chriſtianity, | **© 
whether concerning Faith, Worſhip, or Converſation; F © 
or to the Power of Godlineſs; or ſuch erroneous Opini- ({ 
** ons or Practices as, either in their own Nature, or in the of 
Manner of publiſhing or maintaining them, are deſtructive | © 
to the external Peace and Order which Chriſt hath eſta- 5+ 6 
bliſhed in the Church; they may lawfully be called to Ac» FF © 
count, and proceeded againſt by the Cenſures of the 
( Cburch.“ Chap. 22. Art. 3.—*< Neither may any Man 
bind himſelf by Oath to any thing, but what is good and 
== ** juſt.” Art. 4. An Oath is to be taken in the plain and 
common Senſe of the Words, without Equivocation or 
mental Reſervation.” Chap. 30. Art. 3. ** Church-cen- 
ſures are neceſlary for the reclaiming and gaining of of- 
fending Brethren, for deterring of others from the like 
“ Offences, for purging out of that Leaven which might in- 
==. ** fed the whole Lump, for vindicating the Honour of Chriſt, | 
=_—_ ** and the holy Profeſſion of the Goſpel, and for preventing 
[the Wrath of God.” — Art. 4. For the better attaining 
of theſe Ends, the Officers of the Church are to proceed || | 
by Admonition, Suſpenſion from the Sacrament of the A, 
Lord's Supper for a Seaſon, and by Excommunication 
= from the Church, according to the Nature of the Crime, 
and Demerit of the Perſon.“ Chap. 3 1. Art. 3. It be- | 
llongeth to Synods and Councils, miniſterially to deter- 
== * mine Controverſies of Faith and Caſes of Conſcience :” | 
= As allo to Larger Catechiſm, Anfavers to Puefl. 108. The 
Duties required in the ſecond Commandment are, —keeping 
p pure and entire all ſuch religious Worſhip and Ordinances 
as God hath inſtituted in his Word; particularly, —Church 
= ** Government and Diſcipline ;—ſwearing by the Name of! 


== © God, and yowing unto him.” 2, 109. © The Sins for- 
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= * biden in the /econd Commandment are,—hindering and 
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the 


“é oppoling the 
„ pointed.” 2. 1 
4 that the Name of God, his — Ordinances, —Oaths, Vows, and 
„ whatſoever elſe there is whereby he makes himſelf known, 
© be holily and reverently uſed, —by an holy Profeſſion, and 
© anſwerable Converſation, to the Glory of God, and the 
4% Good of ourſelves and others.” 2, 113. © The Sins 
4 forbidden in the third Commandment are, the not uſing of 
©« God's Name as is required, and the Abuſe of it, by 
& Perjury ; all ſinful —Oaths,—and—violating of our Oaths, 
« —if lawful.” Q. 144. The Duties required in the 
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Worſhip and Ordinances whic 


, 112. © The third Commandment require 


& 


*« 2inth Commandment are, —appearing and ſtanding for the 


&© Truth.” ©. 145. © The Sins forbidden in the ninth 
«© Commandment are, all prejudicing the Truth, —eſpecial- 


5 ly in publick Judicature; — hiding, excuſing, or extenu- 


Lay 
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ſuch Things as procure an ill Name.“ 
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A ie 


5 ating of Sins, —or not hindering what we can in others 


„„ 'A ND sick LIkE, all the Miniſters above mentioned, 
we together with Meſſ. Fames Mair Miniſter at Linton, 


and Fames Fohnflon Miniſter at Dundee, have conflituted” „5 


& themſelves, particularly at Stirling, upon one or other of 


sc the Days of June 1747, into a pretended Synod, in a Way 


A 


c 
c 


A 


ful Conſtitution thereof, and from the received Teſtimony (till 


maintained by the ſaid Synod ; —thus engaging in a /chif+ A 
e matical Conſtitutien for Support of their foreſaid backfiiding i 


% Courſe.” 


„ of ſeparating from the rightly conſtitute Afſeciate Synod to 5 1 
which they belonged, through turning aſide from the /aw- 


The Miniſters here ſpoke of and mentioned, having conffi- ; I 


tuted themſelves, particularly at Stirling, - upon one or other E 
of the Days of Fune 1747, into a pretended Synod; as is e 


vident from what has been expreſſed, p. 38. & 39. : With re= 


ſpect to their conſtituting of themſelves into the ſaid pretended 
Synod, it is to be obſerved, that, "0 


it, This was a /chiſmatical Conflitution, in oppoſition to 
the true Unity and Conſtitution of the Aſſociate Synod, For, 
2dly, It was in a Way of ſeparating from the rightly confli= 


tute Afſiciate Synod to which they belonged. Becauſe, 


zal, It was in a Way of /urning aſide from the lawful 3 
| Conſtitution i 
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ceived Teſtimony (till maintained by the faid Synod, as hath 
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and Form thereof, can be adhered to and continued in, where 
Ether lawful Conſtitution, and the received Teſtimony among 
their Hands, —are turned aſide from. Wherefore, in their 
chus turning aſide, they plainly. /eparated from the rightly con- 


itute Aſſociate Synod to which they belonged, —leaving the 


Re Conſtitution, Authority and Cauſe of that Synod, among the 

Hands of that real Majority of acting Members in the Caſe 
E- * Digi were enabled to withſtand their backſliding Courſe. 
But, | | 
= 4/2, That their ſaid pretended Conſtitution was but a pre- 
ena one, —as being a /chi/matical Confiitution, quite oppo- 
tte to,—and therefore in a Way of ſeparating from the right- 
P conſtitute Aſſociate Synod to which they belonged ; ſo that 
ay Conltitution they could have, on the Back of their ſe- 
cond Reſolution, was a new and il! then unheard-of Conflitu- 
* al of their own ; — this will farther appear by conſidering, 
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= I. Any Conſtitution they could have, on the Back of their 
ſecond Reſolution, was a Conſtitution admitting this ſinful 
ad dangerous Innovation, — That the Decrees of Synods and 
EE Councils, in Controverſies of Faith and Caſes of Conſcience, 
= ould be ſubjected to the Conſultation of inferior F udicatures, 
particularly Kirk-/effjons ; as they proceeded thus in that Re- 
= {olution, 

2. It was a Conſtitution admitting, that Seceders ſhould be 
iudicially tolerated to ſwear an Oath, —which is, at the ſame 
time, ſtill judicially declared to be in general Contradiction to 
the preſent Teſtimony, and to the Oath of the Bond for re- 
bdewving our Covenants : that is, a Conſtitution admitting Se- 
eeders to make a known Renunciation by Oath, of the whole 


= 


Hands; according to what has been evidenced to be import- 
dd in the ſecond Reſolution ; And thus it was a Conſtitution 
Poing up with the Foundation upon which the Aſſociate Sy- 
nod had been erected. 

3. It was a Conſtitution admitting, that a Deciſion ſhould 
be made in a Cauſe, of whatever Importance, before allowing 
Fair and neceſſary Opening thereof: As this was wy by 
_ their 
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wo: Confiztul been evidenced on FF _. 
n Article; and in a Way of turning afide from the re- 


Veen evidenced on the fourth Article: And it is obviouſly ab- 
lurd to ſuppoſe, that the 4/5c:ate Synod, in the true Nature 


B=Teſtimony for Religion and Reformation—as among their 
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their ſecond 


ven violently) ſuſtain themſelves Fudges in their own perſons: 4 


Court ſhould carry a Deciſion, however important, over the 


though thirteen Miniflers and ten Elders were jultly ſtanding ⁶ 
their Queſtion : Whereby a Minority, and ſo many of them 


it be moſt evident, that the Court ought to have been meaſu- 


Which they belonged, —through turning aſide from the /awful 
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Reſolution, — in its proceeding upon the firſt, = 

whereby any fair and neceſſary Opening of that moſt import 

ant Cauſe decided about in the ſecond Reſolution, before pro- 

ceeding to ſuch a Deciſion, was directly excluded,” t. 
4. It was a Conſtitution admitting, that Parties ſhould (e- | _ 


al Cauſe ; as it was in this Way that their Reſolutions were 
puſhed and carried. oo © l 

5. It was a Conſtitution admitting, that a Minority in a 
Belly of the Majority of acting Members in the Court on that 
Caſe: As their ſecond Reſolution was pretended to be carri- 
ed, by the Vote of nine Miniflers and eleven Elders, (whereof 
fix Miniſters and one Elder were directly Parties in the Matter) ; 


under the Banner of a ſolemn Proteſlation againſt their whole ⁵⁶ 
Procedure herein, even as to the admitting of any Vote upon” 


Parties, pretended to carry a Deciſion over the Belly of the 


ſtrongeſt Oppoſition by the Majority of acting Members; tho? 


red, in that Action, by the Majority of acting Members therein. 
And their pretended Conſtitution, was a new Conflitution 
which, in the obvious Nature of the Cafe, did admit of al! 
theſe awful and abſurd Things—as Rules and Precedeni 
Such Things, as that the righ!fu/ Conſtitution of the Aſſociate * 
Synod could never have admitted of one of them for a Mo= 
ment. Moreover, | $0, 1 
5thly, This 1 Conflitution, was evidently for Sap- 
port of their back/liding Cour/e,---as in the former Articles : 
Becauſe, as it did evidently ari/e from, ſo it evidently acqui= i 
eſceth and ſubſiſteth in, and ſtandeth in open Defence of, the 
ſaid bachſliding Courſe, —as it is employed in the ms = 
thereof, according to what will appear on the Cloſe of tie 
laſt Article. | | | _— 
And thus appears the Charge of this Article ; —as to their 
having con/{ituted themſelves into a pretended Synod, in a Way 
of ſeparating from the rightly conflitute Aſſociate Synod to 
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Conflitution thereof, and from the received Tefiimony (till main- 
tained by the ſaid Synod, —thus engaging in a /chi/matical. © 
Conſtitution for Support of their foreſaid back/{iding Courſe 2 
Which is a heinous Six and Scaudal, as contrary to the Ford 
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, particularly Acts ii. 42. 

alle, Doctrine and Fellxupbip. Rom. xvi. 17. Now I be« 
eb you, Brethren, mark them cubich cauſe Diviſions and Of 
_— fences, contrary to the Doctrine which ye have learned; and a- 
vdo them. x Cor. i. 10. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, by the 
Mane of our Lord Feſus Chrift, that ye all ſpeak the ſame Thing, 
=— and that there be no Diviſions among you ; but that ye be perfect - 


* 
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R Jeined together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Fudgment. 
Chap. xii. 25. That there ſhould be no Schiſm in the Body. Eph. 
iv. 3. Endeawouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
/ Peace. Jude y I9. Theſe be they who ſeparate themſelwes: 
As allo to Conſfæſſion, Chap. 20. Art. 4. — They who, upon 
e Pretence of Chriſtian Liberty, ſhall oppoſe any lawful 


= < eccleſiaſtical, reſiſt the Ordinance of God: And for ſuch 
practices as are deſtructive to the external Peace and 
= * Order which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in the Church, they 
„ may lawfully be called to Account: And to Larger Cate- 

= chifſm, Anſwers to Queſt 108. © The Duties required in the 
= © cond Commandment are, — keeping pure and entire all ſuch 
= © ordinances as God hath inſtituted in his Word; parti- 
„ cularly, —Church Government and Diſcipline.” £©, 109. 
= © The Sins forbidden in the /econd Commandment are, all 
. —hindering and oppoſing the—Ordinances which God 
© bath appointed.” 


* 


. OR E OVER, the ſaid Meſſ. James Mair, William 
ce M Hutton, Andrew Black, F ames Fobuſton, John Smith, 
and David Tel/fer, beſide the ſeveral Articles charged againſt 
them as above, have made themſelves, and AR E Art and 
Part in the Guilt of the whole other Articles charged as a- 
es pove againſt their Brethren ſoreſaid: Inaſmuch as they acg - 

cc lected a ſuitable and ſeaſonable Teſtimony againſt the open 


0 cls: And, on the contrary, they have /ch:/matica/ly em- 


t their continuing in and carrying on theſe their Offences, 
Ez © by their conſtituting with them into a pretended Synod as 
=” 5 above” 


= That the Miniſters here mentioned, beſide the ſeveral ge 
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& power, or the lawful Exerciſe of it, whether it be civil or 


6 Offences of their Brethren contained in theſe other Arti- 


& bodied themſelves with theſe their Brethren, in the Way of 
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to a pretended Synaa, ſo that they have ſchiſnntitalꝶ exetodied 
_ continuing in and carrying on theſe their Offences: This 


4 Profeſſion, are bound to maintain an holy Fellowſhip ad 
Communion in the Worſhip, of God; and in performing 


the auber open Offences of their Brethren — contained in e I Y 
former Articles: This is evident; as it is a Matter af unde 
-Hiable NMoterieqy, that. they did not any way cuncur avith the 


Teltimony given and carried on againſt theſe other apen O 7 . 
| Fences of their Brethren, at the Meeting of Synod in 4 


1749, — andi that ee not lince aa ap any ſuch Teſtic 3 l 
e Yea, 3 J 
That, on the conteary, they baveiconfituted with them tack 'I 1 


themſelves with "thble their Brethren— in the Way of their 2} 


1 
= 
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= 
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-hath been found proven and evidenced, On the . Article, 3 
-Whetefore theſe Miniſters have made themſelves and 48 1 
Ax r and Pax r, as charged by this Article, in the Gul 

ah the <ubele ather Articles charged as above againſt their BIE 

thren foreſaid: According to the Word of Gra, particulathy 

Exod, xxxii. 35. And the Lori plagued the Peaple, hreauſe they = 

anade the Calf, aubich Harm made, Lev. xi. 17. Thou 4 

no hate thy Brother in thine Heart; thau ſbuli in asy wuays re. 

Bulle thy Neighbour, and not fuffer Sin mum bom. Eph. W. 11. 

And baue no Fellexuſbip with the unfruitful Works of Dani, | 

but rather reprove them. 1 Tim. v. 22.— Neither be Partaler 

other Mens Sins ; beep thyſelf pure. 2 John 11. For he that © 
agdeth him God (feed, is Partaker of his tui Deeds: 4 als 

to Coofe ion, Chap, 26. Art. x. „ All Saints are obliged to 4 

the Performance of ſuch Duties, publick and private, a2 

& do conduce to their mutual Good.” Art. 2. Saints, by | 


<< ſuch other {ſpiritual Services as tend to their mutual Edi 

, cation: And to Larger Catechijm, Anferr to Dueff. 145% 
ce The Sins forbidden in the ninth Commandment are— 
© holding our Peace when Iniquity calleth for either a R I 
« proof from ourſelves, or Complaint to others; or not 
“ hindering what we can in others ſuch Things as ae 
an ill Name. 
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\ — Ee fordad Meeting. of Synod in % 747, fy gd M. 0 
Rea. e hath Ramel and publiſhed 1. mpblet, inti- 13 
4 . the „ The Lawfulneſs of the religious Clauſe.of = Wg. 12 
. * oaths aſſerted, &c. and the ſaid Mr. James Fiſher hath fra- ot 
3 ie med and publiſhed a Pamphier, intitled, I Review of a | F 
be Pamphlet, Tatithed, A ſerious Inquiry into the Burgeſs-oaths . 
Y "of Edinburgh, Perth, and Glaſgow, c. And the ſaid 0 
4 4 Mr. 1 Erſbine hath, ſince the ſaid Meeting of Sy- to 
ol 
di 


1 


3 VR e nod, framed and publiſhed a Pampblet, intitled, The true 


= < State of the Queſtion upon which a Breach followed in the 
eiate Synod, at Edinburgh, Thurſday April 9. 1747; | fo 
and the ſaid Mr. Ra/ph Erſtine hath alſo, ſince that Time, 8. 
* 3 * framed and publiſhed a Pamphlet, intitled, Fancy no Faith; fa 
, A ſeaſonable Admonition and Information to Seceders, a= he 
= . + cc gainft the finful Conſtitution of ſome Brethren into a pretended m 
FJaulicatey, &c. All which Pamphlets do evidently impugn pf 
* 24 be and ſubvert the neceſſary Tefiimony for Reformation which th 
RR themſelves have ſolemnly eſpouſed, —and are of an evident n. 
. I Lic Tendency to brea# and ſeduce the Lox D's People : —And 6 
6 Lo likewiſe, the M iniſters all above mentioned, at a Meetin 1 ec 
in Stirling, in October 1747, in the pretended ſynodi 40 
= Capacity into which they have ſeparated themſelves, have | «« 
1 4 framed and publiſhed a — Ad, evidently of the ſame |}, «cc 
= Import and Tendency as above, and groſsly defaming the 7 
* = EE rightly conflitute Syned in their efſaying to maintain the fore - ſe 
| aid Teſtimony, — yea audaciouſly pretending to condemn la 
and ann their lawful Conſtitution and Proceedin x 


: And 
t all of them are guilty in the Matter of the ſaid SL etended de 
AF, notwithſtanding that ſome of them may have been | 37 
4 abſent from the ſaid Meeting; —inaſmuch as none of them pr 
do ok in making any ſuitable Confeſſion of their former tl 
* ful Conjunction with the ſaid pretended Synod, nor in th 
5 ine up any ſuitable Teſtimony againſt their ſinful Conſti- Ng 
tution and Proceedings in general, or the laid pretended . 


1 AF in particular.” ; R 
F- 8 1 
% * 9 With reſpect to the two general Parts of this Article, fe 
] I. The Miniſters here particularly mentioned having, at | — 
I 
1 
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„ Fee Times reſpectively mentioned, framed and publiſhed the ti 
= forefaid Pamphlets reſpectively ; according as the Synod have 
BD proven, p. 43. & 44.: It is hereupon to be obſerved, | <« 


uf, As to the Pamphlet, intitled, The Lansfule, 275 i | 
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to be, and is very obviouſly, (according to what has bee 
- obſerved on the firſt Article), a Swearing in general C8 
dition to the preſent Teſtimony — and to the Oath of the Bona 
747 3. | for renewing our Covenants; ſo as a Defence of that preſen 
ime, / Swearing behoved plainly to import an Owverthrow:ng of then 
aith ; faid neceſſary Teſtimony for Reformation which themſelves 
% 4 | have ſolemnly eſpouſed, yea a perſuading of People unt 
ended material Renunciation thereof by Oath : Yet the foreſaid Pam 
pug | phlet, according to the Title thereof, undertakes and ellayg3 
hich the Defence of that Oath ;—inaſmuch as it contains theſe ge 
ident neral Aſſertions concerning the ſame, vis. © The Takers ok 
And it cannot juſtly be. ſuppoſed by taking it, to give up Wii 
ting „ any Point of Reformation, or Truth that ever they pre 
dical 1 ſed,” p. 26.; as alſo, p. 80; © The taking the religious _ 
have | < Clauſe of the Burgeſs-oath, in our preſent Circumſtances, 
ſame 4 can be none of the Evils of the Day that God is bringing 
the Ito Light: And the vain Attempt of ſupporting ſuch A 
fore- ſertions is evidently puſhed through that Pamphlet, particu- 
dem | larly in p. 9. 10. 22. 70. 82. 85. —_— 
2. This impugning and ſubverting of that Teſtimony, in 
n defending the ſaid Oath, — is carried on under an Attempt ok 
deen blackening the Synod with the moſt odious and injurious Rel 
hem | proaches, becauſe of their plain and neceſſary Maintenance of 
Tmer that Teſtimony—by their Oppoſition to the ſaid Oath : Fo 
* though the preſent Oppoſition thereto doth obviouſly contain 
nothing worſe, than a guarding of People againſt wearing 
natd Satisfaction with a defactive and corrupt Profeſſion of the tus 
Religion, while they are neceſſarily engaged in a ſolemn Le 


” 4 
* 
* 


"x 


ſtimony againſt the Defections and Corruptions of that Pro» 


feſſion ;—yet, with reſpect to the Oppoſers of the ſaid Oath 


» at Land to their being ſo, the Author runs into the ſtrange E 
travagance of proceeding thus, viz. © Theſe—, inſtead, or 
nave | © taking proper Means 1 the Conviction of Apoſtates, ae 
red, uſing Means that tend natively to harden them in their 

1 © Apoſtaſy and Atheiſm, and to hinder the whole Genes? 
c. it „ ration from taking with any Charge at all,” p. 82. 
oth 1“ And thus the new Light that ſome are led by, - native 
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_ ſettlement finfully neglected and paſſed over; yet the Set- 
13 tlement of Churchegovernment particularly, had never any 
> other legal Security during: that Interval; and therefore as 
do that Particular, the Revolution-parliament behaved: to 
book back to the firſt Securities it had, which were all ra- 
ed in 1592, and ratify it, for the more Security in eſta- 
bliſhing the Preſbyterian Government.“ | 
, As tothe Pamphlet, intitled, 4 Review, &c. it is e- 
Evidently: off the ame Export and Tendency as above. For, 
. Fhe foreſaid Teimny is thereby evidently impugnedand 
aa Seeing, as the former Pamphlet, it is manifeſtly 
for Deyance of the Burgeſi-oath, in oppoſition to the De- 
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* hl 
4 
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s general Reaſon: for his Review, in anſwer to the Hiquiry, 


F e. That the fame Arguments (wiz. as in the Inquiry, 
att a preſent Swearing of that Oath) “are uſed by others, 
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1 Churches,“ p. 6.; — and accordingly the Attempt of thus 


1 gefending that Oath is evidently puſhed: afterwards, parti- 
ein . 17, 5 3 
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een of Synod: concerning the fame : As the Author gives 


1 


ohgſe Praiſe is, otherwiſe, in the Goſpel; throughout the 


| *. en wo bel Taff l in 9 7 22 1 
affirm as follows, wiz. By the Treaty of Onion, J 
| © Union of the two Kingdoms ;—the Parliament of Scotland | 2 
England, ſhould be a fundamental and efſtatial. Article 


the Union;“ which Point of Teſtimony is again ſolema= A l 


. thereto ſubjoined: Yet a very groſs Attempt is made for ay 


it was among the Hands of the Synod, in giving AI, 


g of this Land from Reformation-purity,, doth exprelaly* bk : 
Maintenance and Preſervation. of the woe: Wor- 
e ſhip, Government and Diſcipline of the Church of EE | 
&« land, is made a fundamental and eſſential Part of wan 

«© —having, in their Ad of Ratification, given their Cons, 
ce that the Maintenance of the Hierarchy and Ceremonies iii 4 


ly eſpouſed in the ſolemn Acknowledgment of Sins, and Bond 3 | 


werthrowing this Point of Teſtimony, in p. 76. as follows, 
wiz, © The Parliament of Scotland do not determine, Whether 
ce the Church of England was Epiſcopal or Preſbyterian the 
& leave it to the Parliament of England, to aboliſh pie 3 
& cy and ſettle Preſbytery, if they had a mind.“ = 

zaly, As to the Pamphlet, intitled, The true State, &c. it 
is evidently of the ſame Import and Te endency as above. For, 

1. It manifeſtly ſymbolizes with the two former Pamphlets, Bl 
in 7Mpugzing and ſalverting the foreſaid Teſtimony, by ſuſtig 
ing the religious Clauſe of fome Burgeſs-oaths,—in. oppolitiz: 
on to the Deciſion of Synod concerning the ſame: As the 9 
Author, in p. 7. expreſsly pretends to argue a gainſt «© that 
„ Deciſion, April 1746, declaring the firſt Clauſe of ſome; 
4 Burgeſs-oaths ſinful,” —that the ſaid Clauſe oug ht not 10. 
«© haye been condemned.” 1 

2. Whereas, according to what has been obſerved on tha =, 
fourth Article, to defend the /econd Reſolution—is manifeſtix 
to defend a dropping the whole Teflimony for Reformation ag þ 


—at leaſt for a Time for a material Renunciation thereof by 
Oath : Yet the ſaid Pamphlet is formally laid in Defence of 
that Reſolution ; as the Author undertakes, in p. 6. to A 
« the Reaſons of (what he calls) * the Synod's Sentence, tha 
the Deciſion in 4pril 1746 ſhould not be a Term of Mini "= 
5 ſterial and Chriſtian Communion,” Qc. -—. 
The judicial Teftimony, in the aſſertory Clauſe about fe 1 
5 of the Kingdom of Heaven, doth expreſsly affirm. as fo 
lows, viz. © And they hereby rejet and condemn the fol» 
< lowing Se#arian Principles, That the Keys of Govern=*? 
F ment and De are Sven by the Head of the al Y 
: Qs 
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the whole Community of the Faithful; and that Eccleſi- | I 
e Synods and Councils have only a mere confultative | 
Power and Authority: Which Principles they condemn, : 
as contrary to the Word of God, the laudable Acts and at 
= Conſtirutions of this Church founded thereupon, and as F 
= having a native Tendency to introduce Anarchy and Con- 
rs into the Houſe of God:“ — And accordingly, in the pl 
for renewing our ſolemn Covenants, there is an expreſs: b 
eig againſt Independency, and Latitudinarian Tenets, But 8 
point of Teſtimony, againſt Sectarian Principles, Inde- tf 
, and Latitudinarian Tenets,—is evidently impugned 2 
Sand /abweried by the ſaid Pamphlet, in p. 10.; where the Au- : 
, for Defence of the Reference made in the ſecond Reſo- 2 
eon, proceeds thus, viz. If the infallible Apoſtles ſub- f 
mitted their Doctrines to the Examination of the Bereant, 4 
by the Touchſtone of the Word; much more ſhould we, 
Company of fallible Men, ſabmit our Deciſions to the . 
Trial of Preſbyteries and Kirk- ſeſſions, which generally * 
cConliſt of the moſt godly and judicious Men in the ſeveral » 
BE Congregations, and are by them communicate unto pray- g⁰ 
ing Societies alſo, for their Opinion: And this Judgment P 
of the difu/ed. Church being returned from Kirk: ſeſſions 
== unto Preſbyteries, and from Preſbyteries unto the Synod, _ 
a Law or Deciſion might have been made with relation to oy 
the Burgeſs-oath, with the harmonious Conſent of the whole 5 
1 „ Church.” For, as there is here a groſs Confounding of 85 
þ ' the publick and private Judgment, —which is the Very Life of + 
Elndependency, Sectarian Principles, and Latitudinarian Te- 5 
and as there is here a groſs Perverſian of Scripture, n 
ff the Ahpoſtle, their Submiſſion of their Doctrines to the : 
Examination of the Bereans, had been parall to the Sub- wy 
ion which was made of the Deciſion 1746—by the ſecond Y 
bolution; that is, as if the {ples had ſubmitted their Do- 7 
tdo the Examination of the Bereans, ſo as to give Peo- = 
ple a To/eration for receiving or rtjefting theſe Doctrines at 2 
ure, at leaſt till once the Bereans ſhould pleaſe to return x 
Fuad nent upon the Subject: Accordingly it is here taught, 5 
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as. Door i is 1 610000 boy unto: 7 borelaid Tan 0 
5 "Independent, and Sectarian Extremes, which the Aſſociate 1 1 


it is evidently of the Jams Import and 7. endency as above! "= 
For, 3 9 


phlets, in inpugning and ſubwerting the foreſaid Teſtimony 


* PRE 183 


nod had ſolemnly teſtified againſt and abjured. : 
4ihly, As to the Pamphlet, intitled, Fancy 0 Faith, K 9 


1. It openly promotes the Deſign of the three former rad 


by juſtifying the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-oaths, - WNãƷn 
groſs inveighing againſt the Deciſion of Synod concerning i 
the ſame : As, in p. 6. & 7. the Author proceeds thus, viz I 
% The Bond for renewing our Covenants, and the "clic 1 
„ Clauſe of ſome Burgeſioatbi, are ſo far from being con 
« difory Oaths, that to make them ſo, is to contradict the 1 : 
« whole Scope and Deſign of the Teſtimony, and to im , 2 
© poſe upon human Underſtanding; alfo—the Deciſion which 
& declared the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-oaths to de | 
c finful, was a raſh, unreaſonable, and finful Deciſion, in 3 
c flat Contradicbion to, and Violation of our own and our? I 
& Forefathers Covenants; — and this Matter is further ut 
ged with foul Railings and Reproaches againſt the Synod, 
particularly 1 in p. 5. 6. 7. 15. 22. 26. & 27. ; 
2. The judicial Teſimony, upon the Head of the Neve 1 
on, doth eme affirm as follows, vix. When the Par- . 
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A 
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liament of Scotland met immediately after the Revolution, 1 4 
% in the firſt Sefſion they aboliſhed Prelacy, as a great and 
6e inſupportable Grievance to this Nation, and contrary to the 1 
4% Inclination of the Generality of the People ever fince the Re 
« formation, they having reformed from Popery by Preſbyters 3 
and in the ſecond Seſſion of the ſame Parliament, ano» 
«& 1690, Preſdyterian Church Government and Diſcipline is e- 4 I 
& ſtabliſhed and ratified, according to the Civil Ratification 
« and Eflabljhment given unto the Government of this 
% Church, anno 1592: thus a retrograde Motion is made near 4 
« an hundred Years backward, and all the legal Securities? A 
7 given to this Church, in that covenanting Period from 1638 2 
66 to 1650, are overloked and paſſed by: Likewiſe all the 

« Acts of the firſt Seſſion of the firſt Parliament of King . 
& Charles II. together with the infamous Act Reſcifſoryy 
& (anno 1661), whereby a covenanted Reformation was ra- * 
6“ zed, and the Acts and Deeds of that covenanting Period 


bY 


< were declared ſeditious and treaſonable, are {ft untouched 


* in this above mentioned Settlement : : Prelacy is nr _—_ 1 
er 9 
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maintain, by the moſt ſolemn Oaths and Covenants : The 45 
= Indignitics done to the National and Solemn League and Co- 0 
( uenant, and conſequently to the moſt high God, the 
great Party in them, are never regarded; but theſe e I 
RS Ozths and Covenants are left buried under an Ad Rejciffary, | ©* 
and other Acts and Deeds ſubverſive of them :—The fi Fe 
WR General Aſſembly of this Church after the Revolution, did ” 
bit down, anno 1690, under the Shadow of the above Civil 3 
fablibnent, and never reclaimed againſt what was de- OY 
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8 fective in the ſame, but kept Meaſures with the State in f whi 
their ſeveral Acts and Deeds at that Juncture; —the Aſ- theſ 


ſembly 1690 did not aſſert the divine Right of Preſby tery, ing 
and the intrinſick Power of the Church, which are two |} Chr 
ES ſpecial Branches of his (the Redeemer's) glorious Headſhip Chr 
uin and over the ſame , —neither—by any one formal Au Rig 
or Statute—aſſerted him to be what he really is, 5e . ſeve 
be ſupreme Head and King over his Church, as his free Fan 


* and independent Kingdom :— When theſe Things are duly 25. 
RX confdered, and former reforming Periods and this com- ; 
BS pared ; what a vaſt Difference is there, between the Houſe We 
of God in Scotland in its former Luſtre and Glory, and ther 
WES the Fabrick and Building as it was now reared up by || ar 
Church and State at the Revolution !' Which Points of I pro 
= Teſtimony are again folemnly eſpouſed in the ſolemn Ac+ 
= enowledement of Sow, and Bond thereto ſubjoined. 1 
Baut theſe Points of Teſtimony are expreſsly, though moſt 
unaccountably, diſcarded in the foreſaid Pamphlet; as therein 
de Author proceeds thus, wiz. © The Revolution-parlia- Fac 
ment cannot juſtly be charged with Omiffons as to the 
Settlement of the true Religion,” p. 19. The true Re- nev 
ligion, as it was profeſſed and ſworn to in that ſecond Pe- an: 
riod, was eſpouſed and profeſſed by the Revolution-par- | for! 
= liament,” p. 20. The true Religion, as profe//ed in the unc 
Teond Reformation - period, from 1638 to 1649, in oppo- 281 
WE fition to the Jndignities done to it in the preceding Reigns, | Da, 
as profeſed by the Revolution-parliament ; which does Get 
either more generally, or more formally. and expreſsly, | Fant 
i reſcind all the wicked Laws that were made againſt ar * 6 
= Part of the true Religion that was profeſſed in that Periods | 5 I 
bell as the former,” p.21, © Either in a general of 
"a | | | more ; 
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„ee more ular Way, the 
1 Eſtabliſhment thereof at the Revolution, re/cinds all the 
to ff © bad Laws that were made againſt the true Religion, and” 
"he & ratifies all the good Laws that ever were made in fayours of 
Co- it ſince the Reformation,” p. 23. The National Cove. 
the | © nant, as it was ſworn to and explained in 1638, and alſo 
mz | © the Solemn League and Covenant, are, by expreſs Acts of the 
ry “ Revolution-parliament, vindicated from the Indignities done 
b 6s to them in the preceeding Reigns, p. 20. TheRevolution- 
did © parliament - do afſert and avouch the alone Headſbip of out. 
val © Lord Chriſt over his Church, the intrinſick Power of the 
le- Church, and the divine Right of Preſbytery, p. 27. As to 
in which 4 Paſſage it muſt be obſerved, that the ſame, as well as 


\ {- theſe others, is in direct Oppoſition to the foreſaid Teſtimony; ſee- 
, ing the ſaid Teſtimony affirms, that the General A/embly of this 
vo Church (though hey did not aſſert the alone Headſhip of 


ip Chriſt, the intrinſick Power of the Church, nor the divine 

2 Right of Preſbytery, yet) Apt Meaſures with the State in their 
a ſeveral Acts and Deeds at that Juncture.— And the above 
ee Fancies are farther urged, in p. 15. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 
ly 25. 26. & 27. Moreover, BE 
pO] 3. In the above Inſtances there is evidently a very awful 


ſe Work of 4eftroying (upon molt fanciful Pretences) what: 
1d themſelves had built in a Way of ſolemn Witneſſing and Cove- 
Jy nanting. But the Matter doth not reſt here. For the Author 
of proceeds with a groſs Impoſition, p. 26. That the ori- 
& |} © cal Fas in the Teſtimony, ſuch as theſe relating to the 


. % Revolution, were always excepted, by the Aſſociate Judi- 
| „ catures, from being any proper Part of it, as a Teſtimony 


in & binding the Conſcience before God; of which hiſtorical 
* Facts, in the Teſtimony, he ſays, p. 27. Which formerly i 
ge c were judged zo binding Part of it at all.” And by wat 


= new Judgment the Author here delivers and teaches, (with = 
7 an aſtoniſhing Imputation thereof to the Aſſociate Judicatures 
Fo formerly), there is an evident breaking down and treading 
e under Foot, all and every Branch of the preſent Teſtimony, 
* as to hiſtorical Facts, concerning all the publicł Ewvils of the ẽ 
„ Day —and ſtanding Grounds of the Lord's Controves/y with this 


78 Generation, which are therein witneſſed againſt, and a con- 
 tinuing to contend and teflify again which—hath been ſolemn- 

lvy engaged unto with uplifted Hands to the MosT HIGH Gop 
Lin the Oath of the Bond for renewing our Covenants ; as 
jf, after all, the Confeſſion of and Teſtimony againſt theſe 


Things, 
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oned in this Article, Yamed and publiſhed the pretended At 


therein mentioned; ſo that al the Miniſters libelled are 


guilty in the Matter of the ſaid pretended Act; as the Synod 
have found proven, p. 45. & 46. : It is hereupon to be ob- 
ſerved, that, . 


1/, This pretended 4 is evidently of the /ame Import and 


Tendency as above, viz. evidently impugning and ſubwerting the 
neceſſary Teflimony for Reformation which themſelves have o- 
demnly eſpouſed, and of an evident Tendency to break and ſeduce the 
Lord's People. For, h 

1. It manifeſtly concurs with the forementioned Pamphlets, 
in zmpugning and /ubverting that Teſtimony, as it ſlips in un- 


der and diſplays the new Banner of the religious Clauſe of ſome 


Burgeſs-oaths, in a violent Oppoſition to the Deciſion of Sy- 
nod concerning the ſame : While what is juſtly found in 


the ſaid Deciſſon, concerning a pre/ent Sæuearing of that Clauſe 


among Seceders, (wiz, that it is a Contradicting of the Bond, 
and a material 4bjaring of the Teſlimony), is, by a Piece of 
Sophiſtry, made to infer ©* ſuch a nfl: ous Reproach caſt upon 


* our Bond and Teſlimony, as may fill People's Minds with 


& Horror and Amazement,” p. 22. 

2. Though their /econd Rejoiution ſtands in ſuch awful 
Oppolition to the neceſſary Teſtimony for Reformation which 
themſelves have ſolemnly eſpouſed, that (according to what 
has been obſerved on the fourth Article), it plainly imports 
a material Dropping of the ſaid whole Teſtimony as the ſame 
was and is among the Hands of the Synod, --in giving Alloæu- 
ence, at leaſt for a Time, for a material Renunciation thereof by 


© Oath; yet they continue to maintain and windicate that Re- 


ſolution : While they teach, concerning the foreſaid Deciſi- 
on, that it was neceſſary -- to tranſmit the Queſtion about 
„ its being a Term of Communion, or not, to the Conſideration 


& of inferior Judicatures,” p. 22. as they inveigh againſt other 


EB” Brethren for oppofing that Step, p. 33. And thus, in manifeſt 
Ciontradictiôn to the foreſaid Teſtimony, they here diſplay a 


= > Banner far the Toleration or Latitudinarian Scheme introduced 
by their ſecond Reſolution. | | 3 
= 24ly, This pretended 4# doth groſ5ly defame the rightly ' 
= econflitute Synod, in their efſajing to maintain the foreſaid Tefli- 
mo. For though it be very evident, (according to hes 4 


= Things, were 0 proper Part of Teſtimony binding the Con- 
= ſctence before God! 20 binding Part of it at all! 4k 
II. The Minilters libelled having, at the Meeting menti- 
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has 
in the publiſhed At of Synod in April laſt Year), that the 
whole received Teftimany and {azvful Conſtitution of the 
Affociate Synod, on the Back of the - ſecond Reſolution, 
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been obſerved on the fourth and f#/th Article 
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was duly and only among the Hands of tho/e Members who 


the Method of carrying the ſame; and that the Synod's 
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were enabled to contend againſl the ſaid Reſolution, with 2 


Conduct thereupon, did but amount unto a neceffary Mainte- 


nance of that Jeſſimony and Con/litution, with a requiring Peo- 


ple to hold fall that which they had: Yet they are charged bk 


with taking upon them to act“ in a lordly and magiſterial 
Wap, — to uſurp la legiſlative Authority, —-making Laws, 


© and inſtituting new Terms of Communion, for which the, 
& can produce no Warrant or Foundation in the Word f 
% God,” p.6. And they are farther laid under the moſt 
unaccountable Charges, viz. That © it is plain the Lan- 
© puage of theſe Brethren's Conduct is, that they would have 
© others act merely on their Authority or Pleaſure, and 
& blindly to follow them,” p. 10. ; and that their Conſti- 
tution is founded upon many grievous Calumnies and he- 


% vy Charges laid againſt” (what is called) “ the Synod, 
& without the leaſt Shadow of Proof,” p. 12.: Which %- 


ming Work is carried on elſewhere, particularly in p. 8. 15. = 1 


933. | 

34ly, This pretended Act, thus defaming the Synod, doth 
audaciouſly pretend to condemn and annul their lawful Conflitur- 
tion and P oceedings, as in p. 33. & 34. : Where, particular- 
ly, they pretend to condemn and annul (what they preſume 
to call) the foreſaid pretended Syn that firſt met in Mr. 
« Gib's Houſe at Briſto, near Edinburgh, April 10. 1747. 


and to © declare each Meeting (thereof) never to have had, 


& Efficacy; prohibiting all Defence and Ob/erwance of them, 


i. 


- 


* 


56 nor hereafter to have, any eccliſiaſtical Authority; and their 
& Concluſions to have been, and to be of no Force, Vigour, or 


ce by any under the Inſpection of (what they aſſume to call) 
& this Synod :” By which audacious Procedure (even of the 


Minority againſt a great Majority of their Brethren, they be- 


ing only twelve of thirty two Miniſters who belonged to the 


Aſſociate Synod) they have put an awful Copeffone upon their 


back/liding Courſe, in oppoſition to the neceſſary Teſtimony 


l for Reformation which themſelves had ſolemnly eſpouſed. 
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Moreover, as the above mentioned -Pamphiers and pr. 
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Teſtimony, are, in the Nature of the Thing, of an evident 
Tendency to break and ſeduce the Lord's People ; they are more 


= eſpecially ſo, conſidering their being framed and publiſhed 
by ſuch as have folemnly eſpouſed and been honourcd to promote 
= that Teſtimony, while they ſtill (however abſurdly) pretend 
to be continuing it. 


And thus appears the. Charge of the /aft Article; as to the 
Pamphlets therein mentioned, their evidently impugning and 


. 5 ſubverting the neceſſary Teſtimony for Reformation aubich theſe 


> Brethren themſelves have ſolemnly eſpouſed, and their being of 


> 
Wo > 
5 4. 4 


Fame, and cauſe them to diſcern between the Unclaan and the . 


- [they Hall judge it according io my Fudgments ; and they ſhall keep, 
. 5 | PREY i; K | my. 


= W- . 
Lone” 
8 


an evident Tendency io break and ſeduce the Lord's People ;— 
and as to the pretended Ad therein mentioned, its being of 


the ſame Inport and Tendency as above, and groſily defaming 
the rightly conflitute Synod in their efſaying to maintain the 
foreſaid Teſtimony, yea audacioufly pretending to condemn and 
annul their lawful Conſtitution and Proceedings: Which are Caſes | 
of heinous Sin and Scandal, as contrary to the Word of Gd, 
particularly Prov. xxiii. 23. Buy the Truth, and ſell it not. 


Rom. xvi. 17. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, mark them which 


' Fauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which ye 


Have learned; and avaid them. Gal. iii. 1. 3. 4. O fooliſh Ga- 


* Jatians, who hath beauitcbed you, that ye ſhould not obey the 


Truth ?—Are ye jo fooliſh ? having begun in the Spirit, are ye 


row made per fact by the Flijh? Have ye ſuffered ſo many Things | 


in wain? if it be yet in vain. 


Jer. xxili. 1. 22. Wo be 
unto the Paſtors that deſtroy and ſcatter the Sheep of my Paſlure, 


faith the Lord. — But if they had flood in my Counſel, and had cau- 
fed my People to hear my Wards, then they ſhould have turned them 


from their evil Way, and from the Evil of their Doings. 


—-Ezek. xiii. 10.—They have ſeduced my People, ſaying, Peace, 


and there was no Peace; and one built up a Wall; and lo, o- 


bers daubed it with untempered Mortar, Chap. xxxiv. 19, 
And as for my Flock, they eat that which ye have trodden 
with your Feet, and they drink that which ye hade fouled with 
= your Feet. 2 Cor. x. 8.—Qur Authority which the Lord hath © 
' given us far Edification, and not for your Deflruction. Chap. 
| Xi. 10.— Te Power which the Lord hath given me to Edifica- 
ion, and nat to Deſtruction. Ezek. xliv. 23. 24. And they 


Hall teach my People the Difference between the Holy and Pro- 
Clean: And in Controverſy they ſhall land in Fudgment, and 
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| | lits : — As alſo te 
Hon, Chap. 20. Ait. 4. They who, upon Pretence 


of Chriſtian Liberty, ſhall oppoſe any lawful Power, or - 
the lawful Exerciſe of it, whether it be civil or eccleſiaſti- 


cal, reſiſt the Ordinance of God: And for their publiſh-/ 


ing of ſuch Opinions, or maintaining of ſuch Practices, 


—as, either in their own Nature, or in the Manner f 


publiſhing or maintaining them, are deſtructive to the ex- 


ternal Peace and Order which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in the I 
Church, they may lawfully be called to Account, and pro- 
ceeded againſt by the Cenſures of the Church :”” And to 


j— Larger Catechiſm, Anſwers to Queſt, 109. © The Sins forbid- i 
den in the ſecond Commandment are, —hindering and op- 
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poſing the—Ordinances which God hath appointed. 
the D. 112, © The third Commandment requires, that the Name 
| of God, his—Ordinances, the Word, —and whatſoever ©? 
elſe there is whereby he makes himſelf known, be holily 
and reverently uſed in Writing.“ ©. 113. The Sins 
forbidden in the third Commandment are, — any ways op- 


poſing of God's Truth —and Ways.” 2. 144. The 


Duties required in the ninth Commandment are, —appear- I 
ing and ſtanding for the Truth.” ©, 145. The Sins 


forbidden in the ninth Commandment are, all prejudicing 
the Truth, —outfacing and overbearing the Truth, paſ- 


ſing unjuſt Sentence, calling Evil Good, and Good Evil.” * 
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[PROCEEDINGS 


aoSocrary SYNOD, 
5 Ar Edinburgh, in Kere I 7483 


* Concerning the Sus PENDED Minifters, 


n 


* 


ene forty eight r ears; ante mer diem. 


HE SrnoD ia; that a cenifidernble 
Part of - Sederunt To-morrow before 
= = Noon, be' publickly obſerved in Prayer, 
5 With Praiſe, for ſupplicating a Throne of Grace, 
3 Lear the Lord may be graciouſly pleaſed to lead and 
direct this Synod, with reſpect to the weighty and 
important Work _s their Hands. 


Eodem loco, Auguſt * 1748, ante meridiem. 


A conſiderable Part of this Sederunt was ſpent in 
Payer, with Praiſe, according to the Appointment 
r for that Purpoſe. 


The Synod taking under Conſideration, the CE R- 
ET1F1CaTion in the Sentence of SUsPENS1oN paſ- 
ſed, at laſt Meeting, againſt Meſſ. Ebenezer Erſkine, 

A Kc. Which bears, That if they ſnall not return un- 
to their Duty, acknowledging the Matters of hei- 
3 e nous Sin and Scandal found proven againſt them, 
with their contumacious Behaviour, unto the Glo- 
2 = ry of God, —and apply unto the Synod, againſt 
| Lec er next ordinary Mecting, for giving on 
1 | On 


1 A the New Church of Briſto, 1 EXbuih, the [e- 
cond Day of Auguſt, One thouſand ſeven DUNNE, 
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: been agreed to, the Queſtion was put accordin gl, 
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; 4 on with l 10 the whole: of this ek „ nga 
„ Courſe and Conduct, —that! the Synod will then 


& conſider upon proceeding againſt them by ſome 12 
ce er Cenſure, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe :* And finding, 


that the ſaid Miniſters had not returned unto their 


Duty in the Manner there expreſſed, and that they 


tisfaction with reſpect to their ſinful Courſe and Con- 
duct, but to the Evils formerly charged and found a- 
Tn them —are- now ſuperadding farther Contus 

hereupon a Motion was made, that the Synod 7 


| ſhould conſider upon proceeding unto higher Cenſure © 


againſt the ſuſpended Miniſters, ' at this Meeting: 


Which Motion having been agreed unto, there enſu- 


ed long Reaſoning upon the Subject; and the Synod 


deferred far ther Conſideration thereof till next” ele, : 


FONT: 9 ; | 749 


© odem Nev & die, 5% neriliem. 


The Synod reſumed the Affair about proceeding to I 
bigher Cenſure againſt the ſuſpended Miniſters. at this 1 


Meeting. After long Conference upon this Subject, 
and Prayer by a Brother for Light and Direction there 
in, and ſome farther Reaſoning upon it; the 1 + 


deferred farther Conſideration deren till next Tory = 


runt. 
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Bodem loco, Auguſt 8 1 1748, ante 1 Dh 


The Synod reſumed Conſideration of the Gaſe of 
the ſuſpended Miniſters, as in the Minutes of the Se. 
derunts Yeſterday. After conſiderable Time ſpent ii 
reaſoning upon this Subject, and Prayer by a Brother 
for the Lord's Countenance and Conduct in this im- 
portant Affair, the Queſtion was moved to be put, 
Proceed juſt now to inflict higher Cenſure upon the ſiſs 
pended Miniſters, or, Not? Which Motion having 


1 Proceed 


IM 


are not now applying unto the Synod for giving 8 2 q 


K 7 44 


8 

* 4 
* 
— 
HB of 
'* « 


— r 
2 c 828 88 
oo ** We, 9 n * 2 5 We R 
N R R E 
* A 9 
; 


I 
2 * Pk e W 24 — * > 
+» 2 # ', 1 4 
- at FL : 2 8 5 N * 
>. , 
* 
8 


Proceed: Wherefore the Synod did and hereby. do a- 


4 © Mould be inflicted upon the ſaid Miniſters, a Motion, 
6 as made, That, in reſpect of what has been found. 
and conſidered upon their Caſe, as in the Minutes of 
the Afternoon's Sederunt on the 13th of April laſt, 
and of the Forenoon's Sederunt Yeſterday, the Que- 
ſtion be now put, —Depz/e all the ſuſpended Miniſters 
am the Office of the holy Miniſtry, prohibiting them 
| forerally and conjunctly from all and any Exerciſe, 
henceforth, of the ſaid Office of the holy Miniſtry in 
the Church of Chriſt ; as alſo, Excommunicate them, 
from all Communion with the Church of Chriſt in her 
. Ordinances ;—with Certification, That if they 
hall not return unto their Duty, — acknowledging, 
3 unto the Glory of God, the ſeveral Matters of heinous 
Sin and Scandal found; proven againſt them, with their 
| Contumacy at /aſt Meeting, and their farther Contu- 
b macy in not compearing at this Meeting for the Pur- 
I poſe expreſſed in the Certification ſubjoined to the Sen- 
tence of Suſpenſion in April laſt, —and apply unto the 
| Synod, at their ordinary Meeting i in April next Year, 
- bor giving Satisfaction with reſpect to the whole of 
this their ſinful Courſe and Conduct, that the Synod 
Vill then conſider upon proceeding againſt them with 
3 the bigbeſt Cenſure of the Church, as they ſhall ſee 
Gauſe; or, Not? Which Motion having been de- 
* _ conſidered in Reaſoning, . was agreed to: 
And after Prayer by a Brother for the Lord's Directi- 
on, and countenancing his own Inſtitution in this 
eee Queſtion was put, agreeably to the a- 
boxe Motion, Depoſe, and Excommunicate, with Cer- 
Etification, or, Not? And it carried, nemine contradi- 
gente except one of the Elders, Depoſe and Excom- 
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F Pee and reſolve to proceed juſt now to inflict higher. 
4 . on the fuſpended Miniſters. 5 
= After ſome Reaſoning about what lieber Cenfure 2 


ungute, with ne 1WHEREFORE the 
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7» Sin and Scandal found proven againſt. Meſſ. EB £x- I 
Tr. | 'EzER— ERSKINE at Stirling, Rairen ErSKingE Þ 
at. Dunfermline, Janss FisHER at Glaſgow, James. | 
re. Mark at Linton, David Horn at Cambuſnethen, * 
n | HENRY ErxsxiNnt* at Falkirk, Joun MCara at 
d. | Burntſhields, AxpREw BLack at  Cumbernauld, 
f. aus JonnsTox at Dundee, Joun Sur at Jed- | 
18 burgh, and Davin T EIER at Monteith, Miniſters, 
ih their contumacious Behaviour at laſt Meeting, 
rs and their farther Contumacy in not compearing at his 
n Meeting to give Satisfaction with reſpect to their fore- 


„ faid ſinful Courſe and Conduct; — and conſidering 
n ſundry Paſſages of the holy Scripture and our C 
n ; ſton of Faith; as all particularly condeſcended upon 
r in the foreſaid Minutes of the Afternoon's Sederunt on 
y the 13th of April laſt, and the Forenoon's Sederunt 
5 Yeſterday : They therefor e Dip and hereby po, in ie 


IS Name and by the Authority of the Lord JEsus 
Ir CARISIT, the only King and Head of his Church, 
I- # and according to the Powers committed by mim #0 
= | them as a Court conſtitute in his Name, actually DE-. 
is POSE all the ſaid Miniſters from the Office of the 2 
2 holy Miniſtry, prohibiting them, ſtverally and can. 


7 junctly, from all and any Exerciſe, henceforth, of _ 
fo | Zhe ſaid Office of the holy Miniſtry in the Church of 
d CAnRIS TH]; as ALso, they p1D and hereby Do, in the” 
1 ſame great Name and by the ſame Authority, EX" 
e COMMUNICATE fe debar them from all 


5 Communton with the Church of CHRIS in her ſeal- 
* ing Ordinances : With CE RTIFPIcATION, That , 
ey ſhall not return unto their Duty, — acknowled- 
S ging, wnto the Glory of God, the ſeveral Matters of © 
= | Heinous Sin and Scandal found proven againſt them, 
uit their Contumacy at laſt Meeting, and their far- 
ther Contumacy in not compearing at this Meceting 3 1 
* | For the Purpoſe expreſſed in the Certification ſubjoineds. * 
1 1 10 the Apgar of Suſpenſion paſſed againſt them i wy 
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NN, at / their al 


ion with reſpect to the whole of this their © ſinful | 


; Courſe and Conduct, — that the Synod will then conſi- 


ger upon proceeding againſt them with the higheſt 


F Cenſure of the Church, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe. 


The Synod conſidering, that they cannot preſent- 


| 8 ly overtake the Conſideration of the Certification ſub- 
= Joined to the Sentence of Depoſition and Leſſer Ex- 
communication paſſed, in April laſt, againſt Mr. William 


Hutton at Stow, as to proceeding againſt him with the 


= higheſt Cenſure of the Church; but conſidering, that 
= the faid Mr. Hutton, to the Evils formerly charged 
= and found againſt him, has now added farther Contu- 
mach, in not compearing at this Meeting, for giving 


Satisfaction with reſpect to the whole of his ſaid ſin- 
ful Courſe and Conduct: They therefore did and 


3 | hereby do re/olve, that if the ſaid Mr. Hutton ſhall 


not return unto his Duty, —acknowledging, unto the 
Glory of God, the Matters of heinous Sin and Scan- 


dal found proven againſt him, as alſo his Contumacy, 


with bis ſinful and ſcandalous Behaviour when he ap- 
peared before the Synod on the 7th Day of April laſt, 


and his farther Contumacy as above, —and apply un- 
to this Synod, at their ordinary Meeting in April 


next, for giving Satisfaction with reſpect to the whole 
of his faid ſinful Courſe and Conduct, —that the Sy- 


3 nod will then conſider upon proceeding againſt him 


with the higheſt ire of the Church, as 5 ſhall 
ſee Cauſe, 


The Synod conſidering that, beſide what Intima- 


dient have been made—by particular Appointments 
of laſt Meeting, or were competent to be made, of 

the Sentence of Suſpenſion then paſſed againſt the Mi- 
- hiſters therein mentioned, within their reſpective Con- 
dog ; that it is proper there be Intimation made 
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HE Members of the Committee el at h 
Meeting, to extend and illuſtrge the Evidences 
in eel ect of which the Synod found the ſeveral Arte. 
cles of Libel proven, reported, That, through ſeveral 
interveening Hinderances, they had not yet got met 
for that Purpoſe ; ſo that the Publicgtion of the 8 YA 
nod's former Proceedings upon the ſaid Libel has not 3 
yet been effectuate, though they be moſtly printed: 
The Synod de therefore appoint, that the d Com- 
mittee meet at Burntiſſand, on Tueſday the 16th Da 
of this Month, for expeding the aid® Draught, 71 
journing n F221 as they ſhall find neceſſary. And 
the Synod further appoint, that their Proceedings. at 
this Meeting in that Aﬀair be alſo publiſhed along 
with thoſe in April laſt ; and that the whole be exe · 
cuted with all convenient Diſpatch. | 
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The Committee appointed Yeſternight, for winging 
in a Draught of an Jatimation to be made concern 
the Sentence of Depoſition and Leſſer Excommunicus 
tion paſſed Yeſterday, brought in the fame according 


unanimouſly approven of ; the Tenor e fol- 
lows, viz. „ 


An Intimation concerning thoſe. Brethren, ad having | 
been ſuſpended by the Synod at their laſt Meeting, # 
have been alſo laid under the Sentence of Depoſition, - ; 4 
with the Leſſer Excommunication, at this Meeting ; -o 
to be made in Conſequence of that Sentence, within "of 
the Congregations to which they have belonged, © © 4 | 


W. ER EAS the Aſſociate Synod have found ſe- 4 
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Cambiiſne then, Henry Er ſine at Faltirł, Fobn Meta- 


. ra at Burukſpiride; Andrew Black. at Eumbernauld, 


amęs Tohuſton at Dundee, Fobn Sni h dt Jedli ghz. 
vid Telfer at Manteith, nifters ; ;. upon hic 
Acco nt the Synod did, at their. 
© all theſe Brethren from the e the of 
ce "of the hay NM. And whereas, u 
Anis Article 99 0 e Scandal, A . 
| tied „Contum "the Synod did, at their Meeting i in 
13 laſt, lay all 
of Depoſition from the Office of the holy Miniſtry, 
With the Leſſer E xcommunication, debarring them 
from Communion with the Church of Chriſt in ſeal- 
inances: Which Procedure of Synod, with 
12 Grounds thereciih bas been appointed to be laid 
"Filly" before the Peop! in Print, for their more par- 
Baba. Taformatio - Dhis«is "therefore to declare, 
Rh of the 275 Sentence of Depoſition, juſtly pal- 
B 832885 5 that as all the Congre- 
ey have belonged, ſo'particularly 
is now. become: datant, and re- 
ſettled with a Goſpek Miniſter in a 


A te 


9. 4 
_ 


"RE 
'H ee Capacity, — as the Word ſhall be graciouſſy f 
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be made. i in the reſpective Congregations, upon; tt 


Kit O 


x 


cc, „ ag Saint M . 8 
* Svirlig,. Ralph hy cm at Dionfermine; Jan fiber 4 
at Glaſgow, Fames Mair at Linton,» Daind: Horn tat 


Tetng i in MY laſt, 


theſe Brethren under the Sentence | 


lc of Mos a th hs Min Xx : 


r ag Synod appoint, that the above Intimagig be; 
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